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Amidst epochal changes elsewhere, 
the Western Hemisphere has under­

gone a major transformation of its own. 
:ans and North Americans — long divided 

by differing cultural, historical, economic, and political perspectives — 
are finding more common ground. In late 1994, cultural and intellec­
tual leaders of all political stripes from Latin America, the Caribbean, 
Canada, and the United States discussed their ideas of a New World 
culture. The fruits of that unprecedented "New Moment in the 
Americas," contained in this volume of essays, shatter cliches about 
the hemisphere's changing societies, politics, and cultures. 
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