
PAPER CURTAIN. Wearegetting not a little impatientofall this talk aboutthe
poor,neglectedhumanities.The humanitiesare neglectedto the very extent that we
have chosen to conceal our values in seven veils of false modesty. The values of
literary and linguistic scholarship are no longer (if they ever were) axiomatic,
though many ofus continue to act asif they were, and some ofus even feelit
undignified tostate the axioms. A changingworld may have put the humanitieson
the defensive; but we have only ourselves to blame ifwe are neglected-ifwe fail
to put up a defensive fight. Moreover, th.erole.of the humanities in the modern
world will never be determinedby us, or recognizedby others, asa result of mere
argument.It will have to be demonstrated-andnot for posterity alone. We per-
sonally hold that on this suddenly shrunkenglobe, teemingwith atomic ignorance
and distrust, humanestudiesare moreurgently neededthan at any other period in
history. But if humanists refuse to know themselves, they may be too late in their
unique efforts to teach the jet..minded millions how to know one another.

SNARE AND DILUTION. Much popularizationof scholarship is bad because
it is done by the wrong persons.Would the right personsrather damnthe wrong
persons than do the job themselves? Or isit simply that the right persons can't
write and resent those who can? Or do die right personsfeel that their efforts at
popularization,in order to be respectable,must be strictly limited to the'matricu-
lated public? We commend these questions to the consciences ofall unappre-
ciated,unhappyhumanistsin this harsh,scientific age.

AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY. There are asyetno definite plansforanew editionor
revision of the 21 volumes of the DAB, or for additionalsupplements(Vol. XXI
included personswho haddied before December31, 1935),althoughboth correc-
tions and the basic material for two or three supplementaryvolumes have been
steadily collected by Dr. Harris E. Starr andare housedin Yale's Hall of Graduate
Studies. This material, incidentally, includes bibliographiespreparedfor the project
by scholars at Illinois' Library School. The "archives" of the first 20 volumes-
including dataon subjects eventually excluded-arenow in the Library of Congress.
The DAB was,as MLA membersshouldknow (althoughmany do not), an ACLS
project, aidedfinancially by the New York Times, which holds the copyright on the
first 20 volumes.

CENSUS SUPPLEMENT. SeymourDe Ricci andWilliam JeromeWilson's Census
of Medie'Val and RenaissanceMSS intheU.S.andCanada, preparedand published
under ACLS sponsorship, appearedin 3 volumes in 1935, 1937, and (Indices)
1940.An early plan for continuing the Census wasto publish at intervals afew
pages of additions in Speculum, but as this intention was never carried out, the
steady flow of MSS to America soon made a supplementalvolume a great desid-
eratum. Its compilation was undertaken by C. U. Faye of the University of
Illinois Library with the aid of an ACLS grant; in this section (March 1949) we
invited membersto send materials to Mr. Faye. The compilationisnow ready for
printing, andthe Medireval Academywill probablybe the publisher.

NEUE DEUTSCHE BIOGRAPHIE. This 12-volume (800 pages each) revision
and condensationof the monumentalADB is in preparationby the Bavarian
Academy of Sciences, andwillbe publishedby Duncker andHumblot.

INFLATION AND INFLICTION. A member writes that he had to resign his
assistant professorshipata state university becausehe and his family "could not
survive" on his salary andbecausehe becameconvinced"that what is being offered
as educationin the humanities isa fraud" perpetuatedby faculty members"too
fearful of administrationandmorally too weak to do anythingabout it."

SCIENTISTS. In a conference at Arden House, last Septembera statement was
developedas the basis fora possible reorientationof the AAAS program.Part of
it should interest literary scholars: "In our modernsociety it is an absolutely essen-
tial matter that science--theresults of science-thenatureand importanceof basic
research-themethods of science-thespirit of science-bebett.er understoodby
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governmentofficialsby businessmen, and indeedby all the people.." This madeus
reflect on the incr~asjng number of able scientists who already write interesting
books about scientific research £o~ the benefit ofan ever-wideningpublic-persons
like Rachel Carson (The Sea around Us), GeorgeGamow (Mr. Tompkins, erc.);
Paul Sears, GeorgeR. Harrison,DonaldH. Menzel, JamesB. Conant,GeorgeGay-
lord Simpson, Banesh Hoffman, Amram Scheinfeld, R.W .. Gerard,Rene Dubos,
Roger J. Williams-to say nothing of Bertrand Russell, Mr. Einstein, and the
author of "the Smyth Report." We have daydreamsof hiring these people for
the English Departmentin our Ideal University. As co-chairmen,of course,we shall
have GerardPiel and Dennis Flanagan,publisher and editor respectively of the
Scientific Ameri~an, who have proved that scholars can write attractively aswellas
soundly about their specialties, by providing the editorial stimulation to makethem
do it.
ALMA MA TTER. When we start our own university, we intend to give Ph.D.
diplomasthat will completely disintegratein ten years. There is more than one way
to skin a sheep, and ours would make degreeseventually null andvoid. All gradu...
ateswho return to us for new doctorateswill then be awardedfellowships to some
other university, where they willbe requiredtosit underoneortwo top scholars in
their chosen field and alsoto take a number ofless specialized courses in other
disciplines.. This done, we shall happily mail them a brand-newdoctorate,guaran..
teed to last exactly onemoredecade.
BULLETINS. Members may be interested in the following publications of the
Social Science Research Council: Elbridge Sibley, Support for IndependentScholar-
shipandResearch (May 1951,131 pp., $1.25);Julian H .. Steward, Area Research:
Theory andPractice (Aug. 1950, 183 pp., $1.50); Wendell C. Bennett, Area
Studies in American Universities (1951,92 pp., $1.00).'Order from the Council,
230Park Ave., New York 17.

1952MEETING. The next annualmeeting of the Association is scheduledto be
held in Boston, Massachusetts,on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, December27,
28,and.29.
HONORS. NormanL. Torrey (Columbia) received the degreeof DocteurHonoris
Causade I'Universite de Paris on December1. He is one of.the very few American
scholars (another:H. C. Lancaster in 1946) to receive this degreesince President
Wilson was awardeditin 1918.Six of the seven honorarydegreesconferredby the
University of Chicago atthe inaugurationofitsnew Chancelloron October 18
were given scholars in the humanities, twoof them, William A .. Nitze and George
Sherburn,beingpastpresidentsof the MLA.
SEASON DUE.It is now generally.(and in some departmentalbudgetspainfully)
recognizedthat scientists "mature" early, that many a boyish Ph.D. in chemistry or
physics can 'commanda high salary becausehe can almost at once do significant
research beyond his dissertation. We bear him no grudge; but wedowish that
administrators-andfellowship committees of award-whoknow this all too well,
would somehowlearn to recognizeanother,relatedfact.. It needstobe emphasized,
and explained, that in most humanestudies (e.g.., literature) with rare exceptions
one matures asa scholar as one matures emotionally and socially-as he or she
gains experience of life. After the dissertation has been shelved with a sigh, or
after it has beenhopefully dredgedfor articles tobe sent to MLN or PMLA, most
young doctors in our field settle down to teach and live more orless normally; and
this isasit should be. What should not beis the sequel.For some years later (five,
seven, whatever), when true scholarly originality and maturity are becomingpossi-
ble, when the long years of gradua-tetraining can be put to somethingmore than
apprentice work, when a more experienced human being is ready for humane
studies, the AmericanPh.D. often finds himself isolatedboth from researchmaterials
andfrom a researchatmosphere,harassedby growingdomestic responsibilities,and
burdenedbya heavy teachingload (not to mentioncommittees). It is precisely at
this point, when he cannot afford it, either professionally or financially, that he
most needs to travel, to read,to reflect, to ·write. Can nothing be done to rescue
him?
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THE BALLOT. In the 1951 balloting fornew membersof the Executive Council
3,238 voteswere counted (2,839 in 1950, 3,395 in 1949). Elected were A.S.P.
Woodhouseof Toronto (1,076votes), Justin O'Brien of Columbia (927), and C.
Grant Loomis ~f California (877). Runner-up inthiscloseracewas J. Milton
French of Rutgers, with 854 votes. One ballot was returned with the following
note: "This year the MLA ballot reachedmein an out of the way place called
Kimpo, Korea, where Iam currently engagedin certain non-academicduties with
the army. I would liketosayhow much pleasureit givesmeto performthis little
civilian duty •••u

DNB AND OED. All corrections and additions to these works should be sent to
the ClarendonPress, Oxford, England, addressedto The Secretary. A considerable
body of material for both books is being steadily amassed,scrutinized, and filed
againstthe day when, if ever, revision is decided upon. We inquired and learned
that revision for either work seemsto be avery long way off; the alphabetical
arrangementin both makesit impossibletorevise piecemeal,as onemight revise an
ordinary book, and wholesale revision obviously presents enormousdifficulties. In
the case ofthe DNB, the chief problemwould be toassemblea sufficient bodyof
expert historians possessedofsufficientwill and time to undertakea complete and
thoroughrevision, scrutinizingevery life. (When the matterwas discussedby a group
of historiansat London University aboutayear ago,no onewas preparedto 'say how
it could be carriedoutwhile university teachersall over the world are asbusyas they
now are.) The cost of printingandbindinga revised edition, itis estimated,would be
inexcessof £100,000,andthe work would probablyoccupy tento fifteen years of the
Printer's time. These factsdo not mean that all thoughts of revision havebeen
abandoned;they meanthat the ClarendonPress hasno definite planat present;but
continues to assemblematerial.As for the OED (ne NED), while this isa larger
and more complicatedbook than the DNB, and will probablynever be published
inarevised edition, there isno intrinsic difficulty in the idea of supersedingthe
1933Supplementfrom time to time with anew andenlargedsupplement,bringing
the main work up to date not only with new words hut with corrections to the
existing articles. ,MLA members can playa helpful part in this work, if they will.

DUES. William Roach of Pennsylvania wrote uslast year: "I've always paid my
dues promptly, and of late years I've been getting a lot more than my money's
worth for them, but Istill can't help resenting that any part of them should be
paid out in postageand printing on overdue notices to the •••{members]who
don't payup."

TWO $1,000PRIZES. The Folger Library announcesa prize of ·$1,000for the
best MS ofa book in the field of English civilization, 1500-1700,submitted before
October 1, 1953,and anotherprize of $1,000for the best MS ofa book in the
fieldof 16th or 17th-centuryEnglish literature, or 18th-centuryEnglish drama,or
Shakespeare'sreputationand the performanceofhis plays in any period-thisMS
tobe submitted before October 1, 1954.A requirement in each contest is that a
substantialportionof the researchmust havebeencarriedon in the Folger.Director
LouisB. Wright stated: ''We hopeto stimulatenon-pedanticscholarship.Too much
scholarly publication today gives the appearanceof having been written for no
discernible audience." To this last weof course say, "Hear, hear!" (not "Here,
here"). See the SeptemberPMLA, pageiii ("Dissertations"), andDecember,page
ix.

AMERICAN LITERATURE. The 1,300,000entries (by author only) of the
Bibliography of American Literature in the Library of the University of Pennsyl-
vania are available to qualified scholars Mondays 1:30-5:30p.m, and Tuesdays
7:00-10:00p.m, The center willalso answermail inquiries andprovideeither micro-
filmed cards (3 x S) at 4¢ per frame of9 cards (minimum$1) or typed bibliogra-
phiesat $1 perhour (minimum$1) plus l¢ a pagefor carbons.
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SIdes of march

IF YOU are "Deep in the Heart of Taxes," youmay welcome the information
in the section so titled (and here quotedby permission) in Part Two of the
Dryden Press's admirablebrochure,If YouAre Writing a Book:

"We makenoclaimsto being tax experts, andwewill not rush to your side
if youfind yourself in disagreementwith the Collector of Internal Revenue-
but if you are,writing a book, there are certain legitimate deductionswhich
may saveyou money next March. Here are someof them:

All rent (or upkeep)on space in your homewhich is requiredexclusively
for your writing. For example, if your study occupies 1/7of your total
house space and youuse it 1/3ofthe time for your writing, divide your
total rent or upkeepby 7 anddeduct1/3of the result from your taxable
income.

AU telephone calls, travel expenses, meals, and other expenditures in-
curred in preparationoftheMS., whether they involve publishers, col-
laborators,or sources of information. ...

All postage,stationery, and supplies used in connection with theMS.;
all secretarial,typing, andsimilar costs.

All depreciationon books, typewriter, periodicals, etc. used exclusively
in connectionwith the MS. Since professionalbooks and periodicalsare
often deductedby teachersquateachers,makesurenot to deductthe same
item twice.

"Your tax position isless likely tobe questionedif you are under contract
andmentionthe fact on your tax return,but youare entitled to the deductions
inanycase. Most ofthe deductionsneednot be itemizedon the returnbutmay
merely be groupedunder the headingof 'Documentationand researchfor
(book title).' For safety's sake, though, be sure not to mislay your itemized
record.

HIf your first royalty check amountsto, say, $2500,you neednot report the
entire amountas income for the year in which you received it. Provided that
you worked on the book for 36 months or more, the income may be spread
over the entire working period.Correspondencewith publishersor collabora-
tors,or even memorandumswhich you have written to yourself, have been
acceptedas evidenceto date the beginningofa project."

iv
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VIGNETTE VI. DonaldA. Stauffer of Princeton, memberofthe MLA Executive
Council (1950..53), is at present at Oxford as Eastman Professor, the first literary
scholar to hold that post since I.. L.Lowes (1931). In 1928,after being a Rhodes
Scholar, he had earnedan Oxford D. Phil. Otherwise, except for three years as
captainandmajor in aviation intelligence with the Marines in the Pacific, Stauffer
has spent nearly his entire academiccareerat Princeton, where he took his A.B. in
1923and becamean English instructor in 1927.Now chairmanof his department,
he has also beenactive in supportingsuch affairs as the CreativeArts Programand
the Seminars in Literary Criticism. He isa person of many interests and great
catholicity. At forty-nine he still climbs afew mountains,plays at the piano, and
enjoys swimming, squash,tennis, andkite-flying. Widely learned,he refuses to allow
himself to be confinedtoa figure or a field, even toa literatureorto literature.His
writings include a novel (written in30 days), a book of verse, a book of critical
essays,a book on poetic theory, a study of imagery, two historical studies ofa
literary genre,a bibliography,a highschooltextbook, a college textbook, an edition,
a conferencereport, and an analysis ofa certain kind of education.He prefers to
work on two projects simultaneously as an antidote against tedium, hut he will
rarely talk abouthis writing, past, present,or future. By habit he stays up most of
the night readingor writing, 'or talking with students'or personalfriends.Needless-
to add,heisa bachelor.Other gamesof chanceexercise a peculiar fascination for
him; in the Pacific he once-went for a year or more without drawing any pay.A
gifted teacher,he unerringly pitches his lectures just enoughabovethe levelof his
students, whether they be freshmen or upperclassmenor graduatestudents-he
regularly teacheson every .level-so that they are always striving to pull themselves
up. As they get there, he raises the pitch. [This is the sixth inaseriesof word-
portraits of membersof the Council. For much of the aboveour thanks goto ]. T.
-ED.]

SCHOLARS' WIVES. Bless them, they write wonderful letters. Oneof the latest:
"1find myself reading 'For Members Only' each issuewitha peculiar senseof
guilty pleasure-onthe absurd theory, I suppose, that one is not meant to enjoy
scholarly publications." Another writes: "About a thousandyears ago as an under-
graduateI muttered to Professor Lowes aboutwhy couldn't scholarly publications
like PMLA be interesting too, andhe heartily concurred-ashe might, with Con-
ventlon and Revolt down and the Road to Xanadu a-building.Well, I think the
articles still vary, as they always will while their writers (D. G.) vary; but among
the changesandchancesof this mortal publication,what does not vary (also D. G.)
is the gleam in your private eye. It makes me rate PMLA right along with my
other two favorites for wit and/orwisdom, the New Yorker and the Commonweal,
and naturally on some counts aheadof both. And it's so sociable to have a Mem-
bers' Lounge! I especially relish, of course, your tributes to members'wives. With
some of the wivesIfeel lively kinship, having (as far as family affairs allowed)
actedas my husband'ssecretaryandresearchassistanttill his death•••"

LIST ,OF MEMBERS. It is missing from its accustomedplace in this issue. Please
don't write to ask what happened,As we announcedearlier, the List, togetherwith
other useful listsof names and addresses,willbe published separatelynext Sep-
tember,so that the addresses-will hold goodfor a whole academicyear.

POSTCARDS. The passing of the penny postcardwill long be associatedin our
memory with the kind things said by many membersin the blank space provided
on the recent Ballot for criticisms andsuggestions.Let our acknowledgmenthereof
afew stand for our grateful appreciationof all. Members said: "Nearly everyone I
know thinks the MLA New Deal a boonto the humanities" (William Peery, Texas).
"You are doing good work" (Clark S. Northup, Cornell). "Thank you for the
inspired and inspiring editorship of PMLA" (Katharine M. Gunnell, Emporia).
"Thanks for furnishing the most interesting magazinethat comes tothe desk of a
retired college professor" (HermannS. Ficke, Dubuque).But then there wasalso
the "Suggestion-urgent"that camefrom a memberat Hunter College:"Omit 'For
Members Only.' It issilly and in bad taste."
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CONFERENCE. The Yale-Barnard Conferenceon the Teaching of French, suc-
cessorof annual conferencesheld at Barnard during the last three years, willbe
held on April 19in New Haven to continue to explore the problemsofferedboth
on the secondarylevel andin the colleges.

SALUTE. One of the constantly inspiring and sustaining things about our job as
MLA Secretary is our associationwith many personswho give generouslyof their
time and skills, without thought of reward, to further the work of the society-the
many' membersof local committees on arrangementsfor our meetings (and espe..
cially their tireless chairmen, like Hoxie Fairchild and Harold Basilius); the
hundredsof specialist-consultantsfor PMLA (and especially those who write long,
thoughtful reports that turn good papers into superior ones); the girls in our
nationalofficeswho often work overtime, and on Saturdays,knowing that they can-
not be paid extra. For recent services to the MLA far beyondany call of duty, we
salute particularly Professors Henri Peyre andRene Wellek, two of the busiest men
-andmost devotedmembers-whomit is ourprivilege to know.

ANGELS (NEW STYLE) .. We were alia-flutter last year when we attendedthe
meeting of the American Association of University Presses in Toronto. It was not
at being piped into the greathall of Hart House, nor even at sitting at the head
table; it came later, when the toastmasterintroducedus along with representatives
of the Rockefeller andsome other foundationsas "philanthropists." It was an inno-
cent mistake (the MLA needs to be better known in Canada),but it lifted our
moraleand we' have soaredon air since. The MLA does act with goodwill toward
a sizable section of the scholarly race; moreover, we know from experience that
intelligence and thoughtfulness can on occasion do the work of many dollars. A
memberwrote recently: "If I were rich (I am not), I'd certainly give or leave the
MLA a lot of money. I don't know a worthier cause." Nor dowe, but letussayto
all memberswhat we replied to this one: Get usanew memberand you give us
seven dollars. Mention PMLA when you buy a book from a publisherandyou help
us keep an advertiser. Insist on an adin PMLA whenever you publish a book and
you make a really generousdonation.You can't deduct these "gifts" in makingout
your income tax return (as you can dollars contributed), but they make you a
benefactornevertheless,

PARVA NE PEREANT. The American Numismatic Society offers graduatestu-
dents in any humanisticfield10 grants-in-aid($500plus someallowancefor travel)
for summer study in numismaticsat its Museum in New York City. The seminar
willbe devoted to showing the contribution which numismatics makes to other
fields ofstudy. Among those who will participateas visiting specialists willbeat
least one MLA member, Thomas O. Mabbott (English, Hunter College). Inter-
ested students must file applicationsby April 1; write to the Society, Broadway at
155th St., New York 32.

MHRA NEWS. MLR cannot consider contributions in a languageother than
English. Volumes XI of the Year's Work in Modern Language Studies, covering
1940-49,and XII, covering 1950,are availableat $4.55and $5.25respectively to
members,$5.60and $6,.30to non-members.Volumes XXI (1940), XXII (1941),
andXXIII (1942) of the Annual Bibliography ofEnglish LanguageandLiterature
are alsonow availableat $'1.25,$1.75,and ~2.10 respectively to members, ~2.55,
$3.00,and$3.50to non-members.Orderfrom HaroldW. Bentley (AmericanSec.),
University of Utah,Salt Lake City 1.

GRANTS. The Institute of Early [before 1815} American History and Culture
(Goodwin Bldg., Williamsburg, Va.) offers afew grants-in-aidto scholars who
make applicationsnot later than March 15. Address the Director of the Institute
for applicationforms or otherInformation,The following received grants-in-aidfor
1951-52:E.P. Douglass, for a study of democracy in the American Revolution;
Malcolm Freiberg, for a biographyof Thomas Hutchinson; SuzanneK. Sherman,
fora study of the theatrein the colonialSouth.
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LITERATURE THROUGH ART. This new approachto French literature,winner
of the 1949 MLA-Ox£ord Award, was published by Oxford last month ($7.50).
The book is illustrated with 100 halftones, reproductionsof the works of art to
which the author refers in his analysis ofsix major epochs in French literature.

CORRECTION. A serious mistake was made in the printing of the Random
House ad in our 1951 Program: the word "College" was droppedfrom the an-
nouncementthat Modern Library College editions are still only 65¢.Books in this
popularseries, aswe trust most membersknow from earlier advertisements(Febru-
ary, April, and June of last year), are tobe distinguished from the slightly more
expensiveModernLibrary books.

MLA MANNERS. The conventions of conventions are doubtless beyond our re-
forming, but as anhistorian let us note--andasa personlet us deplore-theannual
impolitenessof many students of polite letters, the rudenessof researchers,the in..
humanity of self-styled humanists.We refer, of course,to the privilege which count-
less membersassumeof getting up and shuiHing out while a paperisin progress-
to the mass exodus at the completionof a particularly attractive address.We have
several times sat near newcomers to our conventions and have winced as they
expressedsurprise and disgust at our holiday antics. Society has long permittedus
to ignore it pointedly in our learnedproceedings,but needwe also ignore the most
elementaryrules of good mannersin our behaviortoward one another? ,

BEST ARTICLE. A cash award of $100willbe given by the ClevelandMuseum
of Art for the best article published in the 1951-52volume of the [ournal of
Aesthetics and Art Criticism. The committeeof awardwill consist of the officers of
the American Society for Aesthetics andthe editor of the Journal.
R.S. V. P. If you have colleaguesor promising graduatestudents who should
become members of the Association and see PMLA during 1952, send -us their
names and addressesand we shall be happy to mail them invitations namingyou
as sponsor.

INVITATION. We venture to think that there are a numberof papersand reports
in this issue which every memberof the Association can readwith pleasureor profit
or both. Indeed,we commendthe February numberto all those memberswho have
written us to complain that PMLA contains too little of "general" interest to our
profession.
BEST BOOKS. Ruth Wallerstein's Studies in 17th·Century Poetic won the first
Christian Gauss Award ($1,000) of Phi Beta Kappa for the best university press
(Wisconsin) book of the year. Richard Altick's The Scholar Adventurers (Mac-
miIIan) won the 195'1OhioanaAward.
CONGRATULATIONS to the following members who have just achieved their
:fiftieth Association year: Louisa Sewall Cheever, Charles Alfred Turrell, and
Cornelius Weygandt.

FOOTBALL AND SCHOLA.RSHIP. We have no profound thoughts on the
current controversy but merely wish to add a footnote. The Norwegiansnot only
like soccer; they like to bet on it (even English soccer in the winters, when the
Norwegian teams are inactive); and the Norwegiangovernmentexacts a tax on
these bets. After the first million kroner, which goes entirely (and appropriately)
for the support of Norwegian athletics, an increasing proportionof the revenue
from this tax is used for the supportof research. in the sciences andthe humanities.
Three (somewhatenvious) cheers for the NorwegianResearch Council for Science
and the Humanities (chairman,Dr. JohanT. Ruud, University of Oslo).

WELCOME MATTERS. Chairmenof departmentswho want to learn in advance
about distinguished foreign scholarsplanningto visit this country, or who want to
explore the possibilities of Fulbright or Smith-Mundt help in obtaininga visiting
lecturer from abroad,should write toMiss Elizabeth Lam, ConferenceBoard of
AssociatedResearchCouncils,2101ConstitutionAvenue, N.W.,Washington25,D.C.

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207530 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207530


Grantsfor SummerStudy of Linguistics

THE ACLS can offer a limited numberof small study-aid grants toU.S.citizens
who have some reason for extending their competencesin the fieldof linguistics,
and who contemplatethenecessary study at the summersessionsof American uni-
versitiesin195 2 • These summerstudy-aidsare designedespecially to attract into the
study of descriptive linguistics youngerAmerican scholarsspecializinginor teaching
modern'languagesand relatedsubjects whohave not had the opportunity to meet
formal linguistics study of this characterin their educationalexperience.

APPLICATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED FROM teachers in secondaryschools, col-
.legcs,or universities proposingto include linguistic materialsin their courseoffer-
ings:staff members of libraries or museums, or government research or policy
making personnel whofind knowledge of linguistic science pertinent- to their
activities; graduatestudents of high competencein universities without substantial
programsof instruction in linguistic science.

MINIMU'M REQUIREMENTS FOR APPLICATION areat least first-year graduate
status, needof financialassistance,andU.S. citizenship,

AWARDS WILL NOT BE MADE for the study ofa specific languageexcept as part
ofa linguistics program;the burdenof showing this relationshipis onthe applicant.

AWARDS WILL BEMADE in the minimumamountnecessaryto completethe pro·
gramof summerstudy proposed.

APPLICANTS WILLBE EXPECTED TO PROVIDE:
a) Personalandacademichistory since c) Description of programof study;

1945; d) Namesoftwo academicreferences;

b) Statement ofreasons for proposed e) Estimate of exact 'amountof award
study arid of uses expected tobenecessaryto complete the program
madeofits results; of study presented.

~PPLICATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY MARCH: IS, 1952.

AS OF THE DATE OF THIS AN- APPLICATION for contributions to-
NOUNCEMENT pertinent courses are ward programsof study at other Insti-
expected tobeofferedat Cornell Uni- tutions willbe considered,but the bur..
versity, Indiana University (Linguistic den of showingtheir pertinenceis upon
Institute), University of Michigan,and the applicant.
University of Pennsylvania.

FORMS AND OTHER INFORMATION WILL BE SENT UPON APPLICATION TO

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
1219 Sixteenth Street, N.W. Washington6,D.C.

x
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VISITORS. Following is an incomplete listof foreign scholars in our field now in
America on Fulbright travel grants for lecturing or advancedresearch. Many of
them would welcome invitations to visit other institutions provided that the expense
of travel is covered by the place inviting them, for their Fulbright grants inno
instance include travel or other expenses while inthis country. In our list we note
the place from which they have come (in parentheses),their host institution here,
and a brief indication of their scholarly interest: Francis Berry (from Sheffield,
England), at CarletonCollege,Eng. lit.; Bjarne Berulfsen (Oslo, Norway), Wiscon-
sin, ling.; FrancoiseDe Castro (Sevres, France), Vassar, Frenchlit.; William Allan
Edwards (Univ. of W.. Australia), William and Mary, Eng. lit.; Jean-Maurice
Gautier (Manchester, England), Wellesley, French lit.; Maurice Jacques Gonnaud
(Casablanca,Morocco), Bryn Mawr, Frenchlit.; HelenMargaretMackenzie (Edin-
burgh Univ.), Goucher,Eng. lit.; Roger Denis Martin (Montpellier Univ., France),
Columbia, Eng.llt.; Myo Min (Univ, of Rangoon, Burma), Michigan, English;
Maran-Sofie Rostvig (Oslo Univ., Norway), Huntington Lib., Eng.lit.; Gabrielle
Rousseau (France), Wellesley, Eng.lit.; Aida Scaglione (Univ. of Toulouse),
Chicago, It.lit.; M. NureddinSevin (Ankara, Turkey), North Carolina,Turkish
drama; Jean Simon (Univ, of LilIe, France), Rochester, Amer. lit. (Melville);
Theodore Slette (Norway), Michigan, ling.~ Arner. lit.; Henri Talon (Univ, of
Dijon, France), Randolph-Macon (Ashland, Va.) and Richmond, Eng. lit.; Per
Thorsen (Bergen, Norway), Harvard,Eng.ling.; Leone Vivante (Italy),.Duke, lit..
crit.; Ralph Spence Walker (Univ..of Aberdeen), Yale, Eng. lit.; Leopoldo Y.
Yabes (Univ. of Philippines), Chicago, Filipinolit. The following visitors under
the 1951-52Fulbright programare said to have been here and returned:Umberto
Bosco (Rome), Columbia,It.lit.; Richard Carey(the Parada),Michigan State, Eng.
drama; GeorgeReavey (Manchester),Columbia,Slavic lit.; andEnid Mary Starkie
(Oxford), California,Frenchlit,

OXFORD AND MACMILLAN PRIZES. The 1951MLA·Oxford prize of $1,000
in cash and publication.by the Oxford University Press, New York, waswon by
WarrenRamsey of the University of Californiawith aMS. entitled "Jules Laforgue
and the Ironic Inheritance." Honorablemention in this contest, which.had 36
entries, wentto Sholom J. Kahn of Hebrew University, Jerusalem, fora MS. en-
titled "Taine's Historical Criticism: A Study in Science and Aesthetic Judgment."
The 1951 MLA-Macmillan prize (also $1,000plus publication) waswon by Alfred
B. Harbageof ColumbiaUniversity with a MS. entitled "ShakespeareanSetting: The
Popular and Select Elizabethan Theatres and Their Rival Philosophies." Three
honorablementions were awardedinthis contest, which had 44 entries: to Edwin
A. Engel (Michigan), for "Dream, Drunkenness,Death: The Drama of Eugene
O'Neill"; to David V. Erdman (Minnesota), for "William Blake's War andPeace:
A Poet's Interpretationof the History of His Own Times"; and to Virgil K. Whi·
taker (Stanford), for "The Developmentof Shakepeare'sThought."

GERMANIC REVIEW. Last November,inits 26thyear of publication,it hadonly
60 non-institutional subscribers and had been warnedby ColumbiaUniversity that
its subsidy might have to be discontinued.Subscriptions ($5) should be sent to the
COlumbiaUniversity Press, 2960Broadway, New York City 27.

NEWS FROM PIKEVILLE. At a meeting of the first Eastern Kentucky foreign..
languageconference Iast September, the Mountain Interstate Foreign Language
Conferencewas foundedto arousemore interest in foreign languagesin the moun-
tain areas of Kentucky, Virginia, West Virginia, and Tennessee. Chairman:Mrs.
Beth B. Brady, instructor in Spanishat Pikeville Junior College.

STATISTICS. We keep swearingoff but just can't resist them. We sworeoff most
recently when we found a memberusing them to prove the opposite of the very
point we hopedwewere making.Writing in the AAUP Bulletin, XXXVII (Summer
1951),367,GeorgeDetmold first called PMLA "one ofthebest edited, most read-
able,andmost influential of presentscholarly journals," but then cited our statistics
to prove that "if youarea graduatestudent or an instructor," your chancesof hav-
ing your article acceptedby PMLA are "inestimably smaller•••if you are already
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an authority in your field, with many articles to your credit, you are much more
likely to have your article accepted.••• Publication appearstobe the monopolyof
those'who have already published." We first heard this long ago, just before we
had our own first articles accepted;and it will be believed by most beginners,we
fear, long after the following statistics aboutVolume LXVI (1951) of PMLA are
forgotten: total authors,82; ranks unknowntous, 4; graduatestudents,5; lecturers"
3; instructors, 18; assistant professors,24; associateprofessors, 15; full professors,
13.

"DROPT FROM THE ZENITH." So Mulciber in ParadiseLost; but the real
devil ofitis that awell.. known manufacturerof "Quality Television" receivers has
been poachingon our preserve.His latest releaseadvertises20 sets, eachnamedfor
an English or American author. The Shelley is the most elegant of them, with
"Refiection ..Proof pictures." The Wordsworth ("Mahogany veneers and selected
hardwoods"),Coleridge ("almost faultless consistency top..to-bottom"), and Byron
("burnished brass grille") standa little lower than this angel.Most are Victorians:
Carlyle, Eliot, FitzGerald, Kipling, and Thackeray. Earlier writers are represented
by Marlowe and Walpole (table models both), Walton, Chesterton, and Burke.
The Americans are three: Aldrich, Hawthorne, and Holmes. Twentieth-century
writers thus honoredare Barrie, Conrad("glowing Afara woods specially selected
for color"), and Galsworthy-unlesstable..modelEliot is perhapsthe cocktail party
one. We not only applaudthe attempt of the manufacturerto remind the book-
forsaking public of its literary heritagebut also admirehis foresight and restraint.
What, after all, would he namehis color TV sets if he hadalreadyused up Spenser
and Keats, Joyce and Lawrence, not to mention the Earl of Rochester? Weshall
ourselves wait to purchasea set until television comes of age-anevent which we
trust wi II be signalled by the appearanceof The Chaucer,The Shakespeare,and
The Milton. [Our thanks to S.F. Js for this item..-ED.]

RENAISSANCE (S. E.). The 9th annualRenaissance'Meeting in the Southeastern
States willbe held at Duke University on April 18-19.Intendedcontributionsto
the program (maximum length: 20 mintues) should be sent immediately to Prof.
Allan H. Gilbert,503 ComptonPlace, Durham,N.C.

FORD FELLOWS. A Eaculty fellowship programwas establishedlast April by the
Fund for the Advancementof Education of-the Ford Foundationfor the purposeof
enabling younger faculty members to improve their competence'in undergraduate
teaching.Requirements were that applicantshave assuranceof employmentfor the
academicyear 1952..53andthat their applicationsbe supportedby their institutions.
Following are the names of persons in the rMLA field currently enjoying these
fellowships: HaroldB. Allen (Eng., Minnesota),Augustus E. Anderson (Eng., Geo.
PeabodyColl.), Marcia Lee Anderson (Eng., Hollins Coll.), Richard H. Armitage
(Span., OhioState), Werner W. Beyer (Eng., Buder), Paul F. Boller, Jr. (hist. s:
Eng., Southern Methodist), Agnes B. Brawley (Eng., W. Va. State), Deming B.
Brown (Russian, Northwestern),John S. Brushwood (Span.,Missouri), William C.
Bryant (Eng., Columbia), William E. Buckler (Eng., Illinois), Richard H. Byrns
(Eng., Alaska), William T. Cheswell (Fr., Columbia), Morton N. Cohen (Eng.,
W. Va.), LeslieM. Collins (Eng., Fisk), Carl W. Condit (Eng., Northwestern),
Col. H. N. Dillard (Eng., Va. Mil. Inst.), Elsie Edmondson(Eng., PhilanderSmith
Coll.), FrancesEldredge (Eng., Rockford Coll.), Bro. A. L. Garavaglia(world lit.,
ManhattanColi.),. NaomiM. Garrett (Rom. Iangs.,W. Va. State), Bita May Hall
(Rom. Iangs., Texas Christian), James W. Hall (Eng., Washington), James B.
Haman(Eng., GeorgiaInst, of Tech.), HoraceE. Hamilton (Eng., Rutgers), Gus-
tave A. Harrer (Germ., Millsaps ColI.), Willard F. Harper (Fr., Dillard), Vietor
Harris (Eng., Iowa), Baxter L. Hathaway (Eng., Cornell), Harrison M. Hayford
(Eng., Northwestern), Earl R. Hilton (Eng., N. Mich. csn, of Ed.), Alpheus S.
Hodge (for. langs., South Carolina), Richard B. Hovey (Eng., Pennsylvania),
Charles M. Hudson, Jr. (Eng., Missouri), ConstanceE. Johnson (sp. & drama,
Bennett Coll.), Horace R. Jones (Eng., Tulsa), Ludwig W. Kahn (Germ., City
Coll.), Alfred L. Kellogg (Eng., Rutgers), JesseF. King (Rom. Iangs., Clark),
John R. Kleinschmidt (for. langs.,Grinnell), Thomson H. Littlefield (Eng.,
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Rensselaer Poly.), Donald H. Marvin (Eng., Occidental), Roy W. Marz (Eng.,
Buder), GeraldD. Meyer (Eng., U.C.L.A.), John H. Middendorf (Eng., Colum-
bia), CharlotteE. Miller (Iangs., Everett Jr. ColI.), Marion Monaco (Rom. langs.,
Conn.Coll.), MargaretE. Moorer (Eng., Alabama),David Novarr (Eng., Cornell),
ThermanB. O'Daniel (Eng., Ft. Valley State Coll.), Robert N. Owens (for. langs.,
Trinity), Henry D. Patterson (Eng., Lock Haven STC) , Sherman Paul (Eng.,
Harvard), Jean M. 'Petitt (Eng., Chattanooga),Ralph P. Rosenberg (Germ.,
Yeshiva), Richard J. Schoeck (Eng., Cornell), John A. Sessions (Eng., Cornell),
William F. Smith (Span., Tulane), Richard C. Snyder (Eng., Pittsburgh), Walter
L. Sullivan (Eng., Vanderbilt), Hollis S. Summers (Eng., Kentucky), Warren
Taylor (Eng., Oberlin),William E. Taylor (Eng.,.Lincoln Memorial), Edward A.
Tenney (Eng., Ripon), Howard W. Troyer (Eng., Lawrence Coli.), Mary C.
Turpie (Eng., Minnesota), Aram Vartanian (gen. Iit., Tulane), Howard P. Vin-
cent (Eng., 111. Inst, of Tech.), Charles H. Vivian (Eng., Southern Methodist),
James A. Walker (Eng., N.Y. STe, Cortland), Thomas G. Wiener (Russian,
Duke), Evelyn Me Yellow Robe (Eng., Vassar)..

REVIEW. Edith C. Batho in M'LR (July-Oct. 1951) said of the 'MLA English
Romantic Poets:A Review of Research ($2.85)that its "modest title-is misleading,"
since "six of the best American scholars" have init provided "not .only the post-
graduate-beginningresearch,but more advancedstudents,with a succession ofbib-
liographiesand in addition wise and balancedand sometimeswitty comment•••
The director of research•••is probably,if he is honest, so conscious ofhisdiffi-
culty in keeping abreast of editions and articles, that he willbe appreciatively
grateful for the help which he himself will find evenin his special field."

AND REVIEW. "It isa truism tosay that no one can tell when a piece ofknowl-
edge, however arid it should seem, may not turn out to have itsuses;yetitis
difficulttosee what end has been served by this {book] •••which it must have
taken years of patient labourto achieve.It is not literary criticism andcannotserve
criticism; andthoughit might serve social history ••• [the authorJ has missed the
opportunity not only of saying anything significant but of suggesting linesof
approach••••Butif the question insistently asks itself, 'To what end was this
book written?' itis hardto supply an answerexcept that negativeresults have their
value. Thorough and scholarly the book undoubtedlyis, and it appearswith the
fescueof an imprimatur, nine scholars having approvedit for publication in.the
MonographSeries of the Modern LanguageAssociation of America." These are
excerpts from a long, two-column review (TLS, Sept. 28, 1951) of Avery's Con-
gTeve's Plays onthe 18th..Century Stage. The price, to members:still $2.50.

G.ROUPS. The MLA systemof so-optimistically-called "Discussion Groups" be-
came thirty years old last December.When it came into being in1921 there were
28 different Groups;now there are 54. During the years only about9 have become
defunct and stayed that way. We say "about 9" becausethere has been so much
changingof numbersandmodificationof titles that itis sometimesdifficult to follow
the 'history ofa given topic. At the 1921 meetingthere wasa session of SpanishI:
SpanishAmericanandBrazilian Literatures. This Groupdied instantly; but in193'2
we had anew Groupon Modern Spanish andSpanish-AmericanLiterature, which
in 1938split into two Groups,oneof which split againin 1950,and,meanwhile,in
1941,we had a PortugueseGroup.This amoebicimpulse has beenconspicuousin
the formation ofnew Groups.A French Groupin 18thand 19th-centuryliterature
split into two Groups,andthe one which took on both the 19th and20th centuries
later did another splitting act. There have been only two instances of Groups
combining: in ·1925 the French linguistics and medieval literature Groups were
amalgamated,and in the following year the Groups in poetic form and general
aesthetics becameone. These actions inspired, alas,no imitation; indeed, 1926 is
the only year since the beginningof the Groupsystem in which the total number
dropped.We beganwith 11 English Groups;nowwe have 14. We beganwith4
French Groups;nowwe have 7. W.e beganwith 4 GermanGroups;now we have 5.
We beganwith 2 SpanishGroups;nowwe have5. We beganwith 2 Italian Groups
andwenow have 2, althoughfrom 1922until 1936there was only one. We began
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6Jhe mediaeval5lcademy

THE MEDIAEVAL ACADEMY OF AMERICA, founded in1925 and incorporatedunder

the lawsof the Commonwealthof Massachusetts,has for its purposethe promotion
of research, publication, and instruction in mediaeval records, art, archaeology,

history, law, literature,music, philosophy,science, social andeconomic institutions,
and all otheraspectsof mediaevalcivilization.

Membership in the Academy is open toall persons interested in the Middle

Ages. Classes of membershipinclude Life Member ($200), ContributingMember

($10or more annually), and Active Member ($7.50 annually). SPECULUM, the

Academy's quarterly journal of mediaevalstudies, is sent toall members.

The Academy has published fifty-eight books dealing with the Middle Ages.A

list of these publications appearsregularly in SPECULUM. Academy hooks are

available to members and subscribers ata suhstantial discount fromthe list

prices.

Another majoractivity of the Academy is sponsorshipof researchprojects in the
various fieldsof mediaevalstudies. Examples of such projects are the excavations

at Cluny under Academy auspices and direction, the preservationof excavations

in St-Denis, the study (by a group of American and English scholars) of the

actual working ofthe machinery of English governmentduring a decadeofthe

early fourteenth century, and the edition of Arabic, Hebrew, and Latin textsof
the commentariesofA verroes on the works of Aristotle.

A 'constituent of the ACLS and of the American DocumentationInstitute, the

Mediaeval Academy cooperatesalso with the American Academy inRome,the

Byzantine Institute, the DumhartonOaks Research Library, and other institutions

with similar or related interests. Since oneof its aimsisacloser associationofall
those interested in the Middle Ages,the Academy actsasa clearing-housefor all
mediaevalmatters. Communicationsare issued from time to time informing mem-
bers of Academy activities.

Annual meetingsofthe MediaevalAcademy have beenheld inBoston, Chicago,
New York, Princeton, Toronto, and Washington.The twenty-seventh annualmeet-

ingwillhe held inBostonon the last Saturdayin April of1952.

Inquiries regardingmembershipinthe Academy or subscriptionsto SPECULUM

should he addressedtothe Executive Secretary, Mediaeval Academy of America,
1430MassachusettsAvenue,.Camhridge38,Massachusetts.

xiv
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with 2 Groups in comparativeliterature;nowwe have 7, plus a Section. We began
with 3 Groupsin GeneralTopics; nowwe have 8. In these figures a discerninghis-
torian of contemporaryscholarship in our field can perhapssee somethingmore
thanthe inner politics ofa learnedsociety andthe Americanpassionfor organizing.

IN OUR ESTIVATION. Summer vacations the laity are said to envyus. Having
spent far too many of ours teachingbecausewe simply could not afford todo any-
thing else,we are hopingsomedayto meet an Angel with a fellowship gleamin his
eye. We shall suggestto him (if he doesnot at onceascendfrom the altaronwhich
we have often sacrificed scholarshipto domestic practicality) a schemefor summer
fellowships, allowing domestic travel or simply leisure to readandwrite, andlimited
to thosepostdoctoral people grown bitter about the stories they once heard and
believed-stories of regular summertime returns to the sunny shores of study, to
the shininglakesof learning.

MORE VISITORS. Inauguratedin 1945,the InternationalGrantProgramof the
American Association of University Womenhas this year brought52 women from
14 countries to America for educationandadvancedtraining.Among recipients of
1951-52grants are the following in the MLA field: Dr. Adelheid Schimak of
Austria, a languageteacher studying American culture at Texas and the Catholic
University; Miss Anna Amanda Puupponenof Finland, studying linguistics and
phonetics at Michigan; Miss JacquelineFaure of France, an English teacherstudy-
ing American literature at Bryn Mawr; Dr. Mariasilvia Codecasaof Italy, continu-
ing her studies in satire at Columbia;Miss Fiorella S. Sirotti, alsoof Italy, studying
Romance languagesat Indiana;andMiss CharoontasanaBukhamanaof Thailand,
studying English-teachingmethods at Michigan.

PMLA EDITORIAL SYSTEM. Member-authorsoften ask aboutthe details of how
itworks.As MSS. arrive, the basic data are immediately recordedon cards and
filed.A postcardacknowledgmentofsafe receipt is sent to the author.The paperis
assignedat least two readers:one an appropriatememberof the Editorial Com-
mittee, the other a "specialist" in the subject of the paper,chosen by the Editor
from personal knowledge or from lists supplied him by membersof the Editorial
Committee.A record of the paper's"travels" is kept, although,since the criticisms
are reported gratuitously bybusy scholars (many working on papersor books of
their own), itis impossible to predict the time itwill take to obtain full reporting.
It normally takes twoor three months; and the Editor himself writes promptly
when all necessary reports are in. If the specialist reader believes the paper un..
questionablyunsuitable for PMLA, he returns 'it directly to the Editor (thus, in
many instances,saving the time of someothermemberof the Editorial Committee).
The Editor mayor may not accept this recommendationas final; heis fully aware
of the fact that tensions, rivalries, andpersonalfeuds exist amongscholars (e.g., in
the field of Romance linguistics), and,while he cannotkeep track ofall the indi-
viduals involved, he constantly scans reports on articles for the tell..tale signs of
unscholarlyprejudice--ormere difference of opinion.When he even suspectsundue
leniency or hostility, he regularly exerciseshis prerogativeandcalls in an additional
reader or two. Mistakes are sometimes (perhaps often) made; but when this
happens,the author unintentionally mistreatedof course finds prompt acceptance
elsewhere. (If he resubmits to PMLA, requestingother readers,this courtesy may
be grantedhim.) But PMLA, like countless 'other journals, reserves the right to
reject without explanation or defense. To be sure, as most membersnow know,
b.ecausePMLA is the organ of an Association which seeks in all reasonableways
to serve its members,the Editor frequently transmitswhat seemsto him constructive
criticism of rejected papers.This excerpting of reports is sometimesmisunderstood
and inspires indignantrebuttals, which the Editor cannotundertaketo answer.The
Editor wishes that hewere permittedto identify the critics in all instances,but many
ofhis most reliable (anddistinguished) consultantspreferanonymity,which, despite
continued complaints, he therefore carefully protects. Indeed, before arguingthat
all anonymousreportingbe abandoned,he would arguethat the several readersof
every acceptedarticle be identified at the time ofits publication.
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Xmerican 6folklore 8octOety

The AMERICAN FOLKLORE SOCIETY was founded in 1888for the purposeof
collecting, publishing and studying the folklore of America. Verysoonthe
scopeoftheSocietywas extendedtocover folklore in allofitsaspectsall over
the world. Its nameshould now ratherbe the American Societyof Folklore,
for it is concernedwith the folklore ofall peoples,pastandpresent,andwith
folklore asan abstractscience, ratherthansolely with the folklore of America.

The chief activity of the Societyhas beenthe publicationofthe Journal of
American Folklore, now in its 65th volume, These volumes of the Journal
constitutearnajor collectionof folklore materialsin allfieldsof folklore. There
are, for example,9~ articles on the ballad,72on folkmusic, 196on the folktale;
107articles deal with the interrelationsbetween folklore and literature.

In 1894a monographserieswas establishedfor the publication of book-
lengthstudies in folklore. This series, now in its 42ndvolume, containsstudies
on a" greatvariety of subjects; amongthemare Japanesepeasantsongs,Spanish
folksongs, myths and talesof the Gran Chaco,folk mystery plays, plant and
animallore, folklore ofspecific regions,such as NovaScotia, Maryland, Iowa,
the West Indies. Members receive publicationsas issued inthisseries without
charge.

In 1951anew seriesof publications,the BibliographicalSeries,was started.
Two volumes have appeared,one a bibliographicalstudy of the traditional
balladin America, the othera similar study of the Americanbroadsideballad.
A third volume, a bibliographyof folklore for children, is in press andsched-
uled for immediatepublication.

Eachyear the Society holds oneor more meetingsfor the readingof papers
andthe discussionof folklore problems.The 1952meetingwillbeinElPaso
in December.

The Societyisa constituentof the ACLS, the AmericanDocumentationIn-
stitute, the InternationalFolk Music Council.

Anyone interested in folklore is eligible for membershipin theSociety.
Dues including subscription to the Journal and Memoirs as issued are $5a
year.Subscriptionto the Journal andMemoirs for non-membersis$6.50.(Life
membershipis$100.)

For information about membership,SUbscription to the Journal} or back
publicationsof the Society write to

MACEnWARD LEACH, Secretary-Treasurer
University of Pennsylvania,Philadelphia4,Pa.

xvi
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PERMISSION GRANTED. A memberwrites: "With increasingfrequency I find
stated in a succinct paragraph{in 'For Members Only'] pertinent notes which
should be broughtto the attentionof our graduatestudentsand faculty (e.g., 'Dis-
sertations,'p.iii, Sept.), Since I amonegraduatedeanwho needsnoconviction" do
you have any objection to the publicationof this paragraph(with identification of
source) in••• ? And may I request your permission forthe publication of any
subsequentnoteof generaleducationalinterest?"

SSRC. The Social Science Research Council announcesthe award ofan Area Re-
search Training Fellowship to GeorgeLuckyj (Columbia) for researchin the u.s.
on the suppressionof Soviet Ukranianliterary organizations,and a travel grant to
Einar Haugen(Wisconsin) for a study of inter-Scandinaviancommunication.

NO SALE. To defendthe specialist (aswe did in this placelast September) is not
to defend his far from inevitable by-product, intellectual insularity.. We would not
be understoodas .saying anythingpleasantaboutthat person (Who does not know
him?) who saysin effect: "I'm interested only in my own subject and talk about
othersubjectsboresm.e;so pleasego away."

BLESSING IN DISGUISE? Many teachersarepaid far too little as teachers-and
as personsthey are not worth morel The profession is; from the point ofview of
social welfare, criminally underpaid;but many of the people init should have
chosensome other profession.This distinction, if publicized,could work to our dis-
advantage;but only by making the distinction, and concerningourselves with a
remedy, can we eventually in good conscience demandof society the practical
rewards-andincreasedrespect-nowwithheld. Let usface the fact that both in
training teachers and in making appointmentswe frequently act on assumptions
that are anachronistic-thathave little relation to the complex realities of current,
democraticeducation.

ASPIRIN. A memberwrites: "The .entry 'Super-pedantry'in the SeptemberFMO
{p. xvi} moves me to reveal my plan for saving many academic,headaches.A
scholar who wishes to check references ina scholarly work on a prose.work is
hopelessly lost unless he has access to the sameedition used by the writer of the
book or paper.The works of most standardpoets offer no difficulty, becausethe
lines are numbered._ ••My suggestionis that a prose work be numberedby para-
graphs throughout,and that references be given to the paragraphrather than to
the page. •••As for the division of the page into decimal sections, I suggest a
tripartite division as quite adequate.I have always used the designationsa,b, andc.
It is easy to locate a quotation that way." Another member writes: "Hasn't the
British member noticed that Migne's columns themselves are divided in fiveby
marginal letters?" Still another writes: "Let us spare proofreaderand printer the
additionaltrouble that this British member'ssuggestionwould entail; itseemstome
that the goal in present-dayscholarshipshouldbe towards simplicity combinedwith
accuracy••••I must say, however, that the system of decimalisationhas been of
the greatesthelp to mein the researchwhich Iam undertaking•••I have adopted
the British member'ssuggestionin my own ratherextensive note-taking;as such, it
has proved to be a worthwhile saving of eyesight aswellas time••••To summarize
my opinion: in documentedscholarly work, no; in one's personalresearch,byall
means." The Editor of the AlA writes: "This [decimalising pages} has been
standard practice among classical philologists and ancient historians since time
immemorial ••• Pages of Greek and Latin texts have numbers printed in the
margins,at every five lines •••Olderbooks, including the Migne Patrologiawhich
he mentions,have letters of the alphabetprinted in the margins,dividing the page
into sections ABC D, which can be cited easily, iSl C or 7S1c••••"

QUI MAL Y PUNS. MLA punsters (we know we 'have company) may welcome
having their attention called to two recent, scholarly discussions of the pun in
publicity: the first by Urban Ohlanderin Studier ; Modern Sprak"etenskap,XVII
(Uppsala, 1949), 101.121;the second by an MLA member, Randolph Quirk, in
Studia Neophilologica,XXIII, ii-iii (April 1951),81-86,drawing its illustrations
from London undergroundtrains and stations ("My Goodness!My Guinness!").
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Ohlandersubmits that "a word should, to make a perfect pun, be capableof inter-
pretation in more than one way," and Quirk adds that (-'perfect" aside), "the
term pun can also cover playson words for which aword hasonly tobe capableof
suggesting another oneof different interpretation." Oblandergoeson: "And it
should give good' senseno matter which alternative is preferred.Which meaning
first suggests itselfor predominates,isof course an individual matter." To this last
point Quirk objects: "The difference between a good pun and aless good oneis
that with the former itis the less importantsignificance that should beseenfirst,
so that the pun not only pleasesuswith the fact of there being a doublemeaning
but pleaseswith the presentationofa superior, more impressive meaning." We
found all this interesting but regret to report that both these scholars resisted all
personaltemptationsto pun. Oneof them might at least have suggestedthat puns
givetheadzan edge-orthat publicity punsarea kind of paronomasochism.

NOT THOROUGH. In our compilationof serial bibliographiesin the MLA field
(PMLA April 1951) we stareds "Shakespeareis the only figure consecratedby a
special bibliography." Correction: a bibliographyof Thoreau has been appearing
quarterly in the Thoreau Society Bulletin for more than ten years.

OVERLOOKED? The August 1951 Bulletin of the University of Wisconsin was
devoted to The Study of Foreign Languages Today: Information forCounselors
and Advisers in High School or College, The Institute of Languagesand Linguis-
tics, School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., has
inauguratedaseriesof monographs.Number1 (Sept. 1951) wasa Report onthe
SecondAnnual Round Table Meeting on Linguistics andLanguageTeaching (price
50¢).S.F. Vanni (30 W. 12thSt., New York 11) haspublishedin pamphletform
Italian Culture and the Western Tradition: Some Aspects ofItaly'» Contribution to
Western Life and Culture--a collection ofthe papersreadata conferencesponsored
by the Italian Departmentof Columbialast April 7. The Modern LanguageJournal
offers for 30¢ the 3rd revised edition of TheodoreHuebener'sVocational Oppor-
tunities fOT Foreign Language Students. Henri Peyre's The Need forForeignLan-
guagesin America Today, originally published in the December1950Bulletin of
the New EnglandMLA, has beenreprintedby the Cultural Division of the French
Embassy (934Fifth Ave., New York).

ALBERT CAMUS. Michel Sanouillet (Toronto), whois undertakinga complete
bibliography,will welcome references to out-of..the..waybooks, articles, or reviews.

SCIENCE ONLY? "Th.ere are of course great investigators who lack the skillto
interpret their ownwork. It islikely, however, that many morelack the desire todo
so. Their attitude is that ofthe inveterategolfer or chess-playertowardshis sport-
the gameisthe affair ofno onebut himself andothersequallycompetent.But only
in the laboratorydoesthe man ofscience have the right to lock out others. His
findings once made belong to the world, and hisis the charge to make them
known. Perhapsif the scientist were given, not lessof technical training,but a great
deal more of liberal trainingthanhe usually gets, it would makehim more directly
useful tothe rest ofus than he frequently is. Effective publication, no less than
investigation, is anobligationwhich rests upon the manof science." We quotefrom
page160 of Paul B. Sears'sDeserts onthe March (Univ, of OklahomaPress, 1947).

AATI. The American Association of Teachers of Italian existsto promote the
study ofthe Italian languageandliterature in the U.S. andCanada.Active member-
ship ($3 a year) is open only to MLA members teaching or preparingto teach
Italian; associate membership ($3) is open toall persons interested in Italian
studies. Subscription to the AATI quarterly bulletin, ltalica, founded in 1924by
Rudolph Altrocchi and currently edited by Joseph G. Fucilla, is included inthe
membership dues. Persons wishing to become members orto propose members
should writeto Prof. Alfred Galpin (Wisconsin), the Secretary-Treasurer.

~ETTERA TURE MODERNE. Founded in 1950 asa quarterly, this literary
Journal,whichseeksto combine"a severescientific programandclearly humanistic
scope," willnow appearbimonthly ($6). Edited by FrancescoFlora, it is published
in Milan (Via Mantova 21) under the auspices of the Luigi Bocconi University.
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