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However one may attempt to analyse the Commonwealth, its history, politics,
economics, geography, and other attributes, there is no doubt that identifiable
legal rules apply to it and, to a large extent, define it. The answer to the
question, ¢ What is the Commonwealth ? °, is basically a legal one and this
emphasises the importance of this book. Written by a distinguished expert,
this book is the first comprehensive statement of the general law relating to
the Commonwealth and its value is enhanced by the large, complementary,
Appendix which contains summaries of the national law of all member
countries.

The book opens with a chapter authoritatively defining some thirty key
terms and then, in Chapter 2, the author deals generally with the composition
of the Commonwealth and the rights and obligations of members. Chapters 3,
4 and 5 discuss Commonwealth territory, its acquisition and transfer and
authority over dependent territories. Chapter 6 presents a complete account
of the processes of transition to independence. Chapters 7, 8 and 9 deal with
all the patterns of executive, legislative, and judicial activity to be found in
the Commonwealth: the role of the Sovereign and the Sovereign’s Repre-
sentative, the various types of Executive authorities, ministerial responsibility,
legislative machinery, the powers of legislatures, and Commonwealth judici-
aries are dealt with in full. Chapter 10 deals with the public service. Basic
law, in particular the problems raised by the application of indigenous law
and imported English law, is dealt with in Chapter 11 and concludingchapters
deal with legal proceedings, sovereignty and land title, defence, finance, and
the legal profession. ‘

This work is not only the first textbook made available for those working
in and administering Commonwealth law and government, but also it pro-
vides a detailed basis for discussion of the present position of the Common-
wealth in world affairs. It will be of the greatest importance to politicians,
lawyers, judges and students of world affairs, and every law library ought to
offer it for reference, teaching and research.
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