Editorial

In August last year, this journal embarked on what was for it a
completely new project : the sponsoring of a full-scale academic con-
ference. The subject chosen was Chinese Communist literature and the
articles printed in this special issue represent the fruits of the considerable
amount of work put into the conference by its distinguished participants.

The conference was held from August 13-17 at the new Anglo-
American conference centre run by the Ditchley Foundation at Ditchley
Park near Oxford and much of the enjoyment of the proceedings sprang
from the co-operativeness of the Ditchley Park staff and the charm of
the Manor itself and its impressive grounds.

Ten papers were presented and thoroughly discussed. All the partici-
pants seemed conscious of the importance of establishing a sound basis
for a critical approach to Chinese Communist literature at this first
conference to be held on the topic in the West. Our only regret was that
a few other scholars specialising in Chinese literature were unable to
accept our invitation because of previous commitments, At some of the
Sessions, the participants were joined in their discussions by leading
British specialists on contemporary China.

Two of the papers were not presented at the conference. Professor
Hsia's “ Twenty Years After the Yenan Forum” was commissioned to
provide a rounded conclusion to this special issue. Mr. Ng's * The
Poetry of Mao Tse-tung” was offered separately and in view of the
intrinsic interest in the topic, we decided that it ought also to be included.

When all contributed so thoughtfully to the discussions, one would
not want to single out the work of any particular participant. But we
would like to stress that whatever success the conference had was in large
measure due to the ideas and efforts of Professor Cyril Birch. He also
contributed considerable editorial advice for the preparation of this
special issue.
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The following articles of interest to students of current affairs
appeared in ENCOUNTER during 1962:

Merle Fainsod Alastair Reid
L’AFFAIRE BURDZHALOV IBERIAN EXPLOSION
(March 1962) (September 1962)
John Strachey: Michael Howard - Sidney Hook
NATO & THE BOMB REVISIONISM
(April 1962) (September 1962)
Luigi Barzini J. Robert Oppenheimer
ITALY, NORTH & SOUTH SCIENCE & CULTURE
(June 1962) (October 1962)
Ian Waller Richard Lowenthal
PRESSURE POLITICS: AFTER CUBA, BERLIN?
M.P. & PR.O. (December 1962)
(August 1962)
Raymond Aron A Symposium
DE GAULLE & ALGERIA GOING INTO EUROPE
(August 1962) (December 1962)

All these issues are available for 4s. (75 cents.) a copy, postage 6d. The
annual subscription rates are £2 10s. 0d., $8.50 and Rs.18. Indian readers
can place their orders with Four Oceans Publishers (Private) Lid., 412
Mirabelle Hotel, Marine Lines, Bombay 1.
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