
Using semantic fields in the clinic 
 
This is a page from the lexical section of the profile in semantics (PRISM-L), one of 
the suite of clinical profiling techniques described in my Profiling Linguistic 
Disability (1982), with typical words shown. The approach distinguished 61 semantic 
fields, and 239 subfields. In its clinical application, the words used by a linguistically 
challenged child or adult would be assigned to the various fields, and a picture built 
up of which areas of meaning were being used and which avoided. 
 
 

 
 
 


