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The Critical Circle
Literature and History in Contemporary Hermeneutics

David Couzens Hoy
Hermeneutical philosophy provides literary interpretation with a clear methodo-
logical framework for practical criticism without legislating doctrinaire canons and
procedures. This theory of interpretive praxis provides a philosophical basis for
comprehending the epistemological claims and values of different and sometimes
competing approaches. By paying more attention to the actual concerns of literary
critics, this book also explores new ways for philosophy to consider questions about
aesthetics and the nature of literature and poetry. Hoy analyzes contemporary
literary criticism as a critical test of hermeneutical theories, then contrast* her-
meneutics with other approaches.

192 pages, $12.95
At bookstores
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