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FROM THE EDITOR

This issue of the NATIONALITIES PAPERS contains three papers
that were deliyered at the Midwest Slavic Conference, May 1-3, 1975,
at Cleyeland State University.

The session had been organized and sponsored by the Association
for the Study of the Nationalities. Our Associlation appreciates this
opportunity to have been a part of the conference and our thanks go
to the organizers of the conference, Professor Jeanette Tuve in par-
ticular for her understanding and assistance which we have experi-
enced at all stages of preparation. '

All three papers shed some light on a very little-known aspect
of modern Russian history during the period of the Provisional Gov-
ermment in 1917, and above all, on the relations between the non-
Russian peoples and the Provisional Govermment.

All three contributors seem to agree on the Provisional Govern-
ment's unwillingness to deal seriously and responsibly with one of
the most poignant issues in former Tsarist Russia. Despite its re-
cognition of basic democratic principles, the Provisional Govermment
went down into the pages of history as a defender of the Russian
colonial empire with its refusal to extend the right of self-deter-
mination to non-Russian nationalities. Therefore, we suggest view-
ing the Provisional Goverrment not so much as truly democratic but
first of all as a nationalistic institution more interested in the
preservation of the Empire than in democratic principles.

To broaden the American East European studies within the area
of our interest, we invite experts to contribute articles, papers,
and book reviews. We also would appreciate, as in the past, a con-
tinuous effort on the part of our readers to increase the subscrip-
tion of the NATIONALITIES PAPERS by individuals, libraries, and
institutions.

Statements or opinions published in NATIONALITIES PAPERS do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Association or the Editor.
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