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THe Rep Book oF THE Persecutep CHURCH. By Albert Galter
(H. M. Gill and Sons, Dublin; 30s.) J
“The aim of this book is to give a summary but well-documes® :

account of the persecution of the Catholic Church by the Commut®

Governments . . . . The publication, which has set itself this task,

accomplished it; in this sense it is a success. It is to be read not 0%Y .

a “successful’ book in the sense indicated, but also because the bis op

of this country, at the request of the highest authorities in the Chuf® N

have encouraged their children in faith to read it. When reading 11.5’

however, the readers will do well to bear in mind what the book 2

not trying to do. It is not trying to draw attention to the fundame® t;

issues, to the spiritual conflict between good and evil, the strugé eblﬂ

the ‘father of lies’ against the God who is Truth. Hence its inevi® e

limitations: it could give the impression that the persecution of J

Church is just the persecution of one social organism by anothefs fn:

that the members of the persecuted body are painfully SUfPﬂSay

at this lack of toleration. The statistical and historical approach ’
still further enforce this impression, which can be at most only 2P
of the whole story. For each Christian by becoming a disciple © et

crucified master accepts his words: ‘Blessed are those who 5% 5.

persecution in the cause of right; the kingdom of heaven is thet”

Blessed are you when men revile you and speak all manner 0 ¢ -

against you falsely, because of me.” This does not mean that the X/

secuted Church should not defend itself by trying to enlist the Su%f;hzf

of all who are interested in the defence of the liberties of man- *. =)
it means is rather that it is the persecution of the Church which *.
normal condition of our beatitude, not its absence. There orﬁc it
drawing attention to persecution, it would be only fitting to P acnly
in a theological as well as in a social and political setting, 2™ Ote
right to make sure that mere interpretations of events are not prese®
as incontrovertible facts. Some of the minor theses are not inco® op
vertible: for instance, not all Czech and Slovak Catholics wi accoup
the view that the Catholic Church in their country before the f;red
détat enjoyed only ‘a certain liberty in the exercise of the Sac -
ministry’. It is true that some of the measures of the coalition Goveiﬂg,
ment before 1048 were not designed to promote religious we™"
but the religious blindness of liberal politicians should not be put wgeonc
with the deliberately anti-religious hatred of the Communist: ™
correction is also needed in the discussion of the situation in S ov
between 1944-48; the situation then was not so black-and-whit€ 33 fr
book suggests, and in some ways it was very grey indeed. FOU
similar corrections are called for in the case of other countrics ¥

sad plight is discussed here depends on intimate knowledge ©
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ggndgtions. Yet despite the corrections one would like to see made,
€ feels that the members of the still vocal Church ought to read
t0 ponder this report about the silent Church.
CV.

Mastegy AND MErcy: A Study of Two Religious Poems. By Philip
Cl Martin, (Oxford University Press; 15s.)
anon Martin’s study of The Wreck of the Deutschland and Ash
o Mesday is written for people ‘without specialist knowledge’, for
p OS?iigtllanS chiefly who might not normally read these poems—or
e oo 0y poems—at all. "My aim was not only to open to people
trutﬁure enjoyment of the poetry itself, but also that the deep Christian
st CXPressed imaginatively by the two poets might be allowed to
COnce cep into souls.” Literary criticism, he would dail‘fl, is laFgel}:
Stap, ;m?d with pure enjoyment and is suspicious of a committed
‘fmmpm{lt;‘but though these are both ‘committed” poems (i.e. written
Much, 1‘)"’1&1111 the Church’), it seems to me that they .lo.se almf)st as
View 2 being considered, as here, simply from the religious point of
ki, Without much reference to their life as poems: criticism of this
Parg; 13 bound to be rather one-dimensional. Ash Wednesday, in
narrg ar, suffers from being over-simplified in terms of a rather
be tﬁ” orthodoxy: it is a far more ambiguous poem, and meant to
Al"’id 130 Canon Martin’s rather bowdlerized version would allow.
haye 3 1t telling us much to say, for instance, that Hopkins ‘must
3 and looked with love at the breaking waves’?
is g ut Pl’Obably Canon Martin would agree with all this; after all, it
in thcy t0 say that any poem analysed down into prose gets desiccated
us ¢ Process. What matters about this book is that it really does help
ingigeg Understand these poems, and poetry, as the author so rightly
apr > Important for the Christian as a means of bringing truth to his
a&erglnatu?n and affections as well as to his mind. If the best thing to do
o anideadmg this charmingly humble book is to forget about it and
I Why read the poems again, Canon Martin will surely feel that this
t he wanted.
H.O'D.

I;“g:}; Turoucr Genesis. By Bruce Vawter, c.m. (Sheed and Ward;

reviilsv Proof of the pudding is in the eating thereof. It has been the

b ¢ £'s good fortune to be able to study the impact of this book on

Willy, Ucated laymen. Both were captivated by it, and neither was

be Sa.ig to drop it before getting to the end; which is more than can
of most non-fictional writing.



