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In 1925, the 58-year-old world-famous playwright Luigi

Pirandello met Marta Abba, an unknown, beautiful actress less
than half his-age. She was to become, until his death in 1936, not
only his confidante but also his inspiring muse and artistic collabo-
rator. Introduced here for the first time in any language are the

letters that Pirandello wrote to Abba during these years. They are

filled with glimpses of this major artistic personality at some of

his most distinctive moments—the awarding of his Nobel Prize,
meetings with Mussolini, and Marta’s success on Broadway—
but they remain foremost an authentic confession of Pirandello,
without the mask of his art, telling the story of his real-life
tragedy.
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