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WORKING LIKE THE REST OF US by Richard Syms. SCM. 1979. pp. 96 fl.10 

There can hardly In. a pricsl :iround 
who docs not feel t1iw:irtctl by tlic c~-elcs- 
iastical trap. This is often ciiou:h acccmip- 
anicd by the thou$ i t  that Idwe  he was 
ordained tic used to In. a k t t c r  eliristian. 
If h e  lias prcviously worked ;it :in ordinary 
job. all this is conipoundcd by his hnuwl- 
edge that people out thcrc in llic real 
world are often inore cflcctivcly iritcr- 
depcndcnt tliaii iiiany church coniinuii- 
itics. It is these sorts of rcllection t h a t  led 
Richard Syiiis to give up his joh as :iii An?- 
lican parish priest to  nork as :in actor.  

Ik starts this account of liis decision 
with the events that crystallisctl his dis- 
satisfaction with the ('hurch of hnpland. 
I l c  wrote an article doubting the wisduni 
of turning the Queen's Juhilre into n 
eliristian festival, and Ic:imt that :i clergy- 
man is expected to he a right wing con- 
servative. When he suggested that thcrc 
might be ;I bctter object for raising f 3 0 0 0  
than the church orpaii, hc found 1h: i t  the 
priinary concern of the church \vas the 
iiiaintcnance of its own plant. When he 
wanted to adapt the harvest festival ii)r 
a town :ind have it in the coniiiiuiiity 
centre, he discovered the congregation did 
not want to niovc outbards  in this fashion. 

Iiis conclusion was, lirst, that the 
church had gone in for constructing a 
special inward-looking coinniunity. scpar- 
atcd from (and evidently not as wnsitivc 
as) the local and otlicr coniuiunitics in 
which people actually lived. Secondly, the 
eAchanpc of his own idciitily for that of 
"the vicar". with the rcspcct and authority 
iinplicd by that status, prcvcntcd any hon- 
est relationship. As is tlie way in these inal- 
ters his worth was i d c n t i k d  with his posi- 
tion. Though as a niatter of' fact this is hc- 
coining an increasingly ambiguous cxperi- 
encc for the clergy. I:or background, Iic 
adduces the church's hypocrisy : the refus- 
al to upset the status quo, to ordain w o n i -  
en, rccognisc divorce or Iioniosc.xuality, 
and so on. I-ur theology thcrc :ire sonic 
quite long scrnion-like passages he ar- 
gues that the incarnation has in practice 
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Ixcn rcjcctcd; the church refuses to bcl- 
icvr tha t  the Word cntcrcd the real, nicssy 
Nurld. 

All this is i'aniiliar ciiougli. So is the 
itlciitification of the root of tlic problcni 
in the church's very existence as ;in institu- 
tion: "Organiscci religion is tlic antithcsis 
of the faith of J~SIJS". Iiidccd for ('atlio- 
lics, who \\ere heing battcrctl hy this v i w  
in the 1960s. it has a sliglitly dated Ilavour, 
tliouph it is interesting t o  read how thc 
Anglican bureaucracy can lrtxat its clergy 
and mcmkrsl i ip  as badly as docs its ('atli- 

olic cquiv;ilcnt. I t  is a pccirliarly inotlcrn 
argument, a characteristic it shares with 
the quest fur a real authentic self outside 
all structured roles. I t  may well bc the case 
that Jesus should bc rcgardcd. as Synis rc- 
pards him, as an early anarchist (it'onc Ibr- 
gcrs it was a 19th century inovcniciit) for 
he was opposed to one inan ruling another. 
But anarchism in its usual and influcntiid 
form lias Ixcn syndicalist, i x .  precisely 
orpniscd.  I t  is difficult to scc I i o ~  any 
iiitwcnicnt could be .c)thcrwisc and, I O  fol- 
l o w  Synis, i t  would he necessary to regard 
christianity (and apparently understands 
anarchisni to he) is total individualisin. 

Once the institution has been disniiss- 
cd, the choice taforc  any c1crpym:m Ix- 
conics straightforward. 1,:itlier hc niust 
stay as "one of thcin, representing a dying 
and corrupt cstablishnicnt", oi he musl 
leave and "lxcomc one of us, working 
tvitli us*' and so on. Thc poor old "trendy 
vicar", t rapped in the spccial cask crcatcd 
lijr h i s  kind, ought to rcalisc that  :my 
attciiipt to reform tlie church fiotii thc 
inside is doonicd to failure. 

So the solution is to get a joh. "Work- 
ing like ?lie rest of us" ( a  perceptive quote  
f i o i n  thc butcher), M r  Synis can nrvrrtlic- 
less be called upon by his lcllow actors to 
exercise his ministry. IIc hi is hccoinc ;I 

H orkcr who iiappcns to be oiil:iincd, 
sonicthing suggcsicd by I l l r L . h  :rnd others 
as :I way o f  hrcaking the poww o f  thc 
church burc;iucwcy 1 1  not ol destroy- 
ing thc church 
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Many of Synis' arguincnts arc clearly 
right, especially his att;icL on the current 
cult of special church coininuiiitics. I t  is 
easy to synipatliisc witli his clccixion. But 
it is surely rdsc to wpposc tliat, for thr 
sake of his intcgrily, tlic real person can 
and sonichow must IK' ~ l i o l l y  separated 
from the rolc that o~ l ic rs  give liini: or to 

assunic that the nianifest unlikelihood ol' 
church rckrni from uitliin rcquirrs H itli- 
d r a ~ a l  froin the church; or to distilis\ 
o r p i i w d  religion as wdi. l.or most 
pcoplc k i n g  in the red. messy world 
dcmands a iiiorc subtle analysis and a 
iiiorc anihivalcnt resolution. 

TONY AKC'IIKR 0. P. 

TEXT AND INTERPRETATION: STUDIES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT PRESENTED 
TO MATTHEW BLACK edited bv E. Bert and R. McL. Wilson. Cambridge University 
Press, London 1979. pp. xv + 268 f 15.00. 

All wlio liavc studied theology o r  
r;itlicr Divinity -- at St Andrew llnivcrsity 
will be glad that lliis Ji.srsc.kri// I ias I>ccn 
presented lo Mattlicw I3lack I ( I  lionour h i s  
scvcntieth birthday. I.or more than twenty 
years until his rcccnt rctircliicnt Iic was  
Principd of St Mary's ('ollcpc i n  St Antl- 
rcws ;IS well as editor 0 1  N c w  l?s/utttcw/ 
Sttrclicx I found him most liclpful in his 
capacity as T. W. Manson's 1itcr;iry cxcc- 
utor. His chief contribulion to Ncu '1'cst;i- 
iiicnt scholarship has, of course, been in 
intertcstaincntal studies and on the sem- 
ilic inllucncc on tlic New lcstaiiicnt. It 
is appropriate, tlicn, that many ol tlic 
contributions to this collcction slioultl 
bc on textual criticism ;ind philology. 
t h e r  include papers by Kurt Aland, 
('. K. Barrctt, Ernest Best, I.. I . .  I%rucc, 
Nils 1)ahl. Joseph I;it7.ineycr, Bruce Met/.- 
gcr, Ilarald Kicscnfcld and It. Mcl.. Wilson. 
Most of these papers arc on detailed tccli- 
nic;il niattcrs whicli will restrict tlic rcadcr- 
ship, and coupled witli tlic price is likely 

prcvcnt tlic Imok k i n g  a I)cst-seller. 
'l'hc niost intercstiny papers tend to bc 
tliosc on Imi;itlcr tlicologicul tlicincs: an 
extension 0 1 .  tlic Son 0 1  Man discussion by 
Morii:i I l ~ t ~ k c r .  ;I brief' investigation of the 
i ) r c \ i i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ) s i t i ~ ~ t i s  involved i n  rcscarcli i n t o  
iiic usc OI' Old 'I cstaiiicnt quotat ions in 
ilic NCH 'Ics1;inient by M a x  Wileox. ilic 
re1:itttmsIiip 1)clwccn Jcsu\; ;ind "thc IiiCFSi- 

anic proplicl\" of' Jowphu'i by I h v i t l  Il i l l ,  
and tlic rclatioii41iip i>l I Iohn : incl  tlic 
o p p o t i c n t b  0 1  t h 1  ;iutlior to tlic 1,'t)urtIi 
(;ospcl 11y K;iyntond l3rt)nm. Nut tlicn a 
I iiiip t r  c( In I ribu t i o n  to Ncu Tost aiiicnt 
scliiilarsliip 1)ut ii collection ot' sonic in t -  
crcstinp papers a n d  a notablc trihutc to 
M:itthcu 131;ick'\ inv;ilual)lc uork  in :I long 
carcci. I \Iioiild ;idd that  tlicrc is also a 
1)il~liogr;ipli) 01 I'rol'cswr Black's uritings 
I r o n )  196% to 1977 nliich supplcnicnts thc 
list i n  Y~oic~.\runic~ririi~u ( ' I  Scviriric.u. cditcd 
by I .  .. 1 . .  I.llis and M. Wilcox, I<dinbugh 
1969. 

(;I:OII~KI~.Y TUKNI<R 

RICH CHRISTIANS IN A N  AGE OF HUNGER by Ronald J. Sider. Hodder paperback. 
(copyright 1977 by Inter-Vanity Christian Fellowship of USA) f 1 .W. 

It  is p;iradoxical that wliilc niany individ- 
ual cvangclicals have s h w n  grrat practical 
concern for the rciiioval ol' social ahuscs, 
evangelicdisni has not found it easy to devcl- 
op a rationale for Y'liristian' action in the 
'sccular' splicrs. I<vangclical social rcfomicrs 
may have ]?/I a congrucncc bctivccn their 
faith and lhcir soci;il programnics: thcy liavc 
1i:irdly tlicologiscd :ihoul that congruence; nor 
have tlicy, for all their attacks on particular 
ahuscs, drvcloped a thcological position Croni 
which onr could niakc ;in overall criticism of 
the sort or socicty which lolcrates slavery, 

cltild lahour clc. 
In rcccnt decades, however, several cvan- 

gclicals have hccn kconling dissatisfied witli 
an understanding of the gospel which fails to 
scc an intrinsic connection hctwc.cn good news 
and just society. I t  rc rns  that Ronald J .  Sidcr 
is one o f  tlicsc. 

There arc thrcc parts to his book: an analy- 
sis, witli easily-prcscnted statistical tables, of 
the economic iinhalancc between richer and 
poorer countries (and between the richer and 
poorer sections of' many countries). I'articul- 
arly startling are the ligurcs on dcvclopiiicnl 
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