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action. But one cannot help wondering how much help was given ot
of a genuine spirit of compassion and a humble acknowledgement 0
responsibility, and how much as a sop to the conscience both of the
individual and of the nation. People today have little notion of the
theological significance of almsgiving. At worst it is seen as an unavoi¢”
able duty; at best it is often a form of sentimental humanitarianism. It
either case the motive for giving is far removed from true Christian
charity. which reverences and respects other people and ministers t©
them as to Christ himself.

The tragedy of the little child and the other miseries which it brought
to light are not of course merely a French national problem. Six months
ago we in England read of an old man who pleaded not to be sent ©@
the workhouse and who within two weeks of being sent there died
according to the official medical report, of grief and shame. And it ¥
not irrelevant to notice that for the current year contributions to the
R.S.P.C.A. were well in advance of donations to the R.S.P.C.C. '

The appeal of this book is not that of the romantic war-time resi$”
tance leader who ‘has become a legend in France with his beret, blac
beard and benign smile’. It is the appeal of a man of God living the
Gospels unself-consciously, without for a moment thinking that he 3
either doing or becoming anything extraordinary. The life of the Abbe
Pierre proves that true Christian charity is both practical and accept”
able; that so far from robbing some unfortunate man of the last shreds
of his self-esteem and dignity, service to one’s neighbour done out 0t 2
love of God heals wounded pride and restores self-esteem. Abbé Pier®
tells us in a Foreword that ‘one saves oneself in saving others’. HOW
different is this expression of true compassion from what we so oft%
find: one saves others in order to save oneself. The latter is the ‘chanity
which any self-respecting man abominates. And yet we learn from
absorbing and well-written story of a modern St Vincent de Paul how
true love can transform the baser counterfeit with which we so ofte®
perhaps unconsciously, trade; ‘the kingdom of heaven is like to Jeaver
which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, until the who'°
was leavened’.

Murpocs ScotT, 0-F

No Man 1s aN Istanp. By Thomas Merton (Hollis & Carter; 165_')
The Author tells us in his preface that ‘these meditations are musmz?
upon questions that are, to me, relatively or absolutely importa? di'.
That they are musings, and thus not always directed to a defined 2t
ence, may explain the somewhat remote and impersonal style 0 {2
writing, which though it demands close attention, is none the less ©

high order. The Essays are full of trenchant, revealing phrases, shed
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lew light on old truths. ‘A love that is selfless that honestly seeks truth
085 not make unlimited concessions to the beloved’—a thought which
$hould dispel the widespread confusion of charity with mere amia-
aty. ‘Sanctity does not consist in doing the will of God. It consists in
g the will of God’—a thing which once said is clear but which is
n.Ot‘always said. The meditation on Pure Intention explains Tauler’s
\Stinction between a right and a simple intention; the latter does all
88 not only for God but in God; the former brings it about ‘that
We worl:: with enough detachment to keep ourselves above the work to
tiz one’. ‘A right intention aims only at right action. A simple inten-
0 keeps our life hidden in Christ with God.”
of e thc'cssgy on Sincerity Fr Merton writes: ‘In the end the problem
X e‘gceﬂty isa problt‘:m of lqvc , and he goes on to say W1th0}1t naming
o I that the practice of birth control implies a failure of sincerity in
Ve between husband and wife. ‘A love’, he writes, ‘that fears to have
againren' for any motive whatever is a @ox.re tl}at fears_ love. It is divided
oo st fl’tself‘. It is a lie and a contradiction.” Speaking, as Fr Merton
el hatural human love the last half-dozen words need further
forn, allclatlog. Ther.e are Qathohc_s mvolved in t}n§ sin who are not
pe rfect'y guilty of it. Is thelr_ love msmcqre? If sincerity is equated with
ever blon’ then since nothing human is perfect nothing human can
igne e}:Nholly sincere. Th1§ hqwever is to deal in absolutes, apd to
humi;tl e fact that the relative is the practical norm of human life. A
Sincensy ove may well be sincere though imperfect, perhaps because it
cOnced}:il'ecogmzes its own imperfection. Surely that much may be
Withho?d t0 a modern predicament, and surely to concede less 1s to
Whic that small bu‘t necessary amount Qf'en'couragem'ent, without
impg Perseverance in the ways of the spirit is for ordinary people
Possible. Of such is a good portion of Fr Merton’s public.
R. VELARDE
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AIT%’ REASON AND Mopern Psvcmiatry. Edited by Francis J.
.fflcelanc!, M.D. (Kenedy, New York; $6.00)
N . 8 a serious and important symposium of five psychiatrists, two
a pn.nmcans (and a Jesuit foreword writer), an historian of Medicine,
from osopher and an anthropologist, all American or Canadian apart
their itrvl:o Spaniards, and linked with one another by the Faith at1111d
erest i . . .
general 5ipy, ofntlhét; osgflr(l.thesm with psychology and psychiatry, the
< British ps hl 3 : . f d
:1sh psychiatrist will rapidly smell the ghost of Freud as
ﬁngfsnt 10 this work as, one hears, in all New World psychiatry. It
. Sven around the editor who, in his initial, general survey, tends

O re « ! ), I : :
Ject the ‘somatic’ approach” with that of nineteenth-century





