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Although William Charles Macready's parents sent him to a preparatory school in the hopes that he would not become a professional actor, he nevertheless 

followed in his actor father's footsteps. Macready's schooling motivated him to elevate the stage to the status he thought it deserved. Throughout his career, he 
was most well-known for his Macbeth; his skill as an actor lay in his ability to depict the psychological state of his characters, which contributed to his reputation 
as an intelligent and sophisticated actor. This print shows Macready as the King in The Second Part of Henry IV, which was staged in 1821 as part of George IV's 

coronation celebrations. (Foulkes, Richard. "Macready, William Charles (1793-1873)." Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 2008. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/17741) 
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