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There is a type of conversation about the environment that has become increasingly
common, marked by the preamble, ‘When I was young, it was cold enough to snow
every winter’. Or, ‘This is the hottest summer on record!’. While this conversation
might begin any number of ways, each is sparked by a speaker’s observation of a
palpably dramatic shift in climate.

Paul Kockelman reckons with the pragmatics of this conversation type in
The anthropology of intensity, examining how language marks and measures
intensity—defined as ‘significant degrees of salient dimensions in shared worlds’
(1)—in the Anthropocene era, ‘a particularly tense and timely coupling of
temporality and intensity’ (362). Most of the data informing this investigation
was collected over the course of twenty years of extended fieldwork among
Q’eqchi’ speakers in Guatemala; with close and erudite analyses of the change in
intensification forms, the book will surely be of interest to scholars of Q’eqchi’.

Kockelman organizes his examination of intensity in three parts: the ‘grounds’
by which events are understood and interpreted through cause and comparison; the
‘tensors’, or relative values, bywhich intensities are registered; and the ‘thresholds’ at
which a temporal condition shifts. His frameworks can be used to analyze the
utterance ‘When I was young, it was cold enough to snow every winter’. This
statement contains a figure of comparison (when the speaker was young), a ground
of comparison (today), a dimension of comparison (temperature), and a magnitude
of comparison (enough); these comparisons can be identified in Q’eqchi’ statements
as well as English (33). The condition described is made relative to the current
moment by the intensifier ‘enough’, as temperatures were LOWER when the speaker
was young. A temporal threshold is implied, wherein at some point in the years
between the speaker’s youth and the present era, it was NO LONGER cold enough to
snow (288). Kockelman proposes that this language of intensity functions as a ‘semi-
otic commons’ that speakers utilize to evaluate situations, experience events affec-
tively, nurture social relations, and ‘configure and inhabit possible worlds’ (4).

Where this study of intensity leaves readers interested in broader topics of culture
and the environment, however, is somewhat less clear. This book is not an account
of Q’eqchi’ speakers per se (instead, see Kockelman’s earlier work), yet neither is it
an account of how intensity in language is implicated in the encounter with climate
change, extinction, or other pressing environmental issues. Although the Anthropo-
cene occupies a point of prominence in the book, there is little engagement with the
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profusion of literature emerging from its theorization and debate, or elaboration of
other noted concepts such as affect and identity; indeed, outside the footnotes,
readers are hard pressed to find references dated within the past decade. Despite
this somewhat missed opportunity to build on contemporary discussions, The
anthropology of intensity nonetheless offers a thorough framework for understanding
how speakers make sense of shifting degrees of change in a starkly mutable world.
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Language and gender in children’s animated films: Exploring Disney and Pixar
investigates linguistic features in relation to gender in popular children’s movies
over the past decades. Specifically, it examines how linguistic patterns are used
in given contexts by gendered characters to uncover what messages about gender
are communicated. In so doing, the authors Carmen Fought and Karen Eisenhauer
shed light on the problems and progress in linguistic representation of gender in
Disney and Pixar animated movies.

Chapter 1 defines the concept of gender as socially constructed and identifies
language as one of the tools that people use to construct gender, revealing the ne-
cessity of research on the linguistic representation of gender in scripted
media. Chapter 2 unfolds the historical, political, and cultural contexts of gender
representation in Disney and Pixar, with a particular focus on how feminism has
shaped female character portrayal in Disney princess movies over the years.
Chapter 3 provides a general view of skewed gender representation by demonstrat-
ing how male characters and male speech are overrepresented in each film and
across films.

Chapters 4 to 7 are devoted to sociolinguistic inquiries of gender representation
in a range of linguistic acts, namely compliments, directives, insults, and apologies.
Each of them from a distinctive perspective of quantitative and qualitative analysis
substantiates the preliminary findings in chapter 3. Chapter 4 analyzes gender-
linked differences in compliment topics and uses. It identifies compliments, togeth-
er with mitigated directives in chapter 5, as an unmarked linguistic act of politeness
for females to establish rapport. Chapter 5 unveils how the syntactic forms of
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