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John B. McConaughy

John McConaughy, Professor of Political Science
at the University of South Carolina, died by
drowning in the Savannah river on May 30, 1972.
For 28 years John McConaughy was a member
of the faculty at the University of South Carolina,
having taught previously at East Central Junior
College in Decatur, Mississippi, and at the
University of Minnesota, Duluth.

Born in Rochelle, Hlinois, in 1912, McConaughy
was a Political Science major and graduate
student at the University of Alabama where he
received both the A.B. and M.A. degrees. Further
graduate study at the doctoral level was taken at
the University of Chicago where the Ph.D. was
granted in 1943. Post doctoral studies in inter-
national relations and international law were taken
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at the University of London in 1947 and at the
University of Paris in 1950.

During his nearly three decades of service in
South Carolina, McConaughy contributed widely
of his academic and political talents. He was
active in state politics and was a friend and
advisor to many prominent in public life. His
practical experience in politics and his academic
interests happily conjoined on many occasions

to produce materials for the professional journals
of the discipline. His early study of the personality
characteristics of South Carolina legislators was
a pioneering work that gained wide recognition
and acclaim. In more recent years McConaughy’s
attention centered on his specialty of international
relations. He was a staunch supporter of the
United Nations and worked tirelessly to advance
the cause of world order under law.

As a teacher, friend, and counselor he will be
remembered with affection and respect by his
students and colleagues. He is survived by his
wife, Nancy, and a married daughter, Mrs. Walter
Baker of Columbia.

James E. Larson
University of South Carolina
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