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EDITORIAL

The Conference, which was organized jointly by the Scandinavian
Institute of African Studies and the Institute of Comparative Law in the
Faculty of Law of the University of Uppsala, was held under the auspices
of the International African Law Association at Uppsala from 29th to 31st
August 1972. It was attended by about 30 lawyers and experts from inter-
national African organizations. Among these one must especially mention
the general secretaries (or their representatives) and legal advisers of world
organizations such as the World Bank and UNITAR, and of African
organizations such as the Economic Commission for Africa of the United
Nations, the West African Economic Community, O.C.A.M. (African,
Malagasy and Mauritian Common Organization), the Senegal River Basin
Development Organization, and the Lake Chad Basin Commission.

The purpose of the meeting was to provide an opportunity for participants
to exchange views on the appropriate legal mechanisms and procedures
for contributing to the development of inter-African economic cooperation.
In this sense the conference was a follow-up to that held at Rome in 1971,
also under the auspices of I.A.L.A., which had been concerned with the
harmonization and unification of private law and private international law
in the commercial field in Africa. That conference had provided an oppor-
tunity, in particular ,*for emphasizing the importance of the role ofinternational
organizations in regard to inter-African economic relations on the one hand,
and to relations between Africa and the rest of the world on the other.

It was, furthermore, possible to see the Uppsala Conference as a point of
departure for research under the aegis of the Association, just as it was in-
tended that the Rome meeting should be followed by continuing work on
the topics with which it was concerned.

To the extent the Conference had an exploratory flavour, one
may observe, in retrospect, that it has proved itself fruitful, in that the
many officers of African organizations represented at the Conference agreed
to a resolution that the work of the Conference should be systematically
followed up on a regular basis through specialized research projects and
regular contact between all those concerned. A number of organizations
submitted to the organizers of the Conference reports varying in their detail
on their activities. On the basis of these reports and of the discussions at the
Conference, four general synthesising reports were prepared. The present
number of the Journal prints both the special and the general reports.
It was thought that it might be helpful to add to these papers the constitu-
tional document establishing the newest of these African international organi-
zations, the West African Economic Community.

EDITORIAL

Organisee conjointement par PInstitut scandinave d'etudes africaines et
PInstitut de Droit compare de la Faculty de Droit de l'Universite d'Uppsala,
sous les auspices de l'Association internationale de Droit africain, la Con-
ference a reuni a Uppsala, du 29 au 31 aout 1972, une trentaine dejuristes
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et de specialistes des organisations internationales africaines. Au premier
rang de ceux-ci, il faut citer les Secretaires generaux, ou leurs representants
et les conseillers juridiques d'organisations mondiales, comme la Banque
mondiale ou l'UNITAR, et d'organisations africaines, comme l'Association
des compagnies aeriennes africaines, la Commission 6conomique pour
1'Afrique des Nations Unies, la Communaute £conomique de PAfrique de
l'Ouest, l'Organisation commune africaine, malgache et mauricienne,
l'Organisation pour la Mise en Valeur du Bassin du Fleuve Senegal et
l'Organisation du Bassin du Lac Tchad.

Le but de la reunion etait de confronter les vues de ses participants sur les
mecanismes et procedures juridiques susceptibles de contribuer au develop-
pement de la cooperation dconomique interafricaine; a ce titre, la reunion
s'inscrivait dans le prolongement de celle tenue a Rome en 1971, egalement
sous les auspices de l'Association et consacree a Pharmonisation et Punifica-
tion du droit prive et du droit international prive en matiere commerciale
en Afrique. Cette conference avait notamment ete l'occasion de rappeler
l'importance du role des organisations internationales en ce qui concerne
les relations economiques interafricaines d'une part, et entre 1'Afrique et le
reste du Monde de l'autre. En outre, il etait possible d'envisager la confer-
ence d'Uppsala comme le point de depart de recherches patronnees par
l'Association, de la meme facon que la reunion de Rome devrait, en principe,
etre suivie d'une activity continue sur les themes qui etaient les siens. En ce
sens, la Conference avait un caractere exploratoire dont il est permis de dire
aujourd'hui qu'il s'est revele fructueux: de nombreux responsables des
organisations africaines representees ont emis le voeu que les travaux de la
Conference soient poursuivis de maniere reguliere sous forme de recherches
spdcialisees et de contacts reguliers eutre toutes les personnes interesse'es.
De nombreuses organisations avaient adresse aux organisateurs un rapport
plus ou moins d£taille sur leurs activites; au depart de ceux-ci et des debats,
quatre rapports de synthese ont ete prepares. L'ensemble de ces textes
constitue le present volume; il a ete juge utile d'y joindre le texte constitutif
de la plus recentedes organisations internationales africaines: la Communaute^
economique de PAfrique de l'Ouest.
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