
Incarnation. Both authors maintained that ‘it is our rationality that takes us closer to
God’ and both sought to ‘purify Christianity from the kind of supra rationem dogmas
that are best represented by the doctrine of Incarnation’ (p. ). Tomaszewska
denies that such aims prove they had anti-religious motives: they pursued a universal
rational religion that avoided the pitfalls of dogma and institutionalisation. Like
Burson, she stresses that any secularisation inherent in their views was an unintended
consequence of genuine attempts at reforming Christianity from within.

The collection ends with Wojciech Kozyra’s argument that Kant was the only
major German Enlightenment figure who claimed that ‘to realize its essence,
Christianity must entirely discard its Jewish heritage’ (p. ). Kozyra’s Kant is
not a proponent of a universal rational religion, but a theorist of ‘Christianity as
a religion and a theory of Judaism as an anti-religion’ (p. ). Kant is one of
two major Enlightenment-era proponents of Marcionian thought, named after
the Church Father Marcion of Sinope, who rejected the Old Testament in its entir-
ety. The other is the English deist Thomas Morgan, who Kozyra conjectures was the
source of Kant’s view.

The topic is an important one. Debate will run on though, not least because the
kaleidoscopic quality of the source material – the character of religious develop-
ments across Enlightenment Europe –means we are increasingly just rejigging the
pieces into new formation. Noticeably, several chapters stress that the era was not
one of secularisation due to continued religious commitments but, in the process,
they imply that it was an era of deChristianisation. Several chapters suggest that secu-
larisation did take place, but as the unintended consequence of genuine attempts at
reforming Christianity. One factor occluding our own further enlightenment is the
use of straw men. Here, the definition of the era as one of secularisation in the
opening pages of Margaret Jacob’s The secular Enlightenment () is used as a
hook onto which counterarguments are hung, but without addressing her more sub-
stantive claims about changes to European culture in the long eighteenth century.
Still, there are several excellent chapters in this collection, especially those written
by experienced scholars immersed in the literature of several languages.

R. J. W. MILLSUNIVERSITY OF ST ANDREWS

The marrow of certainty. Thomas Boston’s theology of assurance. By Chun Tse. (Reformed
Historical Theology, .) Pp.  incl.  table. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck &
Ruprecht, . €.     ;  
JEH () ; doi:./S

The history of religious controversy in Scotland in the late seventeenth and early
eighteenth centuries has been revitalised in recent years. Recent work by
Alasdair Raffe, Simon Burton and Felicity Loughlin has demonstrated the intellec-
tual and theological intricacies that influenced key figures during the early part of
the Scottish Enlightenment. Within these centuries figures such as William
Carstares, William Robertson and David Hume are vaunted as making the main
contributions to Scottish religious and intellectual thought. This has often
meant that lesser-known figures have escaped the lens of historical investigation.
Thomas Boston (–) is one such figure. Although Boston’s writings,
most notably his Human nature in its fourfold state, have long been regarded as

 JOURNAL OF ECCLES I A ST ICAL H I STORY

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. 01 Oct 2024 at 00:22:31, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use.

https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog?doi=10.1017/S0022046924000745&domain=pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core


central to the history of Scottish Evangelicalism, Boston’s reputation outside of
Scotland is not as prominent and his theology has long been overdue a fresh
appraisal. Chun Tse’s monograph seeks to address this absence and provides a
fresh insight into Boston’s theology with particular attention to how he interpreted
assurance within the Calvinist tradition.

Boston’s theology is inextricably connected to the Marrow Controversy that
gripped Scotland between  and . This controversy stemmed from the
republication in  of The marrow of modern divinity, which was first anonymously
published in London in  under the pseudonym of Edward Fisher. Boston
himself rediscovered the text in . It had such a profound impact on his the-
ology that in  he recommended it to his colleagues, and the following year
the work was republished with a new preface by James Hog of Carnock. The
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, by contrast, believed that the work
promoted antinomianism, and in  they prohibited ministers from reading
it. Boston himself produced a new edition of the Marrow in , which Tse
uses extensively within the book, and the divisions that the text created are
widely regarded as contributing to the First Secession in the Church of Scotland
in  when Ebenezer Erskine and his colleagues split to form the Associate
Presbytery.

The Marrow Controversy is central to Boston’s theology, but Tse makes it clear
that the controversy is not the only issue when understanding Boston’s view of
assurance. Rather, as the author convincingly argues, the controversy and
Boston’s theology of assurance are two sides of the same coin. Both issues
influenced Boston, but neither dominated his view of assurance. This is demon-
strated in the book’s structure which combines intellectual biography with histor-
ical theology. After providing some background about the state of scholarship on
Boston in the introduction, the first chapter provides an excellent intellectual
biography of the minister. Tse clearly demonstrates that Boston, unlike many
of his contemporaries, drew most of his theological inspiration from his experi-
ence as a minister. Chapter ii provides an investigation into Boston’s relationship
with the Marrow. Chapter iii then focuses on how Boston interpreted the
Trinitarian, Covenantal and Christological dimensions of assurance. A similar
approach is taken in chapter iv where Tse examines the soteriological dimension
of assurance. Chapter v looks at the ecclesiological and sacramental dimensions
of assurance, and the conclusion provides some insightful thoughts on how
Boston’s view of assurance sits within the theological history of early modern
Scotland.

There is much to admire in this study. Tse’s analysis of Boston’s theology is excel-
lent, and the author should be commended for the level of detail within the book.
His analysis of the Marrow, and comprehensive use of all of Boston’s published
works, has resulted in a study that future scholars of Scottish religion will draw
from. Tse demonstrates that Boston drew much of his inspiration from private
reading as a parish minister, unlike many of his more famous contemporaries
who often both held chairs of divinity and were senior ranking figures within the
Church, such as James Hadow at St Andrews. Boston did not have the same level
of access to texts and relied heavily on his own private collection and pieces, like
the Marrow, that he borrowed from friends. Tse’s study demonstrates that Boston
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was a complex individual whose thought reflected both his own experience and will-
ingness to experiment with ideas that challenged the established Presbyterian ortho-
doxy within the Church of Scotland.

One of the great strengths of this study is the author’s insightful use of Boston’s
published works to demonstrate how the role of assurance within the Reformed
tradition was more complicated within eighteenth-century Scotland. The orthodox
Calvinism and Presbyterian government that was re-established within the Church
of Scotland in  meant that ministers were expected to adhere to the estab-
lished interpretations of assurance, grace and salvation that were laid out in the
Westminster Confession of Faith. Tse’s detailed analysis of Boston’s work shows
how some ministers interpreted the Church’s orthodox Calvinist standards in
the Church, but also expanded on it by using texts like theMarrow. All the chapters
make extensive use of Boston’s works to provide both a comprehensive overview of
the minister’s thought, and give an insight into the theological complexity of early
eighteenth-century Scotland.

Despite the advances that Tse makes in this study, there are areas that could have
been improved. Although the monograph makes a significant contribution to the
history of early eighteenth-century Scottish religious life, its structure in many ways
resembles a doctoral thesis and the author could have expanded the work to
address some of the bigger questions in Scottish intellectual life during this forma-
tive period. The book is an excellent study of Boston and his theology, but some
readers may ask where this fits within the religious origins of the Scottish
Enlightenment or the fragmentation of uniformity within the Church of
Scotland. Furthermore, it would also have been useful to bring in more works by
some of Boston’s opponents to demonstrate this bigger picture. Boston’s
relationship with other figures within the Church of Scotland who represented
the orthodox position, like William Hamilton and William Mitchell, for example,
would have been helpful. There are parts of the book that read like well-written
investigations into Boston’s theology, but without more references to the bigger
context the significance of this theology is not always clear. Indeed, the structure
of these chapters suggest a straightforward adaptation of the thesis rather than
an expansion of it.

Overall, this is a comprehensive study that has provided a long overdue investi-
gation into such an important figure within the Scottish Presbyterian intellectual
tradition. Tse has set a benchmark for future investigations into the historical the-
ology of early modern Scotland and, although parts of the book could have been
expanded upon more, this study will be the basis for future investigations into
Boston.

BEN ROGERSSCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

Oliver Hart and the rise of Baptist America. By Eric C. Smith. Pp. x + . Oxford–
New York: Oxford University Press, . £.     
JEH () ; doi:./S

Scholars of eighteenth-century American religion have long been familiar with the
accomplishments of important Baptists like Isaac Backus, John Leland and Richard
Furman. In this beautifully written and thoroughly researched monograph, Eric
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