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TAENA AND THE LAND
This is in the nature of a few comments on the suggestion
Made in Dom Griffiths’ paper that a literal return to the
and and manual work might be a necessary condition for
the symbolism of the Bible to come to life in all its manifold
Tchness, Qur experience in a lay community of families
tngaged in agricultural and craft work suggests that there is
a vita] relationship between the land and the symbol. But
the mystery of the relationship precludes a generalization.
efore we were received into the Church our search for
©mmunity was a search through the arid wastes of the
Modern pagan world for the primary universal symbol of
other Church. We were for many years unable—as are
Many today—to recognize the visible Church as this
Carer of life because ‘Community’ was so lacking in practice.
ta time when man has become divorced from both natural
ind supernatural roots and has consequently disintegrated
o unrelated parts, it is this aspect of the Church as a
“Mmunity, as the mystical body of Christ incarnate in
Uman life, which is so crucial. The symbols of community
;‘;el‘ ¢ still there in the sacraments, the liturgy and the teach-
2 8 of the Church, but it was not being lived in daily life—
Ot taking form—and therefore the Word was not spoken.
ret hen the head and the heart are divorced, we have to
2 Urn to the sources so that the hidden springs can rise
8an. The Bible, the Church, speak of the sources of life,
N cnergy. A dogma, a sacrament, are sources of life, sym-
Erefi which grow and unfold where two or three are gath-
oot together and the sap rises from the multitudinous
Proc. By living them, the symbols are experienced and
omgresswely understood by all men—whether intellectually
Ovpl‘ehended or not. By manual work, prayer, reading,
to liefrty and obedience to God’s will, the symbol will spring
latte €Cina way which is obscure to the 131tellect, in fact the
to dr 1s afraid of the symbol because of its power and seeks
EStroy it by analysis, To live the symbol is to accept the
ttht';ry of the inherent irreconcilable opposites and to suffer
p Irth of the new form which contains and transcends the
chﬁgmtesw the man and woman await the birth of the
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414 THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

‘Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bring forth a Son.
‘He whom the whole world cannot contain, becoming
man, was enclosed within thy womb.’
The miracles of our Lord, the kissing of the leper by St
Francis, the meeting of hand with earth and dung are mys-
terious, related necessities.

As townsmen, one of our earliest experiences was to meet
the natural vegetative and instinctual cycles for the first
time. The earth, the sun, rain and wind; ploughing, sowing,
harvesting, decaying; love and death—these became the
warp in the fabric of our lives. Through the many person
relationships of the community life we began to be aware
of these elemental cycles in the inner experience of each
individual—each autumn brings a different kind of death,
each summer we harvest what we have sown in the winter
and early spring.

Finally we were led to the Church, to the liturgical cycle
in the Mass and the divine Ofhice and discovered that her¢
were the same cycles on the supernatural level. The natur2
was redeemed, life was at one and undivided. It needed no
comprehensive analysis to bring all this to life. The life was
there in the beginning, taking us in flesh and blood through
the Old Testament to the Redemption.

To understand a symbol, to stand under it, means t0
experience its growing and expanding power of illumina-
tion. To work backwards from the New Testament to the
Old, to analyse, inspect, is to destroy the meaning and the
life—to use the rational faculty in the wrong place. W€
have to begin at the beginning and wait in silence with the
humility of a child, not trying to grasp the meaning befort
the appointed time.

The following quotation from the Epistle of the blessed
Apostle James is incorporated into the provisional Rule ©
the Community to which I belong: .

“Wait, then, brethren, in patience for the Lord’s coming:
See how the farmer looks forward to the coveted returf
of his land, yet waits patiently for the early and the lat¢
rains to fall before they can be brought it. You too must
wait patiently and take courage. The Lord’s coming is closé
at hand.’ GEeorGe INESON





