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Delphine Bechtel is a lecturer in the UFR in Germanic studies at the University 
of Paris IV Sorbonne and co-director of CIRCE – Centre Interdisciplinaire de
Recherches Centre-Européennes. She is author of La Renaissance culturelle juive en
Europe centrale et orientale 1897–1930, Paris, Berlin, 2002 and co-edited Identité juive et
écriture de l’histoire: Europe ashkénaze XIXe–XXe siècles. With Xavier Galmiche she 
co-edited three collected issues of the journal Cultures d’Europe centrale published by
CIRCE on the topic of outlying areas and frontier regions with a shared history, 
Le voyage dans les confins, 2003; Le mythe des confins, 2004; and La destruction des con-
fins, 2005. With Xavier Galmiche she is leading a new CIRCE research programme
over several years on multicultural towns in central Europe and is working on
Galicia, among other topics. Address: Université Paris IV Sorbonne, UFR d’Études
germaniques/CIRCE, Centre universitaire Malesherbes, 108, bd Malesherbes, 75017
Paris, France.

Wanda Dressler researches in sociology in the UMR LADYSS, a CNRS group at the
University of Paris X Nanterre, and is qualified to supervise research. Her main
research topics are analysis of post-war changes in politics and identities in eastern
and western Europe, social and national movements, processes of regional integra-
tion and cultural and political globalization. She has edited several publications,
among them: Le second printemps des nations, sur les ruines d’un Empire, questions
nationales et minoritaires en Pologne (Haute Silésie et Biélorussie), Moldavie, Estonie,
Kazakhstan, 1999; Les nouveaux repères de l’identité collective en Europe (with G. Gatti
and A. Pérez Agote), 1999; Diogenes, no. 194, 2002. The title of her latest collected
work is: La Corse en question(s), 2004. Among her many articles are: ‘Recomposition
of identity and political space in Europe: The Upper Silesia’, with Maria
Ciechocinska in Border, Nations and State: Frontiers of Sovereignty in the New Europe’,
1996; ‘Dilemmes culturels dans les sociétés contemporaines: entre modernisme et
post-modernisme’, in L’Altérité entre mythe et réalité, 1999; ‘La construction des
sociétés pluriculturelles à travers les politiques linguistiques de quatre pays
d’Europe orientale: Kazakhstan, Moldavie, Estonie, Ukraine’, in Langue et droit, 2001;
‘Building plural societies in four postsoviet republics’, in Trust and Democratic
Transition in Postcommunist Europe, 2003. Address: c/o Diogenes.
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Artan Fuga, who was born in 1954 in Tirana (Albania), is both a lecturer in the
Albanian university system and a qualified university teacher in accordance with
section 71 of the CNU (France). A philosopher by training, he subsequently special-
ized in the field of communication theory and semantic analysis of political dis-
course. He gained a doctorate in philosophy with a thesis on the existentialism of
J.-P. Sartre at Tirana University and a doctorate in information and communication
sciences (University of Paris II) after defending his thesis on media and politics in
Albania during the communist era and the transition. He holds a qualification as a
research supervisor in literature and human sciences (philosophy) from the
University of Paris X, and his current research is concerned with the processes of 
logical construction of varieties of political discourse. His main publications in
France are: L’Albanie entre la pensée totalitaire et la raison fragmentaire, 1998; Identités
périphériques en Albanie, 2000; Les mots dans la communication en Albanie, 2003. Address:
c/o Diogenes.

Vladimir Goudakov is a lecturer in languages and civilizations at the Institut
Européen de Langues in Paris. He took a doctorate at the Institute of Slav and Balkan
Studies (Moscow Academy of Sciences) with a thesis entitled ‘Nazi Germany’s 
penetration of Yugoslavia and Greece in 1931–1941’. At present he is preparing a
doctorate at the University of Paris X-Nanterre on the topic ‘Le Caucase du Nord-
Ouest dans le système de relations interculturelles et interrégionales du xiiie au xixe

siècles’. He has written a number of articles for academic journals, among them:
‘Diplomatitcheskaya deyatel’nost’ Yvo Andritcha vesnoi 1941 goda i sud’ba iugoslavskogo
predstavitel’stva v natsistskoi Germanii’ [Yvo Andric’s diplomatic activity in the spring
of 1941 and the fate of Yugoslav representation in Nazi Germany], 1990 ; ‘Les œuvres
caucasiennes de Léon Tolstoï comme document ethnologique’, in Cahiers Léon 
Tolstoï, no. 11, Autour de Tolstoï: Le Caucase dans la culture russe, 1997; ‘Etnogenez
Kubanskogo Kazatchestva [The ethnogenesis of the Kuban Cossacks], Koultournaya
jizn’ iuga Rossii, 2003 ; ‘Proizvedenia Lva Tolstogo i Alexandra Duma o Kavkazie kak
etnologitcheskiï istotchnik’ [The works of Leon Tolstoy and Alexandre Dumas on 
the Caucasus as an ethnological source], Russkaya Literatoura, 2004. Address: c/o
Diogenes.

Caglar Keyder is a professor of sociology at Bogazici University in Turkey and 
at the State University of New York, Binghamton. He has written on the historical
sociology of the Ottoman Empire and Turkey, the urban sociology of Istanbul, and
the political economy of development. Among his books are: State and Class in
Turkey, 1987, and From the Ottoman Empire to the European Union, 2004. He also 
edited the collection Istanbul between the Global and the Local, 1999. Currently he is 
carrying out research on social policy in Turkey. Address: Sociology Department,
Bogazici University, Bebek, Istanbul, Turkey [email: keyder@boun.edu.tr]
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Vladimir Kolossov, who was born in 1953 in Moscow, is head of the Centre for
Geopolitical Studies at the Institute of Geography of the Russian Academy of
Sciences. For three years he was professor at the University of Toulouse–Le Mirail
and invited professor at the Universities of Paris I and Paris IV. He chaired the
Political Geography Commission of the International Geographic Union (1996–2004)
and is the author of some 300 scientific publications, among them 13 books. His main
field is political geography and geopolitics, but he has also studied problems of
urban geography (particularly the city of Moscow) and social geography. Among his 
principal publications the following stand out: Political Geography and Geopolitics (in
Russian), 2001; The Geopolitical Situation of Russia (ed., in Russian, translated into
Italian in 2001), 2000; The World as Seen by Russians: Myths and Reality (ed., in
Russian), 2003; L’Atlas de la Russie et des pays proches (co-edited with R. Brunet and D.
Eckert), 1995; La Russie (with D. Eckert), 1999. Address: Institute of Geography,
Russian Academy of Sciences, Staromonetny per., 29, Moscow 119017, Russia.

Michael Rywkin, professor emeritus at the City University of New York and for-
mer president of the Association for the Study of Nationalities, is the author of sev-
eral books and many articles on soviet and post-soviet affairs, and on particular
national issues. At present he is following Russia’s policy towards its ‘near neigh-
bours’, heading a project on Central Asia, and leading summer seminars at Warsaw
University. Address: National Committee on American Foreign Policy, 320 Park
Avenue, New York, NY 10022, USA.

Olzhas Suleimenov, who was born on 18 May 1936 at Almaty, Kazakhstan, 
studied geological engineering, then literature. An active member of the Kazakhstan
Writers Union since 1961, he was a member of the Kazakh parliament from 1980 to
1995. As a writer and a representative for the public cause and diplomacy, from 1989
he has been leading the largest popular protest movement against the former Soviet
Union: the ‘Nevada–Semipalatinsk’ movement against the nuclear tests carried out
since 1949 in the Semipalatinsk area in eastern Kazakhstan. He is the author of 
several poetry collections, plays, books on linguistics and articles on the develop-
ment of modern societies. A large part of his work, since the publication in 1975 
of the book AZ i Ya, focuses on relations between East and West and preserving
national cultures given the challenge of globalization. Olzhas Suleimenov is a great
advocate for the principles of intercultural understanding and dialogue between 
civilizations and religions, and for creation of a common cultural space between Asia
and Europe. A former ambassador to Italy, Greece and Malta, he is currently
Kazakhstan’s ambassador to UNESCO. Among his publications are the following: in
poetry Transformation of Fire, 1981; The Language of Writing, 1997 (in Russian); Parallels
Crossing, 2002; Selected Works in seven volumes, 2004. Address: Ambassade du
Kazakhstan, 59 rue Pierre Charon, 75008 Paris, France.
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