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John Benson (d. 1667), the editor of this compilation, made several controversial choices in his new arrangement of Shakespeare's Sonnets for this compilation, which also includes The Phoenix and the 

Turtle and A Lover's Complaint, among other poems. Benson combined sonnets, rearranged them, and gave them descriptive titles. Most radically, he changes a number of pronouns from 'he' and 'him' to 

'she' and 'her', erasing indications that many of the poems are addressed to a 'fair youth'. For a full description of the controversy surrounding this work, see the British Library's essay on it here: 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/shakespeares-collected-poems-1640 
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