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Nature in the Round is indubitably valuable as a source book on a
multitude of environmental topics, but to achieve the ‘step towards the
invention of environmental science’ that is its aim would need a more
conspicuous editorial presence. Judging from what is offered here, the
foundation stones of this new science seem firm enough, but we still await
the concrete to bind them together.

ALASTAIR FITTER

Cranes of the World, by Lawrence Walkinshaw. Winchester

Press, New York, $25.00.

‘Monumental’ is the apt adjective for this book—a monument to the fifteen
surviving species of a family of birds which has decorated the earth for
millions of years but whose existence is increasingly menaced by man; and
equally a monument to the dedication and achievement of an amateur
ornithologist in the truest sense of the term. Retiring from a dental practice
only five years ago, he has amassed, in 370 pages, the results of over forty
years’ observations of wild and captive cranes, supported by intensive
research in libraries and museums. This comprehensive array of information
is enlivened by some fine descriptive writing, generous quotation, and 138
well-chosen photographs, ten of them in colour, and for the most part taken
by the author himself on his extensive travels.

The plan of the book is simple: preface; introduction (summarising the
characteristics of the family, and the classification of living and fossil
species); the fifteen biographies set out under roughly comparable headings;
23 tables of miscellaneous data; an appendix listing the majority of plants
and animals incidentally mentioned in the text (but unfortunately without
page references); and a species by species bibliography. In general, there is
something of interest for everyone and a conservation-minded reader will
especially enjoy the story of the whooping crane and the piecing together of
all that is known of the mysterious black-necked crane.

Perhaps inevitably, in a book of such ambitious scope, there are several
defects in the organisation and appraisal of material, and rather too many
misprints and minor errors. One must also deplore the haphazard and
unnecessary use of alternative English names, which besides being
confusing leads to some absurdities like ‘dark-crowned’ and ‘gray-crowned’
crane (for which reason the names ‘dark crowned crane’ and ‘gray crowned
crane’ are surely best avoided!). But despite these blemishes, this is a book
to which every gruiphile will undoubtedly turn for information and

- enjoyment for years to come.
HUGH F. 1. ELLIOTT

New Zealand Insects and their Story, by Richard Sharell.
Collins, £5.50.

As its title suggests, this is a popular account of entomology as illustrated
by the New Zealand insect fauna. The first chapter describes, in words and
pictures, the life history of the praying mantis. Thereafter the book follows
an orthodox pattern with chapters on butterflies and moths, beetles and
bugs, and other groups of insects. The style is enthusiastic without being too
gushing, and, although much of the descriptive material will be of interest
primarily to those living in New Zealand, most entomologists and
naturalists should find the book enjoyable and informative. A chapter on the
origin and evolution of insects does not differentiate sufficiently between
modern groups of animals and the ancestral ones from which they are
probably descended, but it is a readable and lively account of the subject.
One of the most enjoyable chapters is the biographical sketch of the pioneer
New Zealand entomologist G. V. Hudson. The much slighter account of
Fabre which accompanies it is not relevant to the book’s theme.
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There are numerous colour and monochrome photographs and line
drawings, and a short appendix on insect photography. The ‘Catalogue of
Insects’, taken from Sir Vincent Wigglesworth’s The Life of Insects, has
been adapted in part to the requirements of the New Zealand fauna, but the
modifications could have been more thorough. A pleasing feature of the
book is the many references to different insects in the life and folklore of the
Maori people.

M. G. MORRIS

The Trade in Endangered Animals

Remarkably few people still know anything about the Advisory Committee
on the Animals (Restriction of Importation) Act, 1964, the pioneer body in
the field of controlling the trade in endangered animals, that arose from the
almost single-handed campaign waged by Lt Col C. L. Boyle when Hon.
Secretary of the Fauna Preservation Society, to get the subject taken notice
of. Yet here it is with its eighth annual report (HMSO), listing in con-
siderable detail the numbers of animals in certain groups that were imported
into the U.K. in 1972. There were 13,252 mammals, by far the greater part
of them monkeys and marmosets, and 268,982 reptiles, an overwhelmingly
large proportion being land or water tortoises. This ridiculous tortoise trade
goes on from year to year. Who really benefits from all these animals
doomed to die each winter? It is good to note the establishment of the
principle that licences to import wild-caught animals should only be granted
if no captive-bred specimens are available. It may not be long before this
proviso could stop the trade in wild-caught chimpanzees.

David and Charles have reprinted Edward T. Macdermot’s classic The
History of the Forest of Exmoor, with a short new introduction by R. J.
Sellick (£6.50). No history of Exmoor could be without its ecological
sidelights and in that way it is a rewarding book for the conservationist.

FACTS go hand in hand with
FENCES in bird conservation

O The British Trust for Ornithology
B is the organization whose members
provide the facts.

MEMBERS can take part in special enquiries, add to the
pleasure which they derive from birds by reading the frequent
issues of BTO News and the quarterly journal Bird Study or, if

they prefer, help support the Trust’s aims and work
financially.

Ask Gwen Bonham for membership details at

BRITISH TRUST FOR ORNITHOLOGY
Beech Grove, Tring, Herts, (Tring 3461)

Members joining after 3oth September receive up to
15 months membership for their first subscription.
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