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Accra, Ghana', by Dennis McElrath; ' Bureaucracy and Urban Symbol Systems ', by
Lionel Tiger; ' Groups in Ibadan ', by George Jenkins; ' The Political Structure of Urban
Centered African Communities ', by William Hanna (Co-Author, Judith Hanna); ' Kam-
pala-Mengo ', by Aidan Southall; ' Migrancy and Urbanization in a Central African Town
[Gwelo]', by William Schwab;' Structural Discontinuities in African Towns: Some Aspects
of Racial Pluralism ', by Leo Kuper.

The conference was organized by Horace Miner, who is preparing the papers and results
of the sessions for publication.

Conference at Berkeley on Changing Institutions in Africa
A CONFERENCE was held at Berkeley on 17-19 June on Changing Institutions in Africa:
Theory and Application. The conference was sponsored by the Institute of International
Studies, University of California, Berkeley, and was convened by Ethel Albert and David
Brokensha of the Committee for African Studies. Participants, who came from many
disciplines, presented the following papers:

Thayer Scudder (California Institute of Technology). Social Anthropology and Rural
Development: The Need for New Types of Research and Rapid Survey Techniques.

David Brokensha (UC, Berkeley). Applied Anthroplogy in Anglophone Africa, 1953-64.
Aidan Southall (Syracuse). Urbanization in East Africa: A Case Study.
Edgar Winans (UC, Riverside). Ecology and African Ethnology.
Ethel M. Albert (UC, Berkeley). Traditional Values and Culture Change.
Leslie J. Rubin (Howard). Ghana 1957-64: A Study in Constitutional Change.
Philip J. Foster (Chicago). Problems of Primary and Secondary Education in Africa.
Lincoln R. Page (US Geological Survey). Economic Development and the Earth Sciences.
John M. Letiche (UC, Berkeley). The New Role of Banking and International Trade in

African Economic Development.
Dorothea Leighton (Cornell). Definite Mild Psychiatric Disorder: An Index of Social

Stress Points.
Robert P. Armstrong (Northwestern). Publishing in Nigeria: A Cultural View.

This was the second interdisciplinary conference organized by the Committee for African
Studies at Berkeley. The first conference, held in June 1964, was on the theme of 'Ecology
and Economic Development in Africa'; the participants came from both the natural and
the social sciences. It is hoped that the papers of both conferences will shortly be published.

The West African Linguistic Society
THE West African Linguistic Society came into being at the Fifth Congress of West African
Languages, held in the University of Ghana between 5 and 10 April 1965. At the founding
meeting on 9 April a Constitution for the Society was formally agreed and a Council elected.

The Aims of the Society, as stated in Article 2 of the Constitution, are as follows:

(i) to offer membership to and ensure permanent contact among all who are engaged
in the scholarly study of the languages of West Africa, their literatures, and any other
linguistic aspects of the area;

(ii) to initiate, encourage, and support scholarly research in this field, both for scientific
purposes and to assist African nations with the linguistic aspects of their educational
and social development;

(iii) to organize such regular meetings, conferences, or congresses as may be thought
desirable from time to time, and at least once a year if possible;
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(iv) to publish and assist the publication of the results of scholarly research in this field;
(v) to offer grants for research in this field, whenever practicable and desirable;

(vi) to establish association or affiliation with any other recognized scholarly association
or international body as may seem desirable, and in particular with the International
Council for Philosophy and the Humanistic Sciences, thereby entering into official
relationship with UNESCO.

The Society expects to take over and develop most of the activities begun by the West
African Languages Survey, including the organization of the annual Congress of West
African Languages.

Professor Joseph H. Greenberg, the Chairman of the West African Languages Survey,
is to be Chairman of the Council of the Society. Dr. Ayo Bamgbose, of the University of
Ibadan, is the Society's Secretary-Treasurer. The other members of the Council are: Pro-
fessor Robert G. Armstrong, Institute of African Studies, Ibadan; Professor Maurice
Houis, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, and formerly of IFAN, Dakar; Dr.
M. Bot ba Njock, Universite Federale du Cameroun, Yaounde; Mr. Gilbert Ansre, Institute
of African Studies, Ghana, and at present at SOAS, London; Professor Eldred Jones,
University College of Sierra Leone; Dr. Bakary Coulibaly, ficole Normale de Ouagadougou,
Haute-Volta; Professor Serge Sauvageot, Universite de Dakar.

{Communicated by Mr. John Spencer)

International Congress of Bantu Linguists
M. ANDRE JACQUOT, who is in charge of language research at ORSTOM, would welcome
exploratory discussions with those likely to be interested in an International Congress of
Bantu Linguists, to be held at Brazzaville in July 1967, organized by the Centre d'Enseigne-
ment Superieur. By 1967 the latter institution will have been set up as an autonomous
university. The question of language classification, which may lead to a re-evaluation of
the nature of relationships between Bantu and other language families, is likely to be raised
at the congress, and topics of interest to other specialists, such as comparative philology,
socio-linguistics, Bantu literature, etc., could also be included. The programme for the
meetings will depend largely on indications furnished by intending participants, who should
communicate at their earliest convenience with M. Jacquot at ORSTOM, B.P. 181, Brazza-
ville, Congo.

Symposium on African Art: Columbia University, Nen> York
O N 15 May 1965 a symposium on ' The Aristocratic Traditions in African Art ' was con-
vened under the sponsorship of the Department of Art History and the Institute of African
Studies, Columbia University, New York. Some fifty art historians, anthropologists, and
museum curators met to hear and discuss six papers on aspects of the courtly or aristocratic
styles in Africa, under the chairmanship of Professor Paul S. Wingert. Speakers included
Daniel Biebuyck of the University of California, Los Angeles, formerly of Lovanium
University, on the functions of art among the highest (or Kindi) grade members of the
Bwami society of the Lega (Warega) of eastern Congo, and Roy Sieber of Indiana Univer-
sity on the meaning and history of funerary terracottas among the Kwahu of Ghana.
Robert F. Thompson of Yale contrasted certain aristocratic elements in Yoruba art with
others believed to be deliberately anti-aesthetic. Two groups of aristocratic art forms found
in Iboland, the one indigenous, the other borrowed from Benin, were interpreted by
Herbert M. Cole of Columbia University. Suzanne Rudy of Douglass College, Rutgers
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