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THE NAMING OF NEW SPECIES.

Str,— Has not Mr. Bather made a slip in the construction of
the specific name for the new Crinoid described in your February
Number? If he means to connect it with the county of Shropshire,
as having been found on Salopian soil, surely the name should be
Merocrinus Salopicus, just as we have Megaceros Hibernicus. M.
Salopiensis would not, I think, be incorrect, but M. Salopie means
that it is named after some fair nymph or lady of the name of
Salopia.

I am glad that Mr. Bather preferred to associate the fossil with
the district in which it was found rather than to pay its finder the
doubtful compliment of naming it after him; and I would take
the present opportunity of pointing out to those who feel compelled
to associate a man’s name with any new species they have to
describe, that the adjectival form of a proper name is not only
more correct, but is generally much more euphonious. Thus, if it is
desired to commemorate someone of the name of Jones, Jonesianns
is much better than Jonesti; and if the name were Bell, Bellinus
would pass, while everyone would shrink from Bellii or Belli.

For my own part, I made a vow long ago that I would never
attach a man’s name to a new species, and I have kept it.

TrienmovTh, February 6th, 1896. A. J. JugEes-BrownE.

OBITUARY.-

SEKIYA SEIKEL
Borx 1n 1855. Diep Janvary 9tH, 1896.

ALr who are interested in volcanic and seismic phenomena will
learn with regret that on January 9th, after an illness the first
symptoms of which showed themselves in 1876, Professor S. Sekiya
breathed his last. He was born in 1855, the year of the Ansei
earthquake which devastated the Tokio plain. His attention wus
first directed to the serious study of earthquakes about 1880, and in
1886 he was appointed to the newly created Chair of Scismology
in the Imperial University of Japan. Although he wrote much in
Japanese, his publications in English, which for the most part
appeared in the Science Journal of his own Cullege and in the
Transactions of the Seismological Society, in themselves testify to
his industry and ability. The construction of a model to show the
motion of an earth particle at the time of an earthquake is an
indication of his originality and ingenuity. By his influence and
persnasive power he did much towards the distribution of seismo-
graphs throughout his own country, and the extension of a seismic
survey which at the time of his death boasted of no less than 968
stations at which earth shakings are recorded.

One thing in which he was interested, and in which he took part,
were experiments to determine forms of construction most suitable
for earthquake districts; and although he did not live to see the
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144 Miscellaneous.

ultimate results of these investigations, he saw that earthquake
effects had already been diminished and that in fature the loss of
life and property would be further minimized.

His kindly disposition made him the friend of all who had the
pleasure of his acquaintance, whilst the straightforward manner in
which he never failed to express his ideas gained their admiration.

‘ J. M,

MISCELLANREOUSS.
inralni

A Grossary of the names of geological formations (Piani e sotto-
piant in Geologia: Calabria, 1895) has been compiled by Signor
U. Botti. It includes such terms as Albien, Algonkian, Sequanien,
Toarcien, etc. In the preparation of his work the writer consulted
a number of publications, but he seems mainly indebted to the
“Tableau des terrains” of Mayer Eymar. We thus have a number
of terms which have been formulated or modified by that particular
author, but have never (or hardly ever) been used in geological
literature : e.g. Bagshotin, Dartmouthian, Davidsin, (for St. David’s
beds—? meant for Davidsian), Llamberison (? Llanberisian), Llandei-
lian, Londinien, ete. We also make acquaintance with Antepara-
doxidien, Bégudien, Boomin, Carcassien, Coutchiching, Dellysien,
Devillien, Eobiotic, Falaisin, Frigidiano, Hydroplastic, Mibiélin,
Nervien, Nicéen, Psychozoic, Btage de Sotern, Spanweton, Stampien,
and Virgloriano—names which we give according to the spelling of
Signor Botti. The work, though far from complete, will be usefnl
to those who are perplexed about the meanings of some of the
numerous terms of modern days : it will be useful also to those who
are given to naming formations or groups of strata, as it may help
them to avoid using a term already occupied. Thus we learn that
the term Georgian (from Georgia) was introduced by Walcott in
1891, for the Lower Cambrian Olenellus-beds; but we may inform
the writer of the Glossary that the term Georgian (from the
districts bordering St. George’s Channel) was suggested in 1885,
by Dr. Hicks, for the rocks usually grouped as Cambrian.!

Svenska VixTvirLpENS HISTORIA I KORTHET FRAMSTALLD, AF
GUNNAR ANDERSSON. 8vo, pp. 106, 1 Map and 53 Figs. in the text.
Stockholm : P. A. Norstedt and Sons.—Though this little book deals
largely with the recent distribution of plants in Sweden, so much
space 1s devoted to the past history of the flora, as preserved in peat-
mosses, clays, and travertines, that it should not be overlooked by
geologists. Dr. Andersson has done such excellent work in collecting
and studying the fossil plants of Sweden, that we are glad to
see his and Prof. Nathorst’s leading results embodied in a truly
scientific history of the origin of the Swedish flora. The author,
being equally at home with the recent and fossil plants of Sweden,
can trace the inflnence of bygone climatic changes, and can give
interesting illustrations of the past and present distribution of certain
of the species.

! Geon. Mag., Dec. III, Vol. I, p. 859.
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