Bede, The Eccclesiastical History of the English Nation, Book I, Chapter 15.

THE ANGLES, BEING INVITED INTO BRITAIN, AT FIRST OBLIGED THE
ENEMY TO RETIRE TO A DISTANCE; BUT NOT LONG AFTER, JOINING IN
LEAGUE WITH THEM, TURNED THEIR WEAPONS UPON THEIR
CONFEDERATES. [AD 450-456.]

In the year of our Lord 449, Martian, being made emperor with Valentinian, and the
forty-sixth from Augustus, ruled the empire seven years. Then the nation of the
Angles, or Saxons, being invited by the aforesaid king, arrived in Britain with three
long ships, and had a place assigned them to reside in by the same king, in the eastern
part of the island, that they might thus appear to be fighting for their country, whilst
their real intentions were to enslave it. Accordingly they engaged with the enemy,
who were come from the north to give battle, and obtained the victory; which, being
known at home in their own country, as also the fertility of the country, and the
cowardice of the Britons, a more considerable fleet was quickly sent over, bringing a
still greater number of men, which, being added to the former, made up an invincible
army.

The newcomers received of the Britons a place to inhabit, upon condition that they
should wage war against their enemies for the peace and security of the country,
whilst the Britons agreed to furnish them with pay. Those who came over were of the
three most powerful nations of Germany: Saxons, Angles, and Jutes. From the Jutes
are descended the people of Kent, and of the Isle of Wight, and those also in the
province of the West-Saxons who are to this day called Jutes, seated opposite to the
Isle of Wight. From the Saxons, that is, the country which is now called Old Saxony,
came the East-Saxons, the South-Saxons, and the West-Saxons. From the Angles, that
is, the country which is called Anglia, and which is said, from that time, to remain
desert to this day, between the provinces of the Jutes and the Saxons, are descended
the East-Angles, the Midland-Angles, Mercians, all the race of the Northumbrians,
that is, of those nations that dwell on the north side of the river Humber, and the other
nations of the English.

The two first commanders are said to have been Hengist and Horsa. Of whom Horsa,
being afterwards slain in battle by the Britons, was buried in the eastern parts of Kent,
where a monument, bearing his name, is still in existence. They were the sons of
Victgilsus, whose father was Vecta, son of Woden; from whose stock the royal race
of many provinces deduce their original. In a short time, swarms of the aforesaid
nations came over into the island, and they began to increase so much, that they
became terrible to the natives themselves who had invited them. Then, having on a
sudden entered into league with the Picts, whom they had by this time repelled by the
force of their arms, they began to turn their weapons against their confederates.

At first, they obliged them to furnish a greater quantity of provisions; and, seeking an
occasion to quarrel, protested, that unless more plentiful supplies were brought them,
they would break the confederacy, and ravage all the island; nor were they backward
in putting their threats in execution. In short, the fire kindled by the hands of these
pagans proved God’s just revenge for the crimes of the people; not unlike that which,
being once lighted by the Chaldeans, consumed the walls and city of Jerusalem. For
the barbarous conquerors acting here in the same manner, or rather the just Judge



ordaining that they should so act, they plundered all the neighbouring cities and
country, spread the conflagration from the eastern to the western sea, without any
opposition, and covered almost every part of the devoted island. Public as well as
private structures were overturned; the priests were everywhere slain before the altars;
the prelates and the people, without any respect of persons, were destroyed with fire
and sword; nor was there any to bury those who had been thus cruelly slaughtered.
Some of the miserable remainder, being taken in the mountains, were butchered in
heaps; others, spent with hunger, came forth and submitted themselves to the enemy
for food, being destined to undergo perpetual servitude, if they were not killed even
upon the spot. Some, with sorrowful hearts, fled beyond the seas. Others, continuing
in their own country, led a miserable life among the woods, rocks, and mountains,
with scarcely enough food to support life, and expecting every moment to be their
last.
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