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gest reviewers. The website automatically acknowledges receipt of the 

manuscript and provides a manuscript reference number. Every effort 

will be made to provide the author with a rapid review. Correspondence 

must quote manuscript reference number and should be sent by email to 
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4) text; 

5) references; 
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the published version. Tables and fi gures exceeding these limits may be 
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supplementary materials. Supplementary tables and fi gures should be 

numbered separately from the tables and fi gures in the published issue, 

beginning with Supplementary Table 1 and Supplementary Figure 1. 

The Journal does not accept footnotes or appendices.

Where relevant, manuscripts should include a paragraph on the 

policy implications of the fi ndings of the study. Acronyms should be 

clearly spelled out on fi rst use. The use of product trade names should 

be avoided; generic names should be used except where discussion of 

proprietary brands is essential to the manuscript. 

Cover Sheet and Cover Letter.   A cover letter, signed by all 

authors, must attest that 1) each author contributed to the conception 

and design or analysis and interpretation of data and the writing of the 

paper; 2) each has approved the version being submitted; and 3) the 

content has not been published nor is being considered for publication 

elsewhere.

As relevant to the content of the paper, the letter should also attest 

to the fact that any research with human or animal subjects conforms to 

the legal and ethical standards of the country in which it was performed. 

All authors must disclose any fi nancial arrangements with companies 
whose products are discussed in the paper or their competitors; such 

information will not be revealed to reviewers but may be included in a 

suitable format in the fi nal publication if the manuscript is accepted.

Access the Confl ict of Interest disclosure form at http://www.icmje.

org/coi_instructions.html. The cover letter should also provide all 

authors’ full names, professional degrees, and institutional mailing 

addresses.

The cover sheet should list 

1) the article’s full title, 

2) a short title (50 characters or less) for the running head

3) the name of the corresponding author and her/his

4) complete mailing address, 

5) telephone number, and 

6) e-mail address.

Abstract and Keywords.   A 100- to 250-word abstract, submitted on a 

separate page, should summarize the objectives of the study or analysis, the 

article’s major arguments and/or results, and its conclusions/ recommenda-

tions. Abstracts must be submitted in four sections: Objectives; Methods; 

Results; and Conclusions, except where the subject or format of the article 

does not permit. Three to fi ve key words, using terms from the Medical 

Subject Headings from Index Medicus, should follow the abstract.
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als in parentheses. Bibliographic citations in the text should be indicated by 

Arabic numerals in parentheses. When authors are mentioned in the text, the 
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