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The textual history of the play we now refer to as The Third Part of King Henry VI is (like The Second Part) complicated. The play was first published as an octavo in 1595 with the title The true Tragedie of Richard Duke of Yorke, 

and the death of good King Henrie the Sixt, with the whole contention betweene the two Houses Lancaster and Yorke (O). This text was reprinted as a quarto with the same title in 1600 (Q1). In 1619, the play was printed with the 

second part under the joint title The Whole Contention betweene the two Famous Houses, Lancaster and Yorke (Q2). The play was included in the 1623 First Folio as The Third Part of Henry the Sixt (F1) in a version that is 

significantly longer than the earlier texts. Most modern editions follow the text of F1. 
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