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TEbe l£jcav>ation6 at
S t Hugustine's Bbbey, Canterbury

IN the history of Christianity in England the site of St. Augustine's
Abbey has an importance second to none. Built to be the burial-

places of the Archbishops of Canterbury and the Kings of Kent, the
early church remained standing for nearly 500 years, and when at last
it came to be destroyed after the Norman Conquest, to make way for
a greater building, a careful description of its relics was made, and by
a happy chance the description has survived.

By this means it has been possible in our own day to identify beyond
any reasonable doubt the remains of St. Augustine's Church, which was
unfinished at his death in 604, with the actual tombs of his successors,
Laurentius, Mellitus, and Justus, and excavation has also revealed later
additions to the early building, which are probably due to St. Dunstan
in the tenth century.

The following is a brief recital of what has been done:—
In 1900 the site of the eastern portion of the Abbey Church and of

the Conventual buildings was bought by public subscription and, under
the direction of the late Sir W. H. St. John Hope and Mr. Sebastian
Evans, the Tudor Lady Chapel, the crypt of Abbot Scotland (1070-1087)
with its three chapels, and the eastern side of the central tower, also built
by Scotland, were excavated. Then the Chapter house and Infirmary
foundations were discovered under the Abbey Field.

In 1913 the work was resumed and the central part of the church
exposed to view, including the north transept and eastern part of the nave
with the north aisle, and under the Norman foundations the round church
of Abbot Wulfric (1047-1059), and the remains of the north portions of
St. Augustine's Church with the original tombs of his first three successors,
Laurence, Mellitus, and Justus.

During the War the work was stopped, but in 1920, largely through
the generosity of the late Lord Northbourne, who has also contributed
a large part of the cost of the Abbey Field, we were enabled to resume
digging, and since then have excavated the whole of the nave down to the
west do'or, and the whole of the south transept together with an important
fourteenth-century chapel, probably the Chapel of St. Anne or the
Countess's Chapel, in which was buried Juliana de Leyburne, Countess
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of Huntingdon, in 1367. In the nave we have had to go far deeper than
we expected, and have found not only the floor and western front of
Augustine's original church with nave and narthex, but some later Saxon
extensions probably made in the time of St. Dunstan. These have all
been planned by Mr. C. R. Peers, F.S.A., Chief Inspector of Ancient
Monuments, and Mr. Alfred Clapham, F.S.A., who are of opinion that
in them we have the earliest plan of a Benedictine Church in Europe
derived directly through St. Gregory from St. Benedict and Monte Cassino.
The attached plan resembles that of Reculver, St. Pancras, and other
early churches in Kent; but it shows not only the church with its north
and south porticus and eastern apse, but continuations of the aisles,
a narthex approached by steps from a vestibule, and in front of that a fore-
court with a western tower.

To complete the work we must excavate the western parts of the
north and south aisles, the remainder of Wulfric's crypt, and what we
can of the ground to the north of the church, but our funds have come
quite to an end. The Society of Antiquaries and the Kent Archaeological
Societ}' have been most generous to us but can give no further pecuniary
assistance at present, though they entirely agree as to the importance
of the work.

St. Augustine's College has not enough funds for the purpose for
which it was founded, viz. for training Missionaries, and cannot apply
its resources to the furtherance of historical research.

We are therefore bound to appeal again to the friends who have
helped us before, and to the general public who are interested in the
history of their country, to enable us to carry on the work, which must
otherwise stop, by prompt and generous subscriptions.

It will take another two years to complete the work and a sum of not
less than ^750, but the result will be out of all proportion to the cost
—the complete architectural story of the first Benedictine Abbey in
England with its unique and wonderful history, suspended at the Dis-
solution in 1538, but restored to sacred uses in 1848.

Donations or subscriptions for one or two years may be sent to
the BURSAR, St. Augustine's College, Canterbury, who will thankfully
acknowledge them.

ARTHUR M. KNIGHT
(Bishop), Warden.

R. U. POTTS,
Bursar.
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Plan of original Saxon Church
built by S. Augustine in VII century

and later Saxon additions

by C.R.Peers.Esq.Chitf In-
spector of Ancient Monuments
and A. Clapham, Esq., F. S.A.
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JUST PUBUSHED.-h FASCINATING MANUAL ON WHAT TO SEE
OF INTEREST IN AN OLD PARISH CHURCH.

Containing1 320 pages, with 274 illustrations, large 8vo. Cloth Gilt.
Frioe 218. net, postage 9d. extra.

ENGLISH CHURCH FITTINGS,
FURNITURE, AND ACCESSORIES

BY

J. CHARLES COX, LL.D., F.S.A.
Author of ' The English Parish Church', &*c.

With an Illustrated Introduction by AYMER VALLANCE, M.A., F.S.A.
Author of ' The Old Colleges of Oxford1.

DR. COX has already dealt with the fabric of the Parish Church itself, but in the present
work—the last of his long and able series on antiquarian subjects—he has endeavoured
to give an informative, illustrated account of the objects of interest which are to be

seen in and around the old Parish Church. This includes much that is curious and rare, but
also an array of beautiful and appropriate craftsmanship in Wood, Stone, Metalwork, Decora-
tive Painting, and Embroidery, which all contributed to the rich and noble effect of the interior.
The author's aim has been to indicate briefly and simply the characteristics of each fitting,
not only in both Mediaeval and post-Reformation times, but also to distinguish the different
types of design and workmanship in various parts of the country especially in the Middle Ages.

ILLUSTRATED PROSPECTUS SENT POST FREE ON APPLICATION.

B. T. BATSFORD, Ltd., Publishers, 04 High Holborn, London, W.C. 1.

Regd. No. 679280. BOOK-ENDS
You have Loose Books in your
Library, Office or Home. Keep
them neat and tidy by using

these Book-Ends.
Will hold securely upright any nnmber of books—up to largest sites. Weight of books on each base-plate
holds the frames upright. Very strong—practically unbreakable.
Base plate of steel, covered top and bottom with green blind-linen, and attached by countersunk, screws
passing deep into the three uprights. Top piece invisibly nailed.
Made in light, dark or fume<1 oak ; also in mahogany. Highly finished.
Useful on top of tables, shelves, roll-top desks, chests of diawers, mantel shelves, cupboards. Sic, he.
All British Manufacture.

Price PER PAIR, In Oak, a/6; in Mahogany, 3/-; Postage and Packing 6d. per pair extra.
Money refunded if not approved. II Oak be required, please state shade. Mention Offer 414.

FOYLE'S BOOKLOVER'S PARADISE, iiji-ias Charing Crow Road, LONDON, W.C. a.

ON THE SITE OF THE GLOBE
PLAYHOUSE OF SHAKESPEARE
lying to the North of Maiden Lane, Bankside, Southwark. By GEORGE
HUBBARD, F.S.A., Vice-President, R.I.B.A. With a frontispiece, 12 plates,
and 2 plans. Demy 4*0. 7s 6d net.

' A fascinating book with a pocketful of maps of London when there was bear-baiting on
Bar.kside and the river was gay with passenger traffic. It does its publishers great credit'

The Evening Standard,
Cambridge University Press, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 4. C. F. Clay, Manager
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