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frequently confused and badly written paraphrase of foreign-language handout
materials from the 1970 Moscow meetings of the International Federation of
Library Associations (IFLA), together with some additional data from displays
in the All-Union Library of Foreign Literature in Moscow and from the author’s
visits to several libraries during that congress.

The uninitiated will only be misled by the often inexact rendition of major
institutional names and library publications (the official Russian titles are never
cited). Misconceptions, errors, and mistranslations abound on every page and are
much too numerous to cite here.

How much better it would have been to update and augment the authoritative
1959 volume by Paul L. Horecky, Libraries and Bibliographic .Centers in the
Soviet Union, than to issue a misleading and makeshift substitute by an author
unfamiliar with the institutions described and apparently not even linguistically
competent to handle the basic literature in the field. Librarians should be warned
not to let Chandler’s publication mar their reference shelves.

Patricia K. GRIMSTED
Harvard Ukrainian Research Instituie
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