An Introduction to Language and Linguistics
Additional Exercises — Chapter 1

1. Practice in transcription, IPA to English. Write out the following passages in
English spelling. The transcriptions represent a fairly careful “General
American” accent.

'sudonli 0o 'wororz o'raund dem 'sloli sweld m brod
'sirkalz, 0en 'kwikli Ap'hivd, @z if 'said wez 'slairiy from o
sab'mirdzd birg ov ars, 'swifli 'raiziyg to 8o 'sirfas. 9 lo
'rambliy saund woz hird, o sabte'renios ham, a@nd den ol
held der brebs, &z ba'dragold wib 'trelin rops, &nd
har'punz, @nd 'lensiz, o vast form fat 'lend waiz, bat
,0'blikli from 0o si. 'fraudid mn o O1n 'drupig vel av mist, 1t
'havard for & 'moment 1 ds 'ren bod er, @nd den fel
'swampin bak 'mtu 0o dip. kraft 'Orrei fit 'Apwirdz, 0o
'worarz fla(t for &n 'mston? lark hips ov 'fauntonz, den
'brokonli sank m o 'fauwar ov fleks, 'livi 0s 'sirklig 'sirfas
krimd laik nu milk ravnd 8o 'marbal tragk ov 8o wel.

0, bat hi waz o 'tart fistid haend &? ds 'grain ston, skrudz. o
'skwizin, 'rentfin, 'graspiy, 'skrepiy, 'klatfm, 'kavatas old
'stnor. hard @nd farp @z flin?, from wit{ no stil hed 'evar
strak aut 'dzenorass 'faror, 'sikrit @nd 'selfkon tend, &end

'sal1 teri @z @n 'oistar. 89 kold wi'@m him froz hiz old
'fit{orz, nipt hiz 'pomtid noz, 'frivald hiz tfik, 'stifind hiz get,
med hiz a1z red, hiz O lips blu, &nd spok aut '(rudli m hiz
'gretiy vors. o 'frosti rarm waz on hiz hed, &nd on hiz

‘a1, broz, @nd hiz 'warri tfin. hi 'kerid hiz on lo 'tempritfor
'al,wez a'baut him, hi aist hiz 'ofis in 8o dog dez, end 'didin?

0o 1?7 wan da'gri &? 'krismis.

'mistor 'bigli waz gud 'lukiy @nd 'dzentolmen laik, hi haed o
'pleson? 'kauntonons @nd 'izi ano'fektid 'meanorz. hiz
'sistorz wer fam 'wimim, wif @&n er ov do'sairid 'feefon. hiz
'bradar m 1o, 'mistor hirst, 'mirli lukt 05 'dzentolmon, ba? hiz
frend 'mistor 'darsi sun dru di o'tenfon ov &2 rum bar hiz
famn, tol 'pirson, 'hensom 'fitforz, 'nobal 'mian, &nd 9o
ra'port, witf waz n 'dzenral sirkju'lefon wi'Oimn farv 'minits
‘eftor hiz 'entrens, ov hiz 'haeviy ten 'Oavzond o jir. 09
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'dzentolmen pro'naunst him to bi o famn 'figjor ov o men, 8o
'lediz do'klerd hi waz matf 'hensomor dan 'mistor 'biyli,
@&nd hi waz lukt a? wif gret @dmi'refon for o'baut hef 0i
iva.
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2. For extra practice in transcribing English to IPA, choose any passage from your
favorite book or a recent newspaper or website, and write it out in the [PA. Say
the words to yourself as you transcribe, to help ensure you’re going from sound to
transcription, not spelling to transcription. Ask another student in your class to
read what you’ve written.

3. Circle every tenth consonant in one of the passages above. Describe the
consonant in terms of voicing, nasality, place of articulation, manner of
articulation, and sonorant vs. obstruent.

4. Circle every tenth vowel in one of the passages above. Describe the vowel in
terms of height, rounding, backness, and tense vs. lax.

5. Find the transcription errors in the following well-known lines. There is at least
one mistake in each line.

twinkal, twinkoal liral star
hou a1 wandor wat ju ar.

meri heaed a liral l&amb

its flis was wart &z sno
end evriwer Ot meri wen?
00 lemb waz fur to go

waAn tu bakoal my foo
Ori for fut 0o dor

farv six pik Ap sticks
sevon et le dem stret

6. Say the following groups of words:

A. B. C.
important symphony infamy
limp lymph inform
compose comfort confer
imbalance emphasis inference

Describe your pronunciation of the medial nasal consonant in each group. Are there
differences between the three groups? To what do you attribute any differences?
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7. Ask five different people you know to say the following line, and carefully
transcribe each person’s pronunciation. Try to include people with diverse
language backgrounds. What differences do you notice? To what would you
attribute the differences? Dialectal variation? Free variation? Influence of native
language?

Can’t you bring Laurie to the Veteran’s Day parade in the park?

8. Do you know a language other than English? If so, try to discover some of the
phonotactic constraints of that language. For example

a. Transcribe as many words as you can think of that contain sequences of nasal
+ stop. (Remember to write down sounds, not spellings!) Do the nasal and stop always
agree in place of articulation?

b. Transcribe as many words as you can think of that end with different
consonants. Are there some sounds that are not allowed in final position? Try to
formulate any relevant coda constraints with reference to natural classes of sounds.

c. Do any words begin with consonant clusters? If so, what consonant clusters

are allowed? Do the consonant clusters follow sonority sequencing?
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9. Phonemes and allophones in Korean. Consider the following Korean words (data
courtesy of Soojeong Eom, and from Martin and Lee, 1969, “Beginning Korean,”
Yale University Press). In Korean, is aspiration contrastive (as it is in Thai) or
predictable (as it is in English)? Argue for your answer.

pi rain
pap rice
pel bell
pan room
pal foot
pul fire
p"alta sell
p"an board
p"al arm
p'i blood
p"ul grass
ton money
tal moon
tar bamboo
tamta serve (on a plate)
tek virtue
t"arwuta burn
t"al mask
t"ek chin
t"o earth
t"ar crack
koruta choose
keran egg
kimpap sushi
kap price
kuk soup
kal going
k"ol anger
k"ata dig up
k" flag
ke crab
k"al knife
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10. An alternation in Korean. Consider the following words and phrases in Korean
(data courtesy of Soojeong Eom). Note that in Korean, the verb comes last, so
that “medicine sell” means “sell medicine”. Describe the alternation in the final
consonant of the nouns, making reference to natural classes. What class of
sounds is affected? What class of sounds causes a change? What is the change?

jak medicine

jak p"alta medicine sell

jan mekta medicine take
chatk book

c"aik pilita  book borrow
c"ain neta book put inside
pap rice

pap t"aiwuta  rice burn

pam mekta  rice eat

pam neta rice put inside

ot clothes

ot pilita clothes borrow
on mantulta  clothes make

on neta clothes put inside

How might a Korean speaker learning to speak English pronounce the phrase “pick me”?
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11. Phonemes and allophones in Setswana (Southern Africa). Consider the
distribution of [I] and [d] in the following Setswana words (data courtesy of One
Tlale). Do [1] and [d] belong to different phonemes, or are they allophones of one
phoneme?

dip-a refuse to move
dup-a diagnose

dus-a be pregnant (animal)
dis-a herd

direl-a do something for
las-a patch up

lep-a observe something
lem-a lead astray

lop-a request

lap-a get tired

lat-a follow

bol-a rot

bod-ile rotted

sel-a find

sed-ile found

bal-a count

bad-ile counted

robal-a sleep

o-robed-i he slept

In considering the present and past forms of the verbs above, compare:

tab-a stab
tab-ile he stabbed
bu-a speak
bu-ile spoke

Also consider [I] and [d] in the following borrowed words:

English: baibal “bible” Setswana: bibela
Afrikaans: xlas “glass” Setswana: xalasi
English: polis “police” Setswana: podisi
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12. For extra thought. We often think that if two sounds are allophones of one
phoneme (that is, two alternate ways of saying “the same sound”) that they ought
to be “phonetically similar.” How might the notion of phonetic similarity apply to
[1] and [d] in the Setswana problem above? What about the possible variant
pronunciations of the English phrase below?

“won’tbe”  very careful speech: [wont" bi]
careful speech: [wont? bi]
casual speech: [won? bi]
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13. An alternation in Setswana (Southern Africa). Consider the following words and
phrases in Setswana (data courtesy of One Tlale). Describe the change that
occurs to the first segment of the verb when the prefix meaning “me” is added.
Describe the changes that occur in the prefix.

supa
n-ts"upa

Japa
n-tf"apa

xapa
n-kx"apa

¢ula
m-pd"ula

Compare:

p"ana
m-p"ana

tamola
n-tamola

kopa
p-kopa

point

point at me
hit

hit me

capture
capture me

shoot
shoot me (actually [mp"ula], due to a second change)

slap
slap me

squeeze
squeeze me

ask
ask me

It may be useful to know that aspiration is contrastive for both stops and affricates in

Setswana:

pala
p"ala
tala
t"apa
kala
k"awa
tsala
ts"abana
t{"aba
tfampa

unmanageable
impala

green

wake up

branch

mist

friend

afraid of each other
nation

haughty person
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