The Day of the Crescent .

GLIMPSES OF OLD TURKEY

By G. E. Husbarp, lately H.M. Vice-Consul for the
Villayet of Mosul. Demy 8vo. With 16 illustra-
tions.

Turkey in defeat contrasts with Turkey triumphant, and thg picture
of the golden age of Turkey should be of special interest at the present
time. The book appeals to the sense we all possess for the exotic and

picturesque, and throws fresh light on the history and character of the
Turks.

The Poems ;i;——‘ Amr

Son of Qami’ah of the Clan of Qais, son of
Tha‘labah, a branch of the tribe of
Bakr, son of Wa’il.

Edited and translated by Sir CHARLEs Lyary, D.Litt,
F.B.A. Demy 4to. 2Is net.

‘Amr, son of Qami’ah, who lived in the 5th century A.D., belonged to
the great tribe of Bakr, son of W&’il, and to the section of it called after
Qais, son of Tha’labah. Of his life very little is recorded by tradition. A
few only of his compositions, mostly short, are well known. ‘Amr is
rather sparingly cited in works of Adab or Belles-lettres, perhaps because
his style is, like that of the earlier poets in general, simple and easily
intelligible, and free from takalluf or curiositas.

The_waén of
Ghailan Ibn ’Ugbah

known as Dhu’r-Rummah.

Edited by C. H. H. MAcarrNEY, sowetime scholar of
Clare College, Cambridge. Crown 4to. £5 5s net.

" Orientalists, who alone can appreciate the difficulties which have been
surmounted, will congratulate Mr Macartney on the publication of this splendid
edition, the fruit of much labour and learning.”’—The Westminster Gazette.
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TO BE PUBLISHED IMMEDIATELY.

ASIATIC SOCIETY MONOGRAPHS.

Vol. XVII.

LALLA-VAKYANI

The Wise Sayings of Lal Déd

a mystic poetess of '‘Ancient Kashmir.

Edited with Translation, Notes, and a Vocabulary

BY

Sir GEORGE GRIERSON,K.C.LE.,Ph.D., D.Litt., M.R.A.5.

AND

LIONEL D. BARNETT, Litt.D., M.R.A.S.

The collection of songs edited in the present volume possesses a two-
fold interest. Composed so long ago as the fourteenth century A.D., it"
claims the attention not only of the philologist as the oldest known
specitmen of the Kashmni language, but also, and still more, that of the
student of religions. : .

In ancient times the religious system based on Saiva Yoga was the
object of mueh study amongst the learned men of Kashmir. Lalld, or
Lal Déd, the authoress of the following verses, was a wandering ascetic
and a devoted follower of this cult. The importance of her songs consists
in the fact that they are not a systematic exposé of Saivism on the lines
laid down by the theologians who preceded her, but illustrate the religion
on its popular side. ~ What we have here is not a mere book-religion as
evolved in the minds of great thinkers and idealists, but a picture of the
actual hopes and ferps of the common folk that nominally followed the
teaching of these wise men whom they had accepted as their guides. The
book, in short, gives an account, often in vivid and picturesque language, of
the actual working out in practice of a religion previously worked out in
theory. As such it is a unique contribution to the body of evidence that
must necessarily form the basis of a future history of one of the most
nnportant religious systems of India.
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