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30 Years of Radio Astronomy
Edited by D E Goddardan

g objects; the Apollo moon
obes in the 80s—Parkes has played a vital
e at ‘the final frontier’. The telescope’s

Thirty years on from its opening, the scientists, engineers and technical staff who were
involved in the establishment and subsegtient development of this most successful of Australian
research instruments gathered to review and reflect on their achievements, and to recount some
of the human stories that were_so intimately bound up with this extraordinarily productive
he people at Parkes have established a tradition of innovation
and a unlque often uneonventional, approach to research that are not always apparent in the

@ Parkes: 30 Years of Radio Astronomy presents their accounts of the work and
life at Parkes and provides a fresh perspective on the growth of Australian science over the
past three decades.

https://doi.org/10.1017/51323358000019548 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S1323358000019548

BEYOND
SOUTHERN SKIES

RADIO ASTRONOMY AND THE PARKES TELESCOPE

PETER ROBERTSON
Foreword by Sir Bernard Lovell

Published by CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
September 1992 357 pages 115 photographs Hardcover

Beyond Southern Skies tells the story of the planning and construction of the Parkes Telescope in rural
New South Wales and surveys its achievements over the past thirty years. Around this central theme,
Peter Robertson presents a broader history of radio astronomy, describing its rapid rise to become the
respected partner of traditional optical astronomy. This very readable book is accessible to a general
audience and readers will be fascinated by the lively account of the personalities, politics and contro-
versy that lay behind the decision to build the telescope.

Part 1 is dedicated to Joe Pawsey, the founding father of Australian radio astronomy. It examines
Australia’s golden age in early radio astronomy and presents many of the leading characters. Part 2 tells
the story of the funding, design and construction of the telescope during the 1950s. It is dedicated to
Taffy Bowen, builder of the telescope, whose drive and determination made it a reality. Part 3 reviews
the achievements of the astronomers at Parkes during the past 30 years. This part is dedicated to John
Bolton, the first director at Parkes, who did more than any other to make the telescope such an
outstanding success.

“We should welcome this handsome book as a
valuable history of Australian radio astronomy;
it is well researched, easy to read and generously
illustrated. It left me wishing that someone
would write something equally attractive about
the work in the United Kingdom—golden ages
in science are rare and should be recorded.” e

Robert Hanbury Brown in Nature

“As a historical account of a major scientific
instrument and its supporting team of
scientists, Beyond Southern Skies has been held to !
high standards of readability and accuracy. Peter
Robertson’s narrative provides interesting
insight into the personalities of many of the
;\ir;g;rl‘!,c’haracters in the story: they really were It's the telescope of the future. It can look back millions of years.'

R.D. Davies in Science (Sydney Morning Herald, November 1961)

https://doi.org/10.1017/51323358000019548 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S1323358000019548



