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archaeology and those interested in exploring comparative studies of craft production in early
civilisations.
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A. Bernard Knapp (Emeritus Professor at the University of Glasgow)

CRITICAL has been at the forefront of Mediterranean scholarship, with a long
APPROACHES track record of insightful publications predominately concerning the
TO CYPRIOT . . .

AND WIDER archaeology of Cyprus. He played an early pivotal role in applying the-
MEDITERRANEAN oretical approaches to Mediterranean archaeology (Knapp 1985, 1990;
ARCHARSLOE Knapp ez al. 1994), while also running highly regarded field survey

Sy projects highlighting innovative methodological approaches (the Syd-

ney Cyprus Survey Project and the Troodos Archaeological and Environ-
mental Survey Project). As the founder and one of the long-standing
editors of the Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology (JMA), his impact
has expanded to cover all aspects of Mediterranean archaeological research. This regional and aca-
demic breadth is a clear feature in the Festschrif volume in his honour that has been assembled
here and was originally presented as a workshop held in Nicosia, Cyprus, in 2019.

This volume is a wide-ranging collection of papers that begins with a focus on the archacology
of Cyprus, before broadening out with case studies from the wider Mediterranean. Chrono-
logically the volume is equally expansive, covering a sweep of time from the Bronze Age to the
Roman period. The volume not only presents new research from a series of diverse Mediter-
ranean contexts, but many of the contributions also reflect on methodological practice and
theoretical concerns, with appeal for a wider audience.

The volume opens with a pair of introductory contributions reflecting on the career and legacy
of Knapp, authored by his contemporary and co-editor of the JMA, John Cherry, and by Sturt
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Manning (this volume’s editor). The following chapters are grouped in five thematic sections:
‘Cypriot Pre- and Proto-history and economy’, ‘Cyprus and metallurgy’, ‘Cypriot landscapes’,
‘The wider Mediterranean: prehistory, society and context” and, finally, ‘Maritime archaeology
of Cyprus and the Levant’. The integration of recipes and references to menus is a welcome,
intimate note often found in the footnotes or acknowledgements of the papers that attest to
the close relationships of the contributors with Knapp and gives the volume a welcome
human touch that is often missing in these types of academic publications.

‘Cypriot Pre- and Proto-history and economy’ is an excellent section, with three contribu-
tions that are grounded in larger regional and often theoretical discussions. Webb’s chapter
reflects on the debate surrounding external contacts with Bronze Age Cyprus, focusing on the
movement and trade of copper and copper-based artefacts. Fisher raises issues of agency in the
built environment and the effects on social life and place-making at key elite sites in Cyprus.
Kearns provides an interesting reflection on social transformation from the Late Bronze Age
through to the Iron Age, looking at survey data using the polity of Amathus in southern
Cyprus during the first millennium BC as a case study.

‘Cyprus and metallurgy’ is a short section that includes two contributions reporting on field
projects looking at the role of metallurgy in prehistoric Cyprus—namely Politiko Phorades
(a smelting site) and Mathiatis Mavrovouni (a suggested miner’s sanctuary site). ‘Cypriot
landscapes’ is another brief section, with two chapters looking at different methodological
approaches to landscape archaeology in Cyprus. Andreou reassesses the impact of colonialism
on our understanding of the mountain landscape of the Troodos Mountains, while Given
reflects on the use and reliability of archaeological survey data.

‘The wider Mediterranean: prehistory, society and context’ section brings together case stud-
ies from across the Mediterranean that speak to the same methodological, chronological and
epistemological concerns as those focusing on Cyprus. The case studies span from Sicily to
Syria and from the Middle Bronze Age through to the Iron Age, touching on networks
(Blake), landscapes of memory (Rupp & Tsipopoulou), routes and roadways (Brysbaert),
trading networks and luxuries (Monroe) and the relationships and entanglements between
cultures (van Dommelen). This section ends with a discussion of the difficulties surrounding
correlation and causation when working with climate proxy data, with specific reference to
the Late Bronze Age Mediterranean (Manning). It covers an impressive breadth of new
research being undertaken throughout the Mediterranean. ‘Maritime archaeology of Cyprus
and the Levant’ includes three contributions, two focusing on recent excavations—one in the
Haifa Bay of Israel (Artzy & Martin-Garcia) and one on Cyprus (Atkins). The final contri-
bution (Demesticha) outlines the relationship between potential mooring sites, their topo-
graphic setting and subsequent wind erosion, noting that the latter may have remodelled
the coastline and destroyed several harbour sites.

As always with an edited volume, some projects are further along in their collection and ana-
lysis of evidence; however, all are clear in contextualising their interpretation in insightful and
sometimes novel ways. In general, this volume will be of keen interest to both practitioners
and students of the archaeology of Cyprus. The methodological, chronological and regional
scope of most contributions will make it highly relevant to those interested in the

© The Author(s), 2023. Published by Cambridge University Press on behalf of Antiquity Publications Ltd.
1050



Book Reviews

Mediterranean and also to those interested in trade, metallurgy and maritime archaeology

across the globe.
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The networks of this volume’s title are not those derived from
formal social network analysis, but rather a heuristic vehicle
employed in the same way as by Irad Malkin (2011) in A small
Greek world: networks in the ancient Mediterranean. Here, the
concept of connectivity builds on Peregrine Horden and Nicholas
Purcell’s (2000) The corrupting sea and pays homage to Cyprian
Broodbank’s (2013) The making of the Middle Sea. The book
contains 11 chapters: an introduction, plus nine case studies and
a conclusion. Eight of the chapters originate from a conference
held at the University of Chicago’s Franke Institute for the
Humanities in January 2018.

THE CONNECTED
IRON AGE

In their thoughtful Introduction, Jonathan Osborne and James Hall touch upon many of the
difficulties related to the study of the early first millennium BC in the Eastern Mediterranean,
including the uneven distribution of evidence and the ‘ethnicising’ tendency present in the
research field. They also define the four themes around which the volume is structured. First
is the acceptance of the need for multiple explanatory mechanisms to account for connectivity
in the Eastern Mediterranean, admitting that a single explanation cannot ever cover all vari-
ability. The second is the emphasis on human agency and the avoidance of environmental
determinism, even if the editors accept that knowledge of geographical contexts is inadequate.

© The Author(s), 2023. Published by Cambridge University Press on behalf of Antiquity Publications Ltd.
1051


https://doi.org/10.1179/jfa.1985.12.2.231
https://doi.org/10.1179/jfa.1985.12.2.231
https://doi.org/10.1086/203819
https://doi.org/10.1086/203819
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF02221091
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF02221091
mailto:g.ayala@sheffield.ac.uk
https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2023.70

