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THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR THEATRE RESEARCH

The American Society for Theatre Research (ASTR) is a US-based professional organi-
zation that fosters scholarship on worldwide theatre and performance, both historical and
contemporary.

ASTR was founded in 1956 to encourage theatre scholarship and to provide a link with
other similar groups represented in the International Federation for Theatre Research (IFTR/
FIRT). Its name was adopted to distinguish it from the Society for Theatre Research, based
in the United Kingdom.

In 1967, the American Society for Theatre Research was incorporated under the laws of
New Jersey as a nonprofit corporation, and it is the only theatre organization in the United
States affiliated with the IFTR/FIRT. The ASTR Annual Meeting occurs in the fall of each year.
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