
Children’s and adolescents’ sensitivity to the social meanings of variation is also
highlighted. The chapter by Mihi Park analyses the effects of formal L2 learning
experience on learners of Korean as an L3 in Singapore considering several
factors; this study reports that L1 influence in speech neutralises the effects of
formal L2 experience and typological proximity in L3 speech. Rebecca Lurie
Starr’s chapter compares Mandarin sociolinguistic development in international
and local schools; this study points out that children in local schools tend to
adopt more local patterns and show much greater sociolinguistic knowledge.

The learners’dispositionfor identity-makingandstance-takingalsodeterminestheir
in-progress selection of linguistic variants, as they contribute to shaping both one’s per-
ception and others’. Although based on small samples, this is one of the main conclu-
sions that the readercandrawfrom this volume. I highly recommend it for thoseseeking
to take a close look at linguistic variation in SLA and the researchmethodologies used.
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Olga Timofeeva’s Sociolinguistic variation in Old Englishmakes a novel contribu-
tion to the nascent field of historical sociolinguistics in demonstrating howeven for-
mulaic, legalistic texts can be carefully examined for evidence of sociolinguistic
variation. Timofeeva surveys several historically and demographically critical
moments in the Old English period (from the fifth to twelfth centuries), particularly
the era of Alfred the Great and the period of significant language contact under
William I. To do so, she considers different genres as representative of different
factors that condition variation (e.g. region and gender) and analyzes them in
conjunction with facts about authorship and societal structure.

Chapter 1 presents the theoretical background and the corpus of texts that forms
the basis of the study. Timofeeva makes a compelling case for the treatment of legal
texts as speech-related genres, given their reliance on performative speech acts and
their oral performance before public audiences. She also reconstructs two distinct
types of communities in which Old English linguistic norms emerged and
spread: discourse communities vs. communities of practice. The former is charac-
terized by a set of shared traditions that transcend time and space and can be spread
via documents themselves, while the latter entails in-person communication and the
deliberate development of shared linguistic practices at specific moments in time.
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Chapters 2, 3, and 7 provide a reconstruction of linguistic communities: King
Alfred’s court (chapter 2), the Norman scribes that accompanied William I
(chapter 7), and the more anonymous communities interacting with legal docu-
ments of different genres, to the extent that they can be differentiated on the
basis of occupation, gender, and region (chapter 3). Chapters 4–6 each focus on
a legal genre. In chapter 4, Timofeeva reconstructs regional variation in the
writing of diplomas, which can be associated with different Anglo-Saxon king-
doms and where we can observe the growing influence of Alfred’s West Saxon
court. Chapter 5, on writs, demonstrates how the social standings of the author
and addressee are reflected in the choice of salutations and speech act verbs.
Chapter 6, on wills, provides an opportunity to examine gender-based variation,
given a large number of female authors.

This work is likely to be of interest to historical linguists, given its nuanced treat-
ment of lexical and morphosyntactic change in Old English, and to sociolinguists
who are interested in the viability of synchronic variationist concepts in bygone
communities. It may also be of value to legal scholars, since it illustrates the
social origins behind traditions of legal writing that survive to this day. The meth-
odology and conclusions are accessibly written, and individual chapters are self-
contained enough to be assigned as case studies in historical linguistics courses.
In particular, chapter 2 on King Alfred’s court is a compelling study of the propa-
gandistic coinage of new terms for the political goal of uniting the Anglo-Saxon
kingdoms, and chapter 7 is a reconstruction of Norman-English language
contact-in-progress following the Norman Conquest, which serves as a much-
needed contribution to our understanding of the mechanisms of contact-induced
change at greater time depths.
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This book joins a growing body of literature that looks to distinguish yet
de-exceptionalize the Arabian Peninsula, adding nuance to local expressions of lan-
guage and identity while, at the same time, situating Gulf states amidst global waves
of change. The strength of this volume lies in its portrayal of Gulf societies as
hybrid, multilingual spaces, shaped and transformed not only by top-down
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