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Style Sheet for AJIL Unbound 

 

Title:  Please provide a title for your essay, centered at the top of the page.  

 

Author’s name:  Each author’s name should be italicized and centered below the title. Place a * footnote 

at the end of each author’s name, containing the author’s institutional affiliation. 

 

Introductory paragraph: Cambridge’s platform will feature the first paragraph of each essay as an 

“extract,” in lieu of an abstract. Please be sure to state your essay’s thesis concisely within that first 

paragraph so that the thesis appears in the online extract. 

 

Word count: The essay must be no more than 3,000 words, inclusive of footnotes.  This is a strict limit. 

 

Language: AJIL Unbound essays should be written in an accessible style for a broad audience of 

scholars, practitioners, and students. Essays should avoid jargon and technical language used by subject-

matter experts, and should avoid lengthy discussions of prior scholarship.  

 

Sections:  Essays should be organized into sections with headers to enhance readability. Each section 

should begin with an italicized subtitle. The sections should not be numbered or lettered. The introductory 

paragraph(s) of the essay do not require a section title unless the author chooses to include one. 

 

Font:  Essays should be submitted in Times 12-point type for text and Times 10-point type for footnotes. 

 

Spacing:  The text and footnotes should be single-spaced, with a space between each paragraph of text.  

 

Quotations:  Quotations in the text should appear within double quotation marks, as follows:  “  ”  

Quotations of 50 words or more should be indented .5” along the left margin, without quotation marks. 

 

Footnoting:  Quotations and other aspects of the text that require a citation should be footnoted. AJIL 

Unbound essays are lightly footnoted, so footnotes should not include extended arguments, lengthy 

reviews of prior scholarship, or extensive explanatory parentheticals. 

 

Hyperlinks: Material cited in footnotes should be hyperlinked in the footnote wherever possible. 

Hyperlinks should direct readers only to open source material (e.g., a link to SSRN is better than a link to 

material behind a paywall on HeinOnline). Where a web link is likely to expire in the future, please 

include a permalink, which is easily created at https://perma.cc. 

 

Citations:  AJIL Unbound follows Bluebook style, which includes the following rules: titles of books 

should be in small caps; titles of law review articles and book chapters should be italicized; and journal 

names should be abbreviated and in small caps. Here are a few examples of proper citation style: 
 

 Kenneth Abbott & Duncan Snidal, Strengthening International Regulation Through Transnational New 

Governance: Overcoming the Orchestration Deficit, 42 VAND. J. TRANSNAT’L L. 501, 512 (2009). 

 Terence C. Halliday & Gregory Shaffer, Transnational Legal Orders, in TRANSNATIONAL LEGAL ORDERS 

3, 15 (Terence C. Halliday & Gregory Shaffer eds., 2015). 

 PATRICK MANNING, MIGRATION IN WORLD HISTORY 19 (2d ed. 2013). 
 

For additional guidance on style, please look at recent essays published in AJIL Unbound, at 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international-law. 
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