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ASTRONOMICAL DATES IN SHANG AND WESTERN ZHOU 

DAVID W. PANKENIER 

This article reports the discovery in the Bamboo Annals of verifiable accounts of the general 
conjunctions of planets witnessed by Shang and Zhou dynasty observers, which occurred in 1576 and 
1059 B.C. Besides exploring the connections between the planetary phenomena and mythologized accounts 
of the same events in Zhou and Han texts, the significance of these astronomical dates is discussed in 
reference to the events surrounding the Zhou Conquest of Shang and the founding of the Shang dynasty. 
The investigation proposes that the Shang and Zhou astrologers were astute observers of the motions of 
the planets and that there are a number of Zhou traditions, such as those concerning visitations of the 
Phoenix, which are intimately associated with certain planetary periods. In addition, it is suggested 
that the concept of the Mandate of Heaven as a physical manifestation of Heaven's will and that of its 
transfer to virtuous rulers at 500 year intervals both derive from the period of the so-called Triple 
Conjunctions accurately recorded in the Bamboo Annals. 
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A MARXIST PERSPECTIVE -- IN PERSPECTIVE 

DAVID W. GOODRICH 

It is widely assumed that archaeological material does not speak for itself but requires 
interpretation. Marxism provides an interpretative framework that can be useful, but not when applied 
dogmatically and mechanistically. Careful reading of recent archaeological work from China suggests 
increasing sophistication in the application of Marxism, raising the possibility of eventual convergence 
in archaeological thinking between Chinese and Western scholars. 
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