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United Nations (U.N.) Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and 
Their Property, Introductory Note by David P. Stewart 

The U.N. Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their Property provides for a presumption 
of immunity, as supported by principles of customary international law. 

Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships 
in Asia, Introductory Note by Moritaka Hayashi 

The Agreement reaffirms the duty of States to cooperate in the prevention and suppression of piracy under 
the UNCLOS. 

World Trade Organization (WTO) Appellate Body Report: Dominican Republic-Measures 
Affecting the Importation and Internal Sale of Cigarettes, Introductory Note by 

Eliza Patterson 
The WTO Appellate Body found no error in the WTO Panel's interpretation and application of the 

term "necessary" in Article XX(d) of GATT 1994. 

Memorandum from United States President Bush on the Avena case, and the Supreme 
Court Decision in Medellin, Introductory Note by Frederic Kirgis 

On February 28, 2005, U.S. President Bush issued a memorandum stating that the U.S. would comply with 
the IC] decision in the Avena case. The U.S. Supreme Court, in considering the petitioner's writ of habeas 

corpus and claims under the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, dismissed Medellin's writ of habeas 
corpus as "improvidently granted," finding that the state proceeding may provide him with the review and 

reconsideration of his Vienna Convention claims. 

Global Environmental Facility (GEF): Beijing Declaration of the Second Global Environ
mental Facility Assembly, Introductory Note by Maurizio Ragazzi 

The Beijing Declaration of the GEF Second Assembly expands the GEF's mandate to cover land degradation, 

desertification, deforestation and persistent organic pollutants. 
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INTERNATIONAL LEGAL MATERIALS 

Statement of Editorial Policy 

International Legal Materials is a core publication of The American Society of International Law that reproduces 
texts of documents reflecting the broad scope and evolution of international law. The range of covered subjects 
has expanded from traditional topics such as international organizations, jurisdiction, maritime law and trade to 
include developments in fields such as electronic commerce, environmental law, human rights and war crimes 
jurisprudence. 

International Legal Materials serves as both a bi-monthly information service and a widely recognized archive 
of international law documents for a diverse, global community of legal scholars, government officials, private 
practitioners and institutions sharing a common interest in international law. To meet the varied demands of such 
a readership, documents are selected from world-wide sources on the basis of their present and future legal 
significance. For this reason, purely political or issue-advocacy documents are usually excluded from consideration, 
as are draft laws not in final form or lacking a unique, lasting character. 

International Legal Materials is prepared for publication in Washington, D.C. by a staff of Editors acting with 
both the advice of the Editorial Advisory Committee and the assistance of Corresponding Editors around the world. 
In order to reproduce the texts of selected documents under tight production schedules, the best available source 
is used, whether electronic or printed. To best ensure the quality of electronic texts, the ILM Office staff works 
in conjunction with official sources to correct any apparent errors. 

Readers are invited to send comments to: 

Ruth Teitelbaum 
Managing Editor, International Legal Materials 
The American Society of International Law 
2223 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20008-2864 
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