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Old Germanic Studies in
the Low Countries and the
Motivation and Methods
of Jan van Vliet (1622-1666)

Kees Dekker

This volume deals with the study of Old Germanic languages in
the Low Countries, in the 17th century. The work of the
philologist and lawyer Jan van Vliet (1622-1666) has been taken
as a starting point for a discussion of the intellectual background
and philological methodology of 17th-century investigations into
the earliest recorded forms of the Germanic languages.

Van Vliet’s activities provide an extraordinary example of the
earliest attempts to approach Old Germanic languages from a
comparative point of view. The cosmopolitan tradition of
philological studies in the Dutch Republic as well as Van Vliet’s
great admiration of Francis Junius (1590-1677), the founding-
father of Germanic philology, formed the basis for his ideas about
vernacular languages. His work allows us a unique insight in the
pioneering 17th-century studies in Germanic philology.

o November 1998. Cloth with dustjacket (approx. 400 pp., 1 illus.)
® ISBN 90 04 11031 3

e List price approx. § 141.50

@ Price for subscribers to the series approx. $ 123.50

o Brill’s Studies in Intellectual History

Brill Academic Publishers Inc.
112 Water Street, Suite 400
Boston, MA 02109 Academic Publishers

Call toll-free 1-800-962-4406

% BRILL

https://doi.org/10.1017/50008938900016629 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008938900016629

The Impact of the Kabbalah
in the Seventeenth Century

The Life and Thought
of Francis Mercury van Helmont (1614-1698)

Allison P. Coudert

“If he had lived among the Greeks, he would now be numbered
among the stars.” So wrote Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz in his
epitaph for Francis Mercury van Helmont, whose views influenced
Leibniz, contributed to the development of modern science, and
fostered the kind of ecumenicalism that made the concept of
toleration conceivable.

The progressive nature of van Helmont’s thought was based on
his deep commitment to the esoteric doctrines of the Lurianic
Kabbalah. He co-edited the Kabbala Denudata (1677-1684), the
largest collection of Lurianic Kabbalistic texts available to
Christians up to that time. Although difficult and arcane, its
subject matter illuminates the faith in science, the belief in progress,
and the pluralism characteristic of later western thought.

The Lurianic Kabbalah thus deserves a place it has never received
in histories of western scientific and cultural developments.

o October 1998. Cloth with dustjacket (approx. 445 pp.,
approx. 8 illus.)

® ISBN 90 04 09844 5

e List price $ 147.-

@ Price for subscribers to the series § 124.-
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— I,
‘Wicked Arts’

Witchcraft and Magic Trials in Southern Sweden,
1635-1754

Per Sorlin

This study deals with witchcraft and magic in a legal, social and
cultural context, with an interpretation based on an extensive body
of Swedish sources comprising more than 350 cases involving
880 individuals.

A majority of the trials took place during the 1700’s.

The prosecution of witches was characterized by leniency resulting
only in a few death sentences; a majority of the cases were minor
events concerning more often innocuous magic rather than the
witches’ sabbath or maleficient witchcraft.

By focusing on the few prosecutions of maleficient witchcraft, this
study promotes a critical discussion of how social and cultural
perceptions of local witchcraft were generated by the interactions
in the legal process, providing us with new insights into early
modern European witchcraft.

® November 1998. Cloth with dustjacket (approx. 236 pp)
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