
for group rights often find out that these rights take precedence
over their claims as women. The final part addresses methodolog-
ical concerns in cross-cultural studies, such as how research meth-
ods ‘‘travel’’ across countries. The authors also consider the
potential of research and theory in global criminology to direct
activism and advocacy on behalf of women.

The contributions are presented in a manner that is accessible
to audiences from a variety of disciplines and perspectives. Al-
though the book is somewhat uneven in its focus on globalization
and its discontent for women, the collection as a whole is a model
for venturing into an uncharted area and establishing it as a field of
study. The key audiences for this collection on feminist global
criminology are scholars and graduate and upper-level under-
graduate students in courses in criminology, gender/women’s stud-
ies, sociolegal studies, and globalization studies. This collection is
the first to provide a review of harms and expressions of violence
against women in the context of globalization. Its value lies in the
broad interpretation of violence against women, which incorpo-
rates not only physical but also social, economic, political, and
spiritual harm. The book demonstrates that violations of women’s
integrity and dignity, or reductions in their quality of life, health,
freedom, and opportunities that stem from globalization processes
or institutions, are timely topics for criminological and sociolegal
research in the global era. It also reminds researchers that, in
contemporary studies of harm and crime, or in advocacy and ac-
tivism on behalf of victims, the interaction between the local and
the global can no longer be ignored.

n n n

Child Pornography and Sexual Grooming: Legal and Societal Re-
sponses. By Suzanne Ost. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2009. Pp. 273. $95.00 cloth.

Reviewed by Dany Lacombe, Simon Fraser University

In 2007, the Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art in Gateshead
sought advice from the police to find out if a photograph from
established U.S. photographer Nan Goldin was child pornography.
The photo, Klara and Edda Belly Dancing, is part of an installation
depicting Goldin’s personal life and is owned by Elton John. It
features two young girls, one dancing semi-clothed, the other na-
ked lying on the floor, genitals in full view. The police concluded it
was not child pornography. Why have we, like the gallery, come to
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think child nudity could be pornographic? Is it, as Canadian courts
argue, that context matters and if a family photo of a child bathing
is found in the stash of a pedophile it is there for a sexual purpose
and thus becomes pornographic? But why worry about art shows?
Could it be, as these courts suggest, that child pornography distorts
the minds and incites pedophiles to sexually abuse children? With
this reasoning any representation of the child anywhere becomes
suspicious. How did we come to adopt the viewpoint of the pedo-
phile in our attempt to protect children? Are we in the midst of a
moral panic?

In Child Pornography and Sexual Grooming: Legal and Societal Re-
sponses, Suzanne Ost forcefully and convincingly argues that our
concerns to protect children from sexual abuse as expressed
through our remarkably intense legal and social responses to the
phenomena of child pornography and sexual grooming are exag-
gerated, misguided, and narrow-minded and might in fact harm
children. Drawing on moral panic and availability cascade theories,
Ost adopts a social constructionist approach to reveal the symbolic
universe that frames and thus limits our understandings of the
child, the harms of child pornography, and the threats posed by
sexual grooming in legal, social, political, and cultural narratives.
Her aim is to encourage a reassessment of those narratives so that
our attempts to stop child exploitation lead to meaningful actions,
ones that will empower children.

At the heart of the symbolic universe framing the moral panic
about child pornography and sexual grooming is a protectionist
discourse founded on the idea of child sexual innocence, a dis-
course that, by defining the child as someone up to 18 years of age,
fails to recognize the sexual and autonomy rights of adolescents.
Ost shows the recent origins of the idea of child innocence and
argues that our current fetishization of innocence not only blinds
us to the reality of childhood, but, most unfortunately, increases
children’s vulnerability to exploitation. Also central to this universe
is a moralistic discourse on the question of the harms of child por-
nography and grooming, a discourse so intent on preventing the
potential of future risks to children and on catching offenders that
it has come to overlook real victims. For example, the harms of
child pornography are not considered mainly on the basis of
whether the image of the child depicts actual sexual abuse and was
thus taken in an exploitative context, but on the basis of indecency
(England), the lascivious nature of the exhibition of the minor’s
genitals or pubic area (United States), or the sexual purpose of the
representation (Canada); the harms even extend to written mate-
rial and fabricated pseudo-images of children (Canada). As for
sexual grooming, the focus on stranger grooming of most laws fails
to address the common contexts in which grooming occurs.
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The book is organized around a tight and effective chapter
structure. After presenting the theoretical tensions of the protec-
tionist and moralistic discourses that frame our responses to child
pornography and grooming, Ost examines the research on these
phenomena, the English laws to deal with them, the reasons behind
the expanding criminalization in this area, the larger implications
of the moral panic, and the laws elsewhere, concluding with a re-
assessment of the question of harms.

If readers are concerned with the way our institutions increas-
ingly commercialize and sexualize the child while vehemently con-
demning such exploitation by responding with swift, symbolic, and
inadequate measures that fail to transform child exploitation, they
will enjoy this book and even be patient with the sections that are
somewhat legalistic. Those interested in how law, particularly En-
glish law, criminalizes child pornography and grooming will find a
rich account of legal reasoning in this book. Ost’s keen eye for legal
developments in this area in Canadian, American, and interna-
tional jurisdictions adds a significant comparative element to her
English study. This book is a timely, rational antidote to the sex
panic urging people to remove the naked body of a child from art
galleries, photo albums, and the beach.

n n n

Public Opinion and Criminal Justice. By Jane Wood and Theresa
Gannon, eds. Portland, OR: Willan Publishing, 2009. Pp. 252.
$89.95 cloth; $45.00 paper.

Reviewed by Eve M. Brank and Lori A. Hoetger, University of
Nebraska

In this Internet media age that includes the spectrum from tra-
ditional network news to layperson blog sites (with comment sec-
tions on those and everything in between), how can one distinguish
between true public opinion and the attitudes of a few select out-
spoken? If the criminal justice system follows frequently vacillating
public opinion, is it deferring to public ignorance or respecting
public concern? Jane Wood and Theresa Gannon have gathered an
esteemed collection of international scholars who collectively con-
tend in 10 chapters that it is possible, although not always simple,
to accurately procure public opinion and understand its influence
on criminal justice policy. After briefly summarizing the main
premises of the chapters, this review highlights some of the book’s
strengths and weaknesses and its recommended audiences.
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