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� e Contractual Nature 
of the Optional Clause
Gunnar Törber
� e International Law Commission’s Guiding 
Principles for Unilateral Declarations and its Guide 
to Practice on Reservations to Treaties are among 
the recent developments in international law. � ese 
developments support a new assessment on how 
optional clauses (eg Article 62(1) of the American 
Convention on Human Rights) and especially the 
Optional Clause (Article 36(2) of the Statute of the 

International Court of Justice (ICJ)) can be characterised and treated. � e 
question is in how far optional clauses and the respective declarations can be 
considered a multilateral treaty or a bundle of unilateral declarations and to 
what extent one of the corresponding regimes applies.

Based, inter alia, on the jurisprudence of the Permanent Court of International 
Justice and the ICJ on the Optional Clause, but also on the relevant jurisprudence 
of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the European Court of 
Human Rights and the General Comments of the United Nations Human 
Rights Committee, this book provides a comprehensive assessment of all legal 
issues regarding the Optional Clause and also optional clauses in general. � e 
book deals with the making of Optional Clause declarations, the interpretation 
of such declarations and reservations made to the declarations as well as the 
withdrawal or amendment of declarations.

Gunnar Törber is Legal Researcher at the University of Münster.
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Peremptory International 
Law - Jus Cogens
A General Inventory
Robert Kolb
Robert Kolb, one of the leading international scholars of 
his generation, o� ers a seminal survey of the question of 
peremptory international law. � e author analyses and 
systemises di� erent questions, such as: the typology 
of peremptory norms beyond the Vienna Convention 
on the Law of Treaties; here he distinguishes between 
‘public order’ jus cogens and mere ‘public utility’ jus 

cogens. Furthermore, what about relative jus cogens, such as regional jus cogens 
norms or conventional jus cogens norms? What about some consequences of jus 
cogens breaches in the law of State responsibility: are they themselves jus cogens? 
� us, can individual war reparations be renounced by lump-sum agreements? 
What happens if di� erent jus cogens norms are in con� ict? Is there a di� erence 
between the scope of jus cogens in inter-State relations and its scope for other 
subjects of law, such as the UN and its Security Council? Is jus cogens necessarily 
predicated on the concept of a hierarchy of norms? What is the exact extent of 
the peremptory nature of some rules? Sometimes, only the core of a principle 
is peremptory, while its normative periphery is not. Also, in the use of force, 
the peremptory character of the provision is compatible with agreements falling 
under the recognised exceptions, such as collective self-defence. � ese and other 
unusual questions are discussed in the present book.

Robert Kolb is Professor of Public International Law at the University of Geneva. 
He is also Counsel for Lalive Attorneys-at-Law, Geneva.
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Statelessness
� e Enigma of the International Community
William E Conklin
‘Statelessness’ is a legal status denoting lack of any 
nationality, a status whereby the otherwise normal 
link between an individual and a state is absent. � e 
increasingly widespread problem of statelessness has 
profound legal, social, economic and psychological 
consequences but also gives rise to the paradox of 
an international community that claims universal 
standards for all natural persons while allowing 

its Member States to allow statelessness to occur. In this powerfully argued 
book, Conklin critically evaluates traditional e� orts to recognise and reduce 
statelessness. � e problem, he argues, rests in the obligatory nature of law, 
domestic or international. By closely analysing a broad spectrum of court and 
tribunal judgments from many jurisdictions, Conklin explains how confusion 
has arisen between two discourses as to the nature of the international 
community. One discourse, a surface discourse, describes a community in 
which international law justi� es a state’s freedom to confer, withdraw or 
withhold nationality. � is international community incorporates state freedom 
over nationality matters, risking statelessness.. � e other discourse, an inner 
discourse, highlights a legal bond of socially experienced relationships. Such a 
bond, judicially referred to as ‘e� ective nationality’, is binding upon all states, 
and where such a bond exists, harm to a stateless person represents harm to the 
international community as a whole.

William E Conklin is a Professor in the Faculty of Law  and Faculty of Graduate 
Studies, University of Windsor.
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Non-State Actors 
in International Law
Edited by Math Noortmann, 
August Reinisch and Cedric Ryngaert
� e role and position of non-state actors in 
international law is the subject of a long-standing 
and intensive scholarly debate. � is book explores 
the participation of this new category of actors in an 
international legal system that has historically been 
dominated by states. It explores the most important 
issues, actors and theoretical approaches with respect 

to these new participants in international law. It provides the reader with a 
comprehensive and state-of-the-art overview of the most important legal and 
political developments and perspectives.

Relevant non-state actors discussed in this volume include, in particular, 
international governmental organisations, international non-governmental 
organisations, multinational companies, investors and armed opposition groups. 
� eir legal position is considered in relation to speci� c issue-areas, such as 
humanitarian law, human rights, the use of force and international responsibility. 
� e main legal theories on non-state actors’ position in international law – neo-
positivism, the policy-oriented approach and transnational law – are covered at 
the beginning of the publication, and the essential political science perspectives 
– on non-state actors’ role in international politics and globalisation, as well as 
their so�  power – are presented at the end.

Math Noortmann is Professor of Transnational Law and Non-State Actors at the 
Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations at Coventry University.
August Reinisch is Professor of International and European Law at the University 
of Vienna.
Cedric Ryngaert is Professor of Public International Law at Utrecht University.
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Samuel Issacharoff
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Confronting the Internet’s Dark Side 
Moral and Social Responsibility on the Free 
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Raphael Cohen-Almagor

$99.99: Hardback: 978-1-107-10559-1: 400 pp.
$34.99: Paperback: 978-1-107-51347-1

Raphael Cohen-almagoR

Moral and Social  
Responsibility on the 

Free Highway

Confronting 
the internet’s 

Dark siDe

“the dramatic growth of internet technologies is creating a new era  
in democratic life, a crisis for the established media, and possibilities for 
participatory politics that challenge liberal institutions. this book docu-
ments today’s turning point with urgency and profound clarity. ithiel de 
sola Poole’s Technologies of Freedom has become a classic work defining 
the information society, with media technology as its axis. Confronting the 
Internet’s Dark Side is of that quality – a potential classic that defines for 
us moral responsibility in the new media age.”
 – Clifford Christians, research Professor of Communications,  
  University of illinois

“Cohen-almagor recognizes that if social responsibility on the internet is 
to be implemented, discussions will need to focus on how and why one 
can draw limits on what one does on the internet, as well as what isPs 
and countries can do with the internet. not everyone will agree with the 
solutions proposed, but in light of the detailed stories concerning hate 
sites (toward groups or humanity in general), webcam viewing of actual 
suicides, the exponential growth of child pornography, and so forth, it is 
hard to fall back on knee-jerk first amendment responses.”
 – robert Cavalier, Department of Philosophy,  
  Carnegie Mellon University

“in this book raphael Cohen-almagor makes a forceful case for greater 
social responsibility on the part of internet service providers and all who 
surf the Web. Calling on us to think and act like citizens of the online 
world, he insists that we have a moral obligation to confront those who 
abuse the technology by using it to disseminate hate propaganda and 
child pornography, or by engaging in cyber-bullying, or by aiding and 
abetting terrorism. fast-paced, philosophically sophisticated, and filled 
with illustrative and sometimes heart-wrenching examples, the book is 
intended to serve as a wake-up call and will challenge its readers to re-
consider their views of free expression in the internet age.”
 – stephen L. newman, Department of Political science,  
  York University

Raphael Cohen-almagoR is Professor and Chair in Politics at the 
University of hull, United kingdom.
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THE NEW
IMMIGRATION
FEDERALISM

Pratheepan Gulasekaram
S. Karthick Ramakrishnan

Cover image: ©Nancy Ohanian

Cover design: Wendy Bedenbaugh

Since 2004, the United States has seen a flurry of state and local laws dealing with

unauthorized immigrants. Though initially restrictionist, these laws have recently under-

gone a dramatic shift toward promoting integration. How are we to make sense of this

new immigration federalism? What are its causes? And what are its consequences for

the federal-state balance of power?

In The New Immigration Federalism, Professors Pratheepan Gulasekaram and S.

Karthick Ramakrishnan provide answers to these questions using a mix of quantitative,

historical, and doctrinal legal analysis. In so doing they refute the popular “demographic

necessity” argument put forward by anti-immigrant activists and politicians. Instead,

they posit that immigration federalism is rooted in a political process that connects both

federal and subfederal actors: the Polarized Change Model. Their model captures not

only the spread of restrictionist legislation but also its abrupt turnaround in 2012,

projecting valuable insights for the future.

Pratheepan Gulasekaram is Associate Professor at Santa Clara University School of

Law. He has published widely on immigration federalism and the constitutional rights

of noncitizens both in popular media platforms and prominent legal journals. Before

entering academia, Gulasekaram clerked for the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the

Fifth Circuit in New Orleans. He earned his BA at Brown University and his JD at

Stanford Law School.

S. Karthick Ramakrishnan is Professor of Political Science and Associate Dean of the

School of Public Policy at the University of California, Riverside. He directs the

National Asian American Survey and AAPI Data and has written numerous books and

articles on civic participation and immigration policy. Ramakrishnan is founding editor

of the Journal of Race, Ethnicity, and Politics, a Global Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson

Center, and an appointee to the California Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander

American Affairs. He earned his BA at Brown University and his PhD at Princeton

University.
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Civil Military Disorder and Legal Uncertainty

ANTONIA CHAYES
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In 2011, Nasser Al-Awlaki, a terrorist on the U.S. “kill list” in Yemen, was 

targeted by the CIA. A week later, a military strike killed his son. The following 

year, the U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan resigned, undermined by CIA-conducted 

drone strikes of which he had no knowledge or control. The demands of 

the new, borderless “gray area” conflict have cast civilians and military into 

unaccustomed roles with inadequate legal underpinning. As the Department of 

Homeland Security defends against cyber threats and civilian contractors work in 

paramilitary roles abroad, the legal boundaries of war demand to be outlined.

In this book, former Under Secretary of the Air Force Antonia Chayes examines 

these new “gray areas” in counterinsurgency, counter-terrorism, and cyber 

warfare. Her innovative solutions for role definition and transparency will 

establish new guidelines in a rapidly evolving military-legal environment.

ANTONIA CHAYES, former Under Secretary of the US Air Force, is Professor 

of Practice of International Politics and Law at the Fletcher School of Law and 

Diplomacy, Tufts University. Author of numerous articles, co-author of The New 

Sovereignty, Chayes has served on several government Commissions and on the 

Board of United Technologies Corporation. Married to the late Abram Chayes, 

she is mother of Eve, Abigail, Lincoln, Sarah and Angelica with nine grandchildren.

No. 5/No. 22. 1950 (dated on reverse 1949). Oil 

on canvas, 9’ 9” × 8’ 11 1/8” (297 × 272 cm). Gift 

of the artist. © Kate Rothko Prizel & Christopher 

Rothko / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York.

Cover illustration: An antigovernment protester throws a

tear gas canister toward policemen during clashes at the

Thai-Japan youth stadium in central Bangkok, December

26, 2013. © Athit Perawongmetha / Reuters Pictures

Cover design: Wendy Bedenbaugh
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FRAGILE
DEMOCRACIES 
Contested Power in the Era of

Constitutional Courts

“In this absorbing book, Samuel Issacharoff shows how constitutional courts play a

crucial role in helping emerging democracies stay democratic. Powerfully argued with

abundant examples, this is an outstanding contribution to the study of constitutional

democracy.”

– Jack M. Balkin, Knight Professor of Constitutional Law and the First Amendment,

Yale Law School

“Can law protect democracy? In a refreshingly novel response to this classic question,

Issacharoff identifies conditions for success of the law’s aspiration to consolidate

democracy – and reasons for its failures. Moving effortlessly between different regions

of the world and different scholarly disciplines, and between an abstract theory and a

thick, detailed description of constitutional processes and designs, Issacharoff offers

groundbreaking work that I predict will define the agenda of comparative constitutional

law and democratic theory in years and decades to come.”

– Wojciech Sadurski, Challis Professor of Jurisprudence, The University of Sydney

“In this deeply important book, Issacharoff brings his long celebrated approach to

US constitutional law to the terrain of new, more fragile democracies. His argument –

that our understanding of ‘politics as markets’ should now go global – is a deeply

important one, and one the book makes in eloquent and compelling terms. It is a major

contribution to the field of comparative constitutional studies.”

– Rosalind Dixon, Professor of Law, The University of New South Wales

Samuel Issacharoff is the Reiss Professor of Constitutional Law at New York

University School of Law. A pioneer in the field of law of the political process, he is

the author of more than 100 articles, books, and other academic works, including the

seminal The Law of Democracy casebook (with Pamela Karlan and Richard Pildes, 4th

ed., 2012). Issacharoff is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
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“American criminal justice is adrift from its moral, democratic roots. In Defending
the Jury, Laura Appleman shines a light on the many shadowy stages of America’s
impersonal, lawyer-run, plea bargaining assembly line. She explores the historic
importance of juries as the conscience of the community; traces how criminal-
justice insiders have steadily displaced outsiders’ common-sense perspectives;
and makes a strong case for better including citizens’ voices at every stage, from
bail through guilty plea, sentencing, and probation or parole. Clearly yet passion-
ately written, Defending the Jury is a must-read for everyone concerned with
America’s broken criminal justice machine.” 
– Stephanos Bibas, Professor of Law and Criminology, University of Pennsylvania, 
Author of The Machinery of Criminal Justice

This book sets forth a new approach to twenty-first-century criminal justice and
punishment, an approach that fully involves the community and provides a better
way to make our criminal process more transparent and inclusive. The American
criminal justice system faces numerous challenges because of its ongoing failure
to integrate the community’s voice. Using the lens of the Sixth Amendment jury trial
right, this book offers fresh and much-needed ways for incorporating the citizenry
into the procedures of criminal justice, resulting in greater investment and
satisfaction in the system. Ultimately, the people’s right to participate in the
criminal justice system through the criminal jury – a right that is all too often
overlooked – is essential to truly legitimizing the criminal process and ensuring
its democratic nature.

Laura I Appleman is a professor of law at the Willamette University College of Law.
She received the Meisner Award for Faculty Scholarship in 2011 and frequently
speaks to local and national news media on topics of crime, incarceration, and
sentencing. For five years, Appleman was a criminal appellate public defender at
the Center for Appellate Litigation, where she briefed and argued approximately fifty
appeals in front of the New York appellate courts, including the New York Court of
Appeals. Appleman currently blogs at the Faculty Lounge (www.thefacultylounge.org).
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In the past decade, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
has transformed from a periodic meeting of ministers to setting ambitious 

goals of becoming a Community by 2015. ASEAN is now the most 
important regional organisation in the history of the continent of Asia. An 

important tension in this transformation is the question  
of whether the ‘ASEAN way’ – defined by consultation and consensus, 

rather than enforceable obligations – is consistent with the establishment 
of a community governed by law. This book examines the growing interest 
in following through on international commitments, in particular monitoring 

implementation and compliance. Key barriers remain, in particular the  
lack of resources and ongoing resistance to accepting binding obligations. 

It remains to be seen whether these trends herald a more measured 
approach to decision-making in ASEAN. Written for practitioners and 

researchers alike, this important book provides the first systematic survey of 
monitoring within ASEAN. 

 

Simon Chesterman is Dean of the National University of Singapore Faculty of Law,  

Editor of the Asian Journal of International Law, and Secretary-General of the Asian Society of 

International Law. His work has opened up new areas of research on conceptions of  

public authority, including the rules and institutions of global governance, state-building  

and post-conflict reconstruction, and the changing role of intelligence agencies.  

This is his fourteenth book. 
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THE QUIET POWER OF
INDICATORS

Measuring Governance, Corruption,
and Rule of Law

Using a power-knowledge framework, this volume critically investigates how major

global indicators of national legal governance are produced, disseminated, and used,

and to what effect. Original case studies include Freedom House’s Freedom in the

World indicator, the Global Reporting Initiative’s structure for measuring and report-

ing on corporate social responsibility, the World Justice Project’s measurement of the

rule of law, the World Bank’s Doing Business index, the World Bank–supported

Worldwide Governance Indicators, the World Bank’s Country Performance

Institutional Assessment, and the Transparency International Corruption

(Perceptions) index. Also examined is the use of performance indicators by the

European Union for accession countries and by the U.S. Millennium Challenge

Corporation in allocating U.S. aid funds.

Sally Engle Merry is Silver Professor of Anthropology at New York University. 

Kevin E. Davis is Beller Family Professor of Business Law and Vice Dean at New

York University School of Law.

Benedict Kingsbury is Murry and Ida Becker Professor of Law and director of the

Institute for International Law and Justice at New York University School of Law. 
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Today, the idea of human rights enjoys near-universal support; yet, there is deep

disagreement about what human rights actually are, their true source of origin,

how to study them, and how best to address their deficits. In this sweeping historical

exploration, Christopher N. J. Roberts traces these contemporary conflicts back to

their moments of inception and shows how more than a half century ago, a series of

contradictions worked their way into the International Bill of Human Rights, the

foundation of the modern system of human rights. By viewing human rights as

representations of human relations that emerge from struggle, this book charts a new

path into the subject of human rights and offers a novel approach for addressing some

of the most challenging contemporary problems.

Christopher N. J. Roberts is an associate professor at the University of Minnesota

Law School and an affiliated faculty member of the Department of Sociology.

His research spans the areas of human rights, citizenship, social theory, concept

formation, and jurisprudence.

Cover photo: United Nations flag waves over a

crowd waiting to hear Dr. Syngman Rhee speak to

the United Nations Council, July 30, 1950. 
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Cover image: A U.S. soldier stands guard over an  

Iraqi man who drove a car in a drive-by attack on  

U.S. soldiers, 2003.
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Iraq and the Crimes of Aggressive War

From the torture of detainees at Abu Ghraib to unnecessary military attacks on civilians, 

this book is an account of the violations of international criminal law committed during 

the United States invasion of Iraq. Taking stock of the entire war, it uniquely documents 

the overestimation of the successes and underestimation of the failings of the Surge and 

Awakening policies. The authors show how an initial cynical framing of the American 

war led to the creation of a new Shia-dominated Iraq state, which in turn provoked 

powerful feelings of legal cynicism among Iraqis, especially the Sunni. The predictable 

result was a resilient Sunni insurgency that reemerged in the violent aftermath of the 

2011 withdrawal.

Examining more than a decade of evidence, this book makes a powerful case that the 

American war in Iraq constituted a criminal war of aggression.

JOHN HAGAN is the John D. MacArthur Professor of Sociology & Law at Northwestern 

University and Co-Director of the Center on Law and Globalization at the American Bar 

Foundation. His previous Cambridge University Press books are Mean Streets: Youth 

Crime and Homelessness (with Bill McCarthy) and Darfur and the Crime of Genocide 

(with Wenona Rymond-Richmond). Hagan is an elected member of the American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Royal Society of Canada.

JOSHUA KAISER is a Law and Social Science Fellow at the American Bar Foundation 

Iraq and the Crimes of 
Aggressive War

The Legal Cynicism of Criminal Militarism 

John H ag a n,  Josh ua K a iser, 
a n d A n na H a nson
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EUROPEAN 
UNION LAW

Damian Chalmers Gareth Davies Giorgio Monti

T H I R D  E D I T I O N

‘A thoughtful, well-written, rigorous, but at the same time 
easily accessible exposition of European Union law. The book is 
indispensable for those seeking to understand EU law in its  
socio-political context and for anyone interested in grasping the 
unfolding dynamics of the European integration project. Students 
really want a broader understanding of EU law and this book will 
be standard instruction and reference for a long time to come.’ 

Dora Kostakopoulou, Warwick Law School 

‘This book provides a very clear insight into the relevance of  
European Union Law in everyday life. It does so in a very accessible 
manner, without compromising on critical analysis and 
comprehensive coverage.’ 

Eliza Varney, Keele University 

The expertise of three leading scholars in the fields 
EU constitutional law, internal market law and competition law, 
combined with their teaching experience is reflected in the 
authority and enduring popularity of European Union Law.

DAMIAN CHALMERS
is Professor of European Law at the 
London School of Economics and 
Political Science.

GARE TH DAVIES
is Professor of European Law at the 
Department of International Law, 
VU University, Amsterdam.

GIORGIO MONTI
is Professor of Competition Law 
at the European University  
Institute, Florence.

The indispensable text for students and teachers of EU law, 
European Union Law has established itself as required reading in  
law schools across Europe. The third edition retains:

• A broad perspective placing EU law in its social, political and 
economic context 

• A critical tone that encourages students to engage with  
sophisticated analysis 

• Integrated materials from case law, legislation and academic 
writing to fully equip students 

New to this edition 

• An additional online chapter exploring the application of EU law  
in non-member states 

• A detailed timeline charting the evolution of EU law, to help  
students navigate key events and institutions 

Cover illustration: Fresco depicting Rape of  
Europe, from Pompeii, Roman Civilization, 
1st Century / De Agostini Picture Library /  
G. Nimatallah / The Bridgeman Art Library
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FORD

AND PERT

This clear and concise textbook 
provides an accessible and up-to-
date examination of international 
humanitarian law. With the aid of 
detailed examples, extracts from relevant 
cases and useful discussion questions, 
students are expertly guided through 
the text. A recommended reading list 
is included in every chapter to support 
deeper engagement with the material. 
Emerging trends in theory and practice 
are also explored and examined, allowing 
readers to build on their knowledge 
and grapple with some of the biggest 
challenges facing the law of armed 
confl ict in the twenty-fi rst century.

Cover illustration: © Perry Mastrovito/Corbis. 
Cover design: Andrew Ward.
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EMILY CRAWFORD is a lecturer and Co-Director of 
the Sydney Centre for International Law (SCIL). 
She teaches international law and international 
humanitarian law, and has delivered lectures both 
locally and overseas on international humanitarian 
law issues, including the training of military 
personnel.

ALISON PERT lectures at the University of Sydney 
in international law, specialising in the use of 
force and international humanitarian law. She 
is a qualifi ed barrister and has practised as a 
lawyer in government and in the private sector in 
London, Papua New Guinea and Australia. She has 
represented Australia at international organisations 
including Unidroit and UNCITRAL, and in treaty 
negotiations.
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  Law in Context
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This latest edition of Moffat’s Trusts Law has been fully revised 

and updated to cover recent statutory developments and explore 

the impact of a wealth of new cases, including the Supreme Court 

decisions in Pitt v Holt (2013), FHR European Ventures v Cedar 

Capital Partners (2014) and Williams v Central Bank of Nigeria 

(2014). It has been restructured to incorporate a new chapter on 

the internationalisation of the trust which provides an understand-

ing of the new directions being taken in the areas of trust law and 

equitable remedies. Supplementary material includes an online 

chapter on occupational pension schemes. With suggestions for 

further reading guiding the student to contemporary debates, this 

leading textbook retains its hallmark combination of a contextu-

alised approach and a commercial focus and remains the serious 

student’s textbook of choice.

JONATHAN GARTON is a Professor of Law at the University  

of Warwick. He has written widely on the law of trusts, with a 

particular focus on charities.

‘No other text comes close to providing such a range of useful 

materials.  A unique and valuable resource.’ 

Charlie Webb, London School of Economics

 

‘Clearly written and accessible, Moffat’s Trusts Law certainly helps 

my students understand the complexities of trusts and equity.’ 

Andy Hayward, Durham University

 

‘For the reader who seeks not only to know the law but also to 

understand it, this book is ideal: every page contains a pearl.’ 

Simon Cooper, Oxford Brookes University
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  Law in Context

Now in its sixth edition, Sentencing and Criminal Justice has been 
extensively rewritten to reflect recent legislation, guidelines and judicial 
decisions. New material includes comparative sentencing research, which 
looks at models from other countries in comparison with the approach in 
England and Wales, and an additional chapter focusing on civil preventive 
orders and other ancillary orders. Written with clarity of expression coupled 
with critical analysis, this textbook offers an unrivalled combination of 
expertise, accessibility and coverage. This is the essential text for anyone 
interested in criminal justice.
 
 
A ND RE W A SHWO R T H  is Vinerian Professor of English Law Emeritus, 
University of Oxford and Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford. He was a 
member of the Sentencing Advisory Panel for eleven years and Chairman 
from 2007 to 2010.

‘…a comfortingly authoritative guide through the minefield, asking 
(and answering) important questions, not only about the law,  
but also about priorities, principles and practice.’

Nicola Padfield, University of Cambridge

Cover image reproduced courtesy of Katherine Lubar / Getty Images.
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Pierre-Marie Dupuy is Emeritus Professor at the University of Paris 
II (Panthéon-Assas) and at the Graduate Institute of International and 
Development Studies in Geneva.

 Jorge E. Viñuales is the Harold Samuel Professor of Law and Environmental 
Policy at the University of Cambridge.

‘This is an excellent book, well organised and 
clearly written. An indispensable tool for  
academics and practitioners who are confronted 
with the central issue of our time, how to strike a 
proper balance between economic development  
and environmental protection.’ 

Francesco Francioni, European University Institute, 
Florence and LUISS, Rome

‘This book offers a great overview of a fast developing 
domain of knowledge. This comprehensive  
introduction guides students through theories,  
concepts and doctrines within this expanding 
law-discipline.’ 

Jacko A. van Ast, Erasmus University  
Rotterdam

Cover design: Andrew Ward

This textbook provides a concise, conceptually clear, and legally rigorous 
introduction to contemporary international environmental law and practice. 
Written in an accessible style, the book covers all the major multilateral 
environmental agreements, paying particular attention to their underlying 
structure, their main legal provisions and their practical operation. The  
material is structured into four parts: Part I – Foundations, Part II – Substantive 
Regulation, Part III –  Implementation and Part IV –  International Environmental 
Law as a Perspective. The presentation of the material blends policy and legal 
analysis and makes extensive reference to the relevant treaties, instruments and 
jurisprudence. All chapters include a detailed bibliography, along with numerous 
figures to summarise the main components of the regulation and ensure that 
readers do not lose sight of the ‘forest’ while focusing on the ‘trees’.
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ASIL Insights, the “international law 
behind the headlines,” provide brief, 
balanced accounts of the international 
law issues raised by newsworthy late-
breaking events. They cover the gamut 
of international legal topics, with past 
articles covering topics such as the legality 
of intervention in Syria, the United States’ 
implementation of adverse WTO rulings, 
and the International Court of Justice’s 
ruling on Antarctic whaling.  ASIL Insights 
are distributed to subscribers and posted 
on the ASIL website approximately two 
times a month. 

To receive ASIL Insights, simply create a 
guest account at asil.org. To view past 
Insights or propose a new one, visit  
www.asil.org/Insights.

ASIL Insights 

Serving International Lawyers.  
Strengthening International Law.

ASIL Insights are a 
wonderful way for 
me to learn quickly 

from people who are 
knowledgeable and 
authoritative about 
recent and ongoing 

developments in 
international law, 

particularly in areas 
that are a little 

outside my own area 
of expertise, so they 

help me stay abreast, 
and they make me 

more effective in my 
teaching.

 Allen Weiner
Senior Lecturer at  

Stanford University Law School 
and Director of Stanford’s 

Program in International and 
Comparative Law
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